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Welcome to The Queen’s School, where girls aged 4 to 18 enjoy a journey of growth, 
learning, and boundless opportunities. We are extremely proud to lead an excellent 
school, which provides a nurturing environment where girls can truly thrive and flourish. 

We are passionate and firmly believe in 
the benefits of an all-girls education, and 
how it empowers them to embrace 
their passions, shatter stereotypes, and 
cultivate a lifelong love of learning. It really 
is a privilege to witness the incredible 
achievements of our pupils year after 
year in an atmosphere that fosters strong 
bonds and a sense of belonging, while 
celebrating the strengths and 
talents that make every girl unique.

Our small family environment means every 
girl is known personally and feels seen, 
heard, and valued, ensuring she flourishes 
academically, socially, and emotionally. 
Step through our doors and you will 
instantly feel the warmth of our 
friendly atmosphere, where young minds 
are nurtured, and girls become the very 
best version of themselves.

Academically, we have built a strong 
foundation, instilling discipline and ambition 
while cultivating a growth mindset. Our 
results speak for themselves. We are proud 
to be able to say that our girls consistently 
achieve outstanding grades year on 
year, making us one of the top performing 
schools in the North West, and giving our 
girls the freedom to pursue whatever path 
they choose when they leave as ambitious 
and independent young women. 

But it’s not just about academic 
achievements; it’s about developing 
compassionate, kind-hearted, and confident 
individuals. 

From the wealth of co-curricular 
opportunities to our outdoor learning 
programmes and community projects, we 
encourage our girls to be leaders, both 
within our school walls and beyond. We give 
them the opportunity to reconnect with 
the great outdoors, boosting environmental 
stewardship and personal development. 

The friendships formed here often last 
a lifetime, and our strong alumni 
connections create a network of support 
and inspiration that carries our students 
through their journey of self-discovery.

As Heads of this wonderful school, our 
commitment is unwavering. We provide 
an enriching environment, where 
our passionate staff and an engaging 
curriculum ensures that every pupil 
receives a world class education. 

This equips them with the skills and 
knowledge they need to thrive in a rapidly 
evolving world. 

We hope this prospectus provides you with 
a glimpse into what makes Queen’s so 
special. Please don’t hesitate to contact our 
Admissions Manager for more information 
and we look forward to welcoming 
you for a tour or taster day in the near 
future. Here you can experience for yourself 
our vibrant community where we uplift, 
celebrate and support one another. 
Together, we hope to create a future 
brimming with possibilities for your 
remarkable daughter.

Thank you.
Joanne Keville (Headmistress) and 
Iona Carmody (Head of Lower School)

A Journey with Boundless 

Opportunities

ASPIRE 
GLOBALLY

COLLABORATE 
CONFIDENTLY

THINK
INDEPENDENTLY

“A wonderfully empowering 
environment in which 
girls flourish 
academically but 
also personally.” 
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Our 
Three 
Pillars



Founded in 1878, The Queen’s School has been educating young women in the heart of 
Chester for almost 150 years. We have already provided the city with its first female solicitor, 
its first lady mayor, the first woman to receive the Freedom of the City, the first female 
president of the Freemen and Guilds in over 800 years, and the first female cathedral provost 
in Church of England history, as well as England’s first female neuro-surgeon. 

As Cheshire’s leading independent girls’ 
school, we are proud of our excellent 
academic results, award-winning 
careers provision, outstanding pastoral 
care, and an extensive co-curricular 
programme that caters for everyone.

Our last ISI inspection (scan QR 
code) awarded Queen’s the top 
grade of excellent in all 
areas. But we are more than the 
grades, accolades, and rating. 
We are a family and community that cares 
deeply for all its stakeholders.

Our vision is clear: ‘To educate and 
empower more young women to lead 
and shape the world in which they live’. 
We firmly believe that every young woman 
has the potential to make a profound 
impact on society, and we are dedicated 
to nurturing and cultivating this potential 
within each pupil. With a deep sense of 
purpose, we strive to equip our girls with 
the tools they need to become confident, 
compassionate, and visionary leaders. 
Our aspiration is to create an educational 
environment that not only fosters academic 
excellence but also empowers young 
women to be agents of positive 
change in their communities and beyond.

To achieve our vision, The Queen’s School is built on three overarching pillars that 
serve as guiding principles for our students’ growth:

“Small enough to get to know every pupil yet big enough to 
provide a wealth of opportunities well beyond the classroom.”
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About Us

A History of Success

The excellent relationships between pupils, staff, and parents, and between the pupils 
themselves, are hallmarks of the School, as is the passion for learning and the focus on the 
needs of the individual.

Developing self-confidence, collaboration, a global outlook, respect for others and being a team 
player are key to the ethos of the School, and much care is taken to ensure an atmosphere 
of hard work and supportive enterprise. The key life skills of respect, hard work, 
empathy, and perseverance stand strong behind the ‘Honour Wisdom’ School motto.

Developing ambitious girls 
with a global outlook.

The world is interconnected, 
and we want our pupils to 
think globally and act locally. 

By developing an ambitious 
and global outlook, we instil 
in our girls the passion to 
create a positive impact on 
an international scale. 

We encourage them to 
dream big, embrace cultural 
diversity, and understand 
their role as global citizens.

Nurturing brilliant leaders 
and collaborators.

Collaboration is at the core of 
effective leadership, and we 
understand its significance. 

Our pupils are encouraged 
to work together, celebrate 
each other’s strengths, 
and appreciate diverse 
perspectives. 

This collaborative spirit 
not only enhances their 
educational experience but 
also prepares them to be 
brilliant leaders who can 
bring people together to 
achieve common goals.

ASPIRE 
GLOBALLY

COLLABORATE 
CONFIDENTLY

THINK
INDEPENDENTLY

Building intellectually curious, 
brave, and creative lifelong 
learners. 

We believe in fostering 
an environment where 
independent thinking is 
nurtured and celebrated. 

Through intellectual curiosity 
and bravery, our students 
are encouraged to question, 
explore, and challenge 
conventional wisdom. 

By nurturing their creativity, 
we inspire our girls to find 
innovative solutions to complex 
problems and embrace the joy 
of lifelong learning.

https://www.thequeensschool.co.uk/admissions/information-parents/inspection-report


Benefits of an 

All-Girls Environment
One of the greatest benefits of all-girls education is the cultivation of confidence 
and leadership skills. 

Teachers at Queen’s have the privilege 
of honing in on the unique strengths 
and aspirations of each pupil. Unlike 
coeducational settings, where discussion 
can sometimes be monopolised by boys, 
our girls have the freedom to express 
themselves fully and explore their 
potential. This personalised attention in our 
supportive environment means our girls 
are free to explore their interests, express 
themselves, and take on leadership roles 
without the pressures often associated with 
mixed-sex classrooms. Moreover, without 
the influence of stereotypes, they can 
truly unleash their potential and 
build the self-assurance needed to thrive in 
any field they choose.

Queen’s girls are eager to put themselves 
forward for leadership roles from an 
early age. This may be as a House Captain, 
Junior Safety Officer, Student Council 
Member or Queen Bee at the Lower School, 
to Academic Mentor, School Parliament 
Representative, Wellbeing and Diversity 
Champion, or part of The Head Girls’ Team 
at the Senior School. Pupils have lots of 
opportunities to make their voices heard.

We stand by the belief that girls deserve not 
just a level playing field, but an environment 
that allows them to thrive without 
constraints. Our commitment to all-girls 
education is rooted in the understanding 
that while every girl is unique, their needs 
and aspirations can be better nurtured in 
our individualised setting.

Research suggests that girls in single-sex 
schools often perform better academically, 
develop higher levels of self-confidence and 
resilience, and experience enhanced career 
progression. 

All our pupils are encouraged to pursue 
their passions in a variety of subjects, 
including STEM fields that have traditionally 
been dominated by men.

We are very proud of the sense of 
community and belonging our girls 
experience at Queen’s. Surrounded by 
their peers, they form close bonds with 
one another and experience a unique 
sense of camaraderie in a supportive 
and inclusive community. Without the 
pressures of external judgment, they’re 
more likely to take risks and venture into 
new territories, be it in academic, sports, 
or co-curricular activities. They are more 
confident, less self-conscious, and less 
afraid to ‘have a go’ as they are not worried 
about what other people think and less 
afraid of failure. The collaborative spirit 
that thrives among our pupils creates a 
nurturing environment where girls support 
each other and foster a culture of caring 
and encouragement.

While some may question the relevance of 
an all-girls education in an evolving society, 
we firmly believe that it equips our pupils 
for the challenges and opportunities 
of the real world. Our sixth formers 
emerge with a strong sense of self, a deep 
understanding of their capabilities, and the 
skills needed to excel in a gender-diverse 
world. The confidence instilled in our girls 
empowers them to break through the glass 
ceiling and embrace a future filled with 
endless possibilities.

While our girls benefit from a focussed 
and tailored experience inside the 
classroom, there are also plenty of 
opportunities for them to mix with pupils 
from coeducational schools in a range of 
activities, such as Model United Nations 
and the Combined Cadet Force.

Choosing the right school is a significant 
decision that shapes your daughter’s 
future. The Queen’s School offers more 
than an education – it’s an immersive 
experience that nurtures confidence, 
celebrates individuality, and fuels ambition. 
Our all-girls environment is a canvas for your 
daughter’s dreams, where she’ll develop the 
skills and mindset necessary to succeed 
in a rapidly evolving world. 
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Headmistress podcast 
Hear about her vision and aspirations and why she is 
so passionate about the value of all-girls education

https://the-queens-school-chester.captivate.fm/episode/hear-from-our-new-headmistress-joanne-keville


The Great Outdoors 

From Beach School adventures to Forest 
Days and unforgettable trips and residential 
experiences, our commitment to outdoor 
education ignites a passion for learning and 
fosters a deeper connection to the 
world around us. 

Our Beach School programme is designed 
to offer our students a hands-on and 
immersive learning experience in a natural 
and awe-inspiring environment. Our girls 
love setting off on beach adventures filled 
with captivating discoveries, conducting 
scientific experiments, exploring tide 
pools, collecting seashells, and observing 
fascinating marine creatures. 

Forest days are equally popular and 
are designed to awaken our pupils’ 
sense of adventure and kindle a deep 
appreciation for the beauty of 
nature. Under guidance of our wonderful 
teachers, our young adventurers explore 
our woodland area, discovering hidden 
treasures and ecosystems in nature’s 
classroom. They’ll identify different plants 
and animals, engage in imaginative play, 
and build lasting memories as 
they let their creativity soar. No forest day 
would be complete without the obligatory 
campfire and toasting marshmallows to 
make s’mores. A well-deserved treat after 
all their endeavours.

????
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Outdoor learning is a core part of the curriculum at Lower School. We embrace 
the wonders of nature, providing our girls with a myriad of opportunities to 
explore, discover, and learn outside. 

“These experiences instil a 
sense of responsibility which 
empowers them to make a 
positive impact on their 
surroundings.”

Whether it’s participating in a beach cleanup or 
exploring local ecosystems in our gardens, the girls 
develop a profound connection to nature 
and understand the importance of protecting it. 
These experiences instil a sense of responsibility 
which empowers them to make a positive 
impact on their surroundings.

Outdoor learning helps the girls 
develop many skills that 
are hard to teach in the 
classroom. It encourages them to be 
active, assess situations, take risks, and 
make decisions. The girls learn to be 
self-sufficient, enhance their problem-
solving abilities and take care of 
themselves, which boosts 
their confidence and self-
esteem. Through trial and 
error, they learn to deal 
with failure and develop 
resilience: a skill which is 
critical in and outside the 
classroom. 

Stepping out into nature 
also acts as a catalyst 
for imagination and 
creativity and empowers 
our girls to think outside 
the box. Exploring natural 
environments provides a 
sense of freedom and an 
opportunity to recharge, 
fostering a positive 
mindset and boosting 
self confidence.
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Infants and Juniors

A Foundation for 
Lifelong Learning

As a partner in your daughter’s educational 
journey, we take immense pride in offering a 
warm and reassuring environment 
where her wellbeing and development is at 
the heart of everything we do. We believe 
that every girl carries within her the spark of 
a future leader, changemaker, entrepreneur, 
advocate and more. In these formative 
years, we lay the foundation for remarkable 
futures. The Queen’s School is not just a 
place of learning; it’s a place of potential.

The skilled and caring teachers at Queen’s 
encourage each child’s unique interests 
and abilities, fostering a love for exploration 
and discovery. Our Enquiry and Research-
Based Learning approach fully embraces 
the national curriculum, but goes well 
beyond its statutory requirements. 
Pupils are involved with the questions 
which underpin the half term or termly 
unit of study. This way, greater pupil 
engagement is ignited from the outset, 
challenging pupils to ‘go the extra mile’ 
in terms of their research and genuine 
interest in a topic.

In addition to substantial curriculum-time 
dedicated to English and Maths, we place 
great value on ensuring our girls acquire 
historical and geographical knowledge, 
learn scientific investigative techniques, 
and experience a range of activities to 
develop the skills which underpin the areas 
of art, design, and technology. We offer 
opportunities to explore, question and 
reflect, while at the same time promoting 
resilience, teamwork, and leadership. 

This approach requires deep thinking 
and has been described as the “curriculum 
for intelligent schools”. Pupils look forward 
to embracing new and exciting topics each 
term and continue to set high standards 
for themselves to be the best they can be.

Our pupils also benefit from specialist 
teaching and girls are taught by subject 
specialist teachers in foreign languages, 
PE, swimming, music, computing, and 
creative development. Being taught by a 
specialist teacher from an early age has 
tangible benefits as they have the 
experience, deeper knowledge, and ability 
to draw out the best in their pupils. Their 
subject-knowledge is at the highest level 
and helps widen pupils’ horizons and 
improve academic results. It can also help 
pupils make smart and informed choices 
around hobbies and careers later in life. Most 
importantly though, specialist teachers have 
the passion, excitement, and motivation to 
teach their subject well and pupils feed 
off this. Seeing their teacher’s love for the 
subject often motivates them to excel.

The Queen’s Lower School is where tiny feet step into a realm of boundless 
possibilities and even the smallest voices create the mightiest impact. Here, your little 
girl is not just learning; she’s discovering herself and her place in the world. Every giggle, 
every achievement, and every moment of growth is a step towards her becoming a happy 
learner, filled with curiosity and integrity.

Curriculum

Inside the Classroom

Our curriculum focuses on mastering (not 
just learning) knowledge, thus engaging 
able learners in an interactive and 
enjoyable way. We aim to take pupils 
beyond the confines of the Academic 
Curriculum, stimulating inquisitiveness, and 
inspiring them as learners. Within these 
walls, your daughter will flourish. From her 
triumphs to her challenges, she’ll learn 
to navigate, persevere, and exceed her 
own expectations. 

Our pupils are highly talented and benefit 
from a curriculum that is deep and 
far reaching. Superb teaching in small 
groups enables girls to build excellent 
relationships with their peers and teachers, 

with everyone valued and 
challenged to reach 
their potential through 
personalised teaching in a 
nurturing yet academic atmosphere.

At Queen’s, we offer not just an education, but a transformative experience that 
equips your daughter with the tools to succeed, the confidence to lead, and the 
compassion to make a difference. 



Senior School

Empowering Students 
for Success in GCSEs
Your daughter is poised for an incredible journey of growth, exploration, and success 
with us here at The Queen’s School. She will step confidently into her senior school 
years with the skills, values, and self-assurance needed to embrace opportunities to 
shape her world. During these pivotal years we amplify her voice, nurture her talents, 
and set her on a path to becoming a remarkable individual. 

As your daughter progresses, our 
comprehensive curriculum expands to 
meet her changing needs. We 
maintain a balanced and rigorous approach 
that emphasizes intellectual growth, critical 
thinking, and emotional wellbeing. Our 
dedicated teachers provide engaging and 
interactive lessons, encouraging students 
to think independently, collaborate and 
express themselves confidently. We offer a 
wide range of subjects, ensuring that your 
daughter can explore her interests 
while also gaining a strong 
academic foundation.

In Years 7-9 pupils follow a broad and 
comprehensive curriculum to establish a 
firm foundation in all three sciences, maths, 
and languages.. The curriculum includes 
a programme of PSHE and provides 
experience in the humanities, technologies 
and in physical, aesthetic, and creative 
education. Spanish is taught throughout 
Years 7–9, Mandarin is taught to all Year 
7 pupils and becomes optional in Year 8, 
while French and Latin are available as 
options from Year 8 onwards.

As your daughter approaches her GCSE 
years, we provide specialised support 
to prepare her for these important 

examinations, with experienced teachers 
offering guidance and individual attention, 
helping her to excel in her chosen subjects 
and achieve her academic goals. We 
are committed to ensuring that each pupil 
feels confident and well-prepared as they 
take on this significant milestone.

In GCSE years, the core curriculum 
comprises of English and English literature, 
Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics and Biology, 
PE and PSHE. Girls then have further 
option choices from a range of languages, 
humanities, and creative practical subjects. 
Our size means we have the flexibility to 
tailor timetables to suit individuals.

12 The Queen’s School Prospectus 13Igniting her potential

Take a closer look...
For an in-depth overview of each subject please scan 
the QR Code to access our Curriculum Booklet >>

https://www.thequeensschool.co.uk/senior-school-curriculum-booklet


Did you know that we regularly welcome students from other schools directly into our 
Sixth Form for Year 12.

When students join The Queen’s School 
Sixth Form, their path to A-level brilliance 
is marked by mentorship, empowerment, 
and the unwavering support needed 
to excel. Sixth Form is the start of an 
exhilarating chapter of academic 
and personal growth. We don’t just 
prepare students for A-levels; we empower 
them to become confident, critical thinkers 
armed with academic excellence, integrity, 
and a global perspective, so they are poised 
to excel in their chosen field. 

When your daughter arrives in Sixth Form, 
she will be treated as the young adult 
she’s become. We continue to inspire 
students on their educational journey, 
with a curriculum designed to be both 
challenging and enriching, offering 
a wide range of A-level subjects to suit 
diverse interests and career aspirations. 

The open and relaxed atmosphere of our 
Sixth Form means students and teachers 
develop a real and meaningful dialogue. We 
see knowing your daughter as a vital part of 
ensuring she is content, fulfilled and working 
well to achieve her goals. Most importantly, 
for a smooth transition to university 
and the world of work, we give her 

the freedom to express her individuality 
and encourage her to think independently. 

Our bespoke Q-Elevate programme 
is designed exclusively for our Sixth 
Form students. This comprehensive 
academic enrichment and future skills 
programme is carefully curated to ensure 
that your daughter is prepared to meet 
challenges and lead confidently 
in the future. It encompasses four 
areas of focus: Q-Lead, Q-Global, Q-Enrich, 
and Q-Scholar; each will contribute to her 
holistic development as a “world-ready” 
young adult.

With Q-Elevate, your daughter will embark 
on a transformative journey, leaving our Sixth 
Form equipped with the aptitude, expertise, 
and values to achieve her own aspirations. 
Designed to address recent changes in 
the selection criteria used by universities, 
Q-Elevate goes beyond academics to help 
your daughter standout from the 
crowd, preparing her now for challenges 
ahead. Ultimately, Q-Elevate is about 
giving your daughter an advantage and 
helping her future-proof herself through a 
comprehensive programme of tailored life 
and business skills.
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Sixth Form

A Tailored Journey 
to A levels and a Bright Future
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Alongside studying 3-4 A-levels, students 
will be able to tailor their own Sixth 
Form experience to best prepare them 
for the future they wish to forge. They will 
select a range of Q-Elevate modules,, all 
of which focus on adding breadth to their 
repertoire to complement the depth of 
their academic studies. Supported by a 
Personal Tutor, students will build their own 
unique Progression Portfolio to demonstrate 
the courses completed and skills gained 
throughout their time at Sixth Form. 

As a relatively small Sixth Form, we can tailor 
our timetable to suit everyone. Tutors have 
the flexibility to personalise learning, 
playing to students’ strengths and talents, 
all the while supporting them to tackle any 
challenges. Our tutorial-style learning in 
Sixth Form is very much like university, with 
students debating and discussing topics in 
small groups led by a tutor. Here students 
learn to listen and to present their ideas 
coherently while growing in confidence over 
the two-year course.

Extra academic support is there in the form 
of lunchtime clubs and individual tutoring 
slots. Our tutors go above and beyond 
to ensure that students fully 
understand their subject and are well 
prepared for examinations. Whether it’s 
university applications, career planning, 
or pursuing other aspirations, we are 

committed to supporting your daughter 
every step of the way. Our teaching staff 
and careers department work closely with 
everyone to ensure good choices which 
benefit their long-term career ambitions. 

For those students wanting to pursue 
highly competitive courses, we offer 
specialist support and, where possible, 
match them with an alumna mentor 
who may be currently studying or have 
previously studied a relevant course.. 
A programme of dedicated activities 
supports all students interested in studying 
at Oxbridge (Oxford and Cambridge) and 
several visits to colleges are organised. 
Our medics, dentists and vets all receive 
additional support, including mock 
interviews from trained academics who are 
hugely experienced in helping 
girls with successful applications. 
Music, Drama and Art students students 
wishing to apply to highly competitive 
colleges will also find a wealth of 
experience and expertise at their fingertips. 

We aim to mould well-rounded individuals 
who are not only prepared for 
their A-level examinations but 
are also ready to embrace 
the challenges and 
opportunities that lie ahead. 

Take a closer look...
For an in-depth overview of each subject please 
scan the QR Code to access our Sixth Form 
Curriculum Booklet >>

Q-LEAD: Public-speaking, emotional intelligence, 
critical thinking, mentoring, debating, applied leadership.

Q-GLOBAL: Applied finance, politics, and global awareness, 
sustainability, project-leadership.

Q-ENRICH: Sports coaching award, lifeguard training, 
climbing (NICAS), LAMDA, ABRSM, volunteering / charity work, 
work experience.

Q-SCHOLAR: EPQ, MOOCS (online higher education accredited 
courses), academic lecture programme, Holdich Society.

https://www.thequeensschool.co.uk/senior-school-curriculum-booklet


Pathways to Success
We have a dedicated, full-time Careers Department guiding and 
supporting our girls and we are proud to have been awarded the highest 
possible ‘Gold Standard’ (nationally) for this provision. Pupils in Year 7-13 all 
benefit from timetabled sessions that build progressively with them during 
their education with us, helping ensure timely and relevant advice.

Our award-winning careers provision 
ensures that your daughter will be well-
prepared for her future endeavours and 
we are committed to helping her explore 
her interests, discover her passions, and 
pursue her dreams with confidence. 
Through various programmes, mentorship 
opportunities, and networking events, 
we equip our students with the 
skills and knowledge they need to 
succeed in their chosen paths.

Our Careers Department is very 
experienced and highly effective, with staff 
encouraging pupils to make informed 
judgements and sound decisions about 
their career and life choices.

Through this specialised provision, we aim to:

•	Inspire girls about their future prospects

•	Help them to make progress and achieve

•	Meet their career development needs

•	Enable them to make realistic and well-
informed career decisions and transitions

Pupils have access to a wealth of resources 
in our dedicated Careers Library and as girls 
progress through the school, and the focus 
turns more to the individual, each girl will 
have regular interviews and guidance with 
our full time Head of Careers. We can offer 
the Morrisby Psychometric Profile 
and use many different Careers software 

programmes, including ‘Unifrog’, to help 
with decisions at key times.

The School works closely with other 
partners and is fortunate in having many 
willing contacts from the professions, 
businesses and higher education to assist 
in the programme. All Year 11 girls are 
offered the opportunity to take part in our 
Work Experience programme. We attend 
the Oxbridge Regional Conference every 
year and the UCAS Higher Education Fair 
in Manchester. Almost all girls proceed 
to higher education, obtaining places on 
competitive courses at top universities. But 
whatever a girl’s choice for her future career 
might be, she will receive personal 
and dedicated help and advice.
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Results and destinations
For a closer look at our most recent results 
and the destination of our leavers, scan in this 
QR code  >>

“Our award-winning careers 
provision ensures that your 
daughter will be well-prepared 
for her future endeavours.”

www.thequeensschool.co.uk/our-school/results-leavers-destinations
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SEND Provision
The ethos of The Queen’s School encourages pupils to embrace their differences, to 
be self-aware enough to know how best they learn, and to never see a disability or a special 
educational need as a reason to not try something.

Queen’s is a happy and harmonious school, where pupils are celebrated as individuals 
and their welfare is our number one priority. 

Our warm and friendly 
environment and small class sizes 
ensure girls feel seen, heard, and valued, 
and flourish academically, socially, and 
emotionally. We will really get to know 
your daughter as an individual; where 
she excels or if she needs extra support. 
Our dedicated and passionate staff build 
lasting relationships that will empower 
your daughter to explore her passions 
and ignite her curiosity. These strong 
relationships foster a sense of belonging 
and support.

A clear system of rewards is in place to 
encourage excellent behaviour towards 
both teachers and other classmates. 
Visitors often comment on the friendly, 

can-do attitude of Queen’s 
girls and the real spirit of 
camaraderie that exists within 
year groups, Houses, sports 
teams and indeed across the 
entire School.

As a school, we truly believe in the 
positive power a strong relationship 
with parents and families can bring. 
Parents know that we see the wellbeing 
of our pupils as a fundamental part of 
their daughter’s all-round development 
and success. That is why our pupils are 
confident that their voice will always be 
heard, and that great interest is always 
being taken in their learning and their 
welfare. The parental survey carried out 
during the ISI inspection reinforced the 
confidence parents have in our 
pastoral care and highlighted the 
warm atmosphere created by the entire 
community. Strong communication 
between parents and School means 
concerns are addressed, and responded 
to, quickly.

Our commitment to our pupils was 
reflected when we were named ‘Most 
Supportive Independent School - 
North West England’ in the Lux Life 
Private Education Awards.

A Family 
Environment

Whilst we are an academically selective 
school, we provide excellent support for all 
pupils with medical conditions so that they 
have full access to education, including 
school trips and physical education.

Our small class sizes and ongoing 
assessments ensure that no child 
slips through the net and that any 
extra support necessary to access the 
curriculum is offered quickly, and pupils 
can continue to enjoy the work set 
in class.

At Queen’s, all staff are trained in support 
and the appropriate referral pathway. 
The School employs a fully trained SEND 
specialist teacher, who deals with a wide 
range of needs. This allows every pupil 
to achieve their full potential and 
benefit from the value a Queen’s education 
provides.

Pupil Voice 
We value the importance and benefits of listening to and empowering our pupils. 

Giving our girls responsibility nurtures 
collaboration, leadership, and negotiation, 
which is why it is central to our philosophy. 
Our pupils can make their voice 
heard in a variety of ways. From 
Student Councils and Parliaments to other 
roles such as Queen Bees, House Captains, 
Mentors, or as part of the Head Girls’ Team, 
our pupils have a say on what they eat, the 
charities they work with, how to invest and 
develop the School, and much, much more. 

We use pupil voice to engage the girls we 
work with, creating a culture where pupils 
know that their opinions are sought 
after, listened to, and acted upon, 
contributing to the development of school.

“Our small class sizes and 
ongoing assessments 
ensure that no child slips 
through the net.”



Nurturing Brilliance

Pushing the Boundaries 
of Learning 
At Queen’s we’re all about helping your daughter’s talents shine. Our approach is simple 
yet powerful: we create an environment where every girl’s unique gifts are 
celebrated and nurtured. We know that when our girls are stretched and challenged in 
just the right ways, incredible things can happen.

Our unwavering focus on academic 
excellence and personal growth ensures 
that every pupil is empowered to 
explore her boundaries, embrace 
challenges, and realise her 
aspirations. We create an environment 
where intellectual rigour and academic 
exploration are paramount. Engaging 
lessons spark curiosity and encourage pupils 
to push themselves and strive for new levels 
of understanding and accomplishment. 
Moreover, our extension activities, including 
a wide array of stimulating competitions 
and enriching experiences take learning to 
the next level.

If your daughter’s a budding musician, 
she’ll have the chance to shine at school 
events and even larger public stages. Maths 
Whizz? Get ready for regional and national 
competitions where she’ll show off her 
skills and bring home the wins. For those 
with a love for languages, our exciting 
trips and visits will have her practising 
her language skills in real-life situations, 
making learning come alive. If science is 
her thing, she will love attending academic 
residentials and meeting other science 
enthusiasts.

Talented sportswomen are given expert 
tuition to raise their game to the highest 
possible level, artists exhibit at regional 
exhibitions, aspiring actors immerse 
themselves in theatre, scrutinising 
professional performances and learning 
how to hone their own craft. Those with 
dreams of pursuing medicine or Oxbridge 
are certainly in the right place. We will 
provide your daughter with unparalleled 
support and guidance in navigating 
the intricate pathways of university 
admission.

Confidence and public-speaking are 
developed in so many ways. Through 
groups like the Holdich Society, she will 
step onto the public stage to speak about 
topics she is passionate about, while the 
Model United Nations programme offers 
a comprehensive platform for the 
development of persuasive communication 
and critical thinking. She will step into the 
shoes of diplomats, learning to debate, 
negotiate, and find common ground. 
This requires her to research extensively, 
construct compelling arguments, and 
collaborate effectively.

Our aim is to bring out the best in 
all our pupils by providing a rich 
and diverse programme of 
opportunities to extend their talents to 
the very highest levels. 

Pupils in Years 9, 10 and 11 can become part 
of our Leadership and Enhanced Academic 
Programme (LEAP), designed to offer 
learning opportunities and experiences 
that go beyond the usual curriculum. 
They explore and complete Massive Open 
Online Courses (MOOCs), giving them 
the opportunity to experience a specific 

field of study which would not normally 
be available to them. They are guided on 
research skills and academic writing to 
understand how to obtain valid research 
and writing methodologies. LEAP is not 
just about subjects; it’s about life 
skills too. Girls explore leadership styles, 
presentation skills, emotional intelligence, 
and body language so that they can 
appreciate the nuances of leadership and 
identify what type of leaders they might 
become and what characteristics they may 
wish to develop in future. 

These opportunities provide the perfect 
foundation for pupils to progress into 
Sixth Form and embark on our Q-Elevate 
programme.

Our overarching aspiration is to provide 
an educational journey that nurtures 
individual talents to their full potential. 
By embracing a plethora of opportunities, 
we empower our students to set their 
sights on the extraordinary.
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“Our overarching aspiration 
is to provide an educational 
journey that nurtures 
individual talents to their 
full potential.” 
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At Queen’s we understand that not everything can be (or should be) taught inside the 
classroom, which is why we place great emphasis on the individual getting outside or 
trying something new. 

Both the Lower and Senior School 
offer a wide variety of clubs, societies, 
competitions, and trips to enrich 
curriculum-learning and expand horizons. 
From pounding the streets of New York 
or skiing down the pistes of Italy, to 
experiencing the tastes and architecture 
of Barcelona, our girls broaden their 
minds and grow as a result - 
something we strive for every day as part of 
our aspire globally philosophy. 

Our pupils enjoy taking part in a variety of 
team and individual sports. Whether it be 

for fun with friends or as part of 
our competitive teams, girls can 
choose from a range of activities 
such as hockey, netball, tennis, 
rounders, football, badminton, 
and athletics, to name but a few. 

We are extremely proud of the successes 
we regularly achieve across all sports with 
many teams competing at a regional 
and national level.

Music options include orchestras, choirs, 
jazz band and ensembles with plenty of 
opportunity for performance at concerts, 
school events and our wonderful annual 
Music Festival. Drama groups also perform 
regularly and girls can take part in large 
or small school productions. Those not 
wanting to take centre stage can learn 
about set design, lighting, and crewing. 

Of course, academic clubs play a large part 
in our co-curricular offering, and many girls 
enjoy taking part in debating club, Model 
United Nations, Holdich Society, astronomy, 
and other such clubs. Fun and culture 
also feature in our co-curricular provision 
and this is where things such as pet club, 
animation, politics society, and gardening 
club all feature. If we do not offer something 
a pupil is interested in or likes, then they can 
even run a club themselves, letting them 
hold leadership positions, try new things 
and stand out from the crowd. 

Many of our pupils embrace the challenge 
of the Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and take the opportunity 
in Year 8 to join the Combined Cadet Force 
and be part of camps on military bases as 
well as lots of adventurous trips.

Together, these activities provide students 
with opportunities to explore their 
passions, develop essential life 
skills, and foster personal growth. 
Through challenges, setbacks, and 
achievements, students gain resilience and 
learn to embrace all of these as learning 
opportunities. These experiences enable 
students to step out of their comfort zones, 
increase confidence, build self-esteem, and 
develop a positive self-image.

Beyond the Classroom

Co  Curricular Clubs
Lower School Clubs

Art Club, Athletics, Ballet, Ball Games, Book 
Club, Computing/iPads, Construction Club, 
Dance, Digital Photography Club, Drawing Club, 
Dressing Up Club, Football, Hockey, iMovie Club, 
Lego, Netball, Nightingales Choir, Mindfulness, 
Orchestra, Outdoor Craft, Playground Games, 
Queen’s Young Journalists, Queen’s Young 
Voices Choir, Quiz Club, Rounders, Sewing 
Club, Skipping, Songbirds Choir, Spanish, Super 
Storytellers, Swimming, Tennis, Tabletop Games, 
Winter Crafts, Yoga.

Senior School Clubs 

CREATIVE – Brass Ensemble, Calligraphy Club, 
Chamber Choir, Clarinet Ensemble, Drama Fun, 
Drama Production, Epic Drama, Flute Ensemble, 
Junior Choir, Junior Orchestra, Knitting Club, 
Oboe Ensemble, Origami Club, Saxophone 
Ensemble, Senior Art Workshops, Senior Choir, 
Senior Ensemble, Senior Orchestra, String 
Ensemble, Textiles Club, Ukulele Group. 

SPORT – Athletics, Badminton, 
Cricket, Football, Gym, Hockey, Just 
Dance, Karate, Netball, Rounders, 
Rugby, Running, Tennis, Yoga. 

ACADEMIC – Academic Discussion, 
AS Biology Revision, Astronomy, Beginners 
Greek, BMAT/UKCAT, Chess Club, Creative 
Writing, CREST, Film Making, French 
Conversation, Intermediate Greek, Junior 
Debating, Kahoot Club, Language Disco, Maths 
Challenge, Med Soc, MUN, Philosothon, Psych 
Soc, Senior Debating, Spanish Club, Spanish 
Translation, Study Clubs. 

CULTURAL – Book Club, Code Club, Combined 
Cadet Force, Duke of Edinburgh, Eco Club, 
Economics Society, Gardening Club, Global 
Connections, History Film Club, International 
Cinema Club, International Culture Club, Literary 
Lunch, Minecraft Club, Politics Society, Quiz 
Club, Worldwise.



We take immense pride in our rich heritage and of the women who went on to 
pioneer, discover, lead, and forge great lives, many of whom were bursary or scholarship 
recipients. Our alumni boast award-winning artists and photographers, an Olympic 
medalist, leading doctors, lawyers, architects and civil servants, as well as TV presenters, 
researchers, engineers, authors and academics.

We remain committed to being 
at the forefront of women’s 
education and our incredible 
alumni community plays an active 
role in giving back to Queen’s in 
so many ways. Their generosity, 
mentorship, and contributions 

enrich the experiences of current students 
and help create a nurturing and supportive 
environment. 

Being a part of The Queen’s School 
community is not just about the years 
spent as a student; it is a lifelong 
affiliation. The School remains a 
constant source of pride and inspiration for 
our alumni, and they carry the values and 
experiences they gained here throughout 
their lives.

Belonging to Queen’s means being part 
of a supportive and caring community, 
where lasting friendships are formed 
and cherished. The bonds formed during 
school days continue to flourish, providing 
a strong network of support and 
encouragement in all facets of life.

The importance of a school’s alumni cannot 
be overstated, and they play a crucial role 
in maintaining the legacy and spirit of The 
Queen’s School. As former students, they 
are living examples of the School’s 
impact on shaping successful, 
compassionate, and accomplished 
women. The connection between 
Queen’s and its alumni is a lifelong bond, 
and their support and involvement make 
a significant difference in the lives of our 
current pupils.
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Some of the ways in which alumni give back include:

•	Scholarship Support: Many alumni generously contribute 
to bursary funds, enabling deserving students to access quality 
education and opportunities they might not otherwise experience.

•	Mentorship and Career Guidance: Alumni frequently 
return to the School to share their experiences and offer guidance 
to current students, helping them make informed decisions about their 

	 future careers.

•	Guest Speaker Series: Alumni are invited to share their expertise and insights 
through guest speaker series, inspiring and motivating students to pursue their 
passions.

•	Networking Opportunities: The Queen’s School alumni network provides 
a valuable resource for current students as they enter the professional world. 
Alumni often connect with students to offer advice, internships, or employment 
opportunities.

•	Support for School Initiatives: From supporting arts and sports programmes, 
to participating in fundraising events, alumni contribute to the growth and 
development of The Queen’s School community.

We remain committed to being at the forefront of women’s 
education and our incredible alumni community plays an 
active role in giving back to Queen’s in so many ways.

A Legacy of Excellence

Inspirational Alumni



Admission Process
•	Infants 
	 (Years R–2)

	 Girls are usually admitted into The Lower 
School at the start of the academic year 
(1st September – 31st August) in which 
they turn five years of age. To determine 
her potential, your daughter will spend 
time with our Early Years specialist team 
who will assess her through several play-
based activities. Great care is taken to 
ensure that girls are relaxed and happy 
when undertaking assessments.  

•	Juniors 
	 (Years 3–6)

	 Entry is determined by performance in 
mathematics, English and non-verbal 
reasoning assessments. Your daughter’s 
ability to grasp new concepts is more 
important to us than evidence of absolute 
knowledge. Your daughter’s assessment 
will be held in a friendly Junior 
classroom, enabling her to demonstrate 
her strengths in a supportive and 
encouraging environment.

•	Senior School 
	 (Year 7)

	 Entry to The Queen’s Senior School 
is determined by performance in 
mathematics, English and computer-
based verbal and non-verbal reasoning 
examinations, which take place in January 
of the year of entry. Samples of the 
entrance examinations and guidance 
notes are available upon registration. As in 
all entrance assessments, we are searching 
for potential and the ability to flourish in 
The Queen’s School environment. 

Prior to the examination we request 
a reference from the primary school 
headteacher and a copy of the past 
three years school reports. Interviews 
are also arranged during the admissions 
process and take the form of an informal 
chat with parents and daughters, and a 
member of the Senior Leadership Team.

•	All Senior year groups 
	 (Years 7-10)

	 To respond to individual circumstances, 
we can also conduct assessments and 
welcome new joiners throughout the 
year, if a space is available.

•	Sixth Form

	 Each year, we welcome a number of 
applicants from other schools, who 
choose to join Queen’s Sixth Form for 
its high academic standards, excellent 
results, and enriching co-curricular 
opportunities. Entry to the Sixth Form 
from other schools is dependent upon 
an interview and a presentation of 
an academic topic of their choice, a 
reference from their current school 
and 7 GCSEs/iGCSEs at Grade 6/B 
or above, with at least a 7/A in their 
chosen subjects.
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Scholarships
There are several academic scholarships available to girls at Queen’s, both at 
Year 7 entry and in the Sixth Form. 

Each scholarship signifies excellence in the area to which it relates and should be 
a source of great pride to the holder. Each scholarship is essentially an honorary 
award, but does also carry a small financial award, which is credited to the pupil’s fees 
account in the term in which it is awarded.

Bursaries
Although Queen’s is a fee-paying school there are opportunities for eligible parents 
to obtain financial assistance for their daughters at Infant, Year 7 and Year 12 entry.

Such support is known as a bursary and is 
awarded by way of a discount on tuition 
fees, depending on the financial or other 
relevant circumstances of applicants.

Bursaries are means-tested, and awards 
are made on the combined basis of 
academic merit and financial need 
and are assessed by an independent 
bursary administrator. Households with a 
total gross income exceeding £55,000 are 
unlikely to qualify for financial assistance. 

Due to the finite resources of the School’s 
Bursary Fund, not every eligible application 
for a bursary will be successful.

Parents who wish to apply for a bursary will 
need to complete a bursary application 
form, available from The Admissions 
Manager. The level of bursary support 
offered varies depending upon parental 
need and bursary funds available.

Individual assessments 
for all years can also take 
place throughout the year, 
if a space is available.
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