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Have My ride, 1986 

Foreword 
A s 1986 p rog res ses schools t h r o u g h o u t E n g l a n d a n d W a l e s p r e p a r e for t h e i n t ro ­
d u c t i o n o f G C S E for w h i c h t e a c h i n g will b e g i n in S e p t e m b e r . It is o v e r t h i r t y 
y e a r s s ince O Level a n d A Leve l r e p l a c e d S c h o o l C e r t i f i c a t e a n d H i g h e r S c h o o l 
C e r t i f i c a t e , a r a d i c a l c h a n g e in i ts d a y b u t f a r less s o t h a n t h e c h a n g e f r o m 
O Level t o G C S E is g o i n g t o b e . N o t h i n g c a n c o n t i n u e u n c h a n g e d f o r ever 
a n d O Leve l h a s h a d a ve ry l o n g i n n i n g s . T h e needs o f y o u n g p e o p l e s e e k i n g 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a n d e m p l o y m e n t in t h e 1980 's a n d 9 0 ' s a r e ve ry d i f fe ren t f rom 
t h o s e o f the i r p r e d e c e s s o r s o f t h i r ty yea r s a g o ; sub jec t s t hemse lve s h a v e e v o l v e d , 
a s h a v e t e a c h i n g m e t h o d s a n d t h e p h i l o s o p h y o f e d u c a t i o n , a n d th i s m u s t be 
ref lected in t h e e x a m i n a t i o n s y s t e m . In the w o r d s of t h e G e n e r a l C r i t e r i a , issued 
b y t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n a n d Sc i ence , t h e n e w e x a m i n a t i o n a i m s " t o 
e n a b l e all c a n d i d a t e s t o d e m o n s t r a t e w h a t they k n o w , u n d e r s t a n d a n d c a n d o " . 
W e look f o r w a r d t o t h e f u t u r e w i th i n t e r e s t . 

M e a n w h i l e , t h e life o f t h e s c h o o l g o e s o n w i t h the c u s t o m a r y m i x t u r e o f h * r d 
w o r k a n d fun d e s c r i b e d in t h i s i s sue o f H a v e M y n d e . In t h e c o u r s e o f t h e yea r 
M r s . Br ien h a s r e t i r e d f r o m h e r p o s t in t h e M a t h e m a t i c s D e p a r t m e n t a n d M r s . 
W r i g h t f r o m he r p a r t - t i m e c h e m i s t r y t e a c h i n g . W e a r e g r a t e f u l t o t h e m b o t h 
fo r the i r m a n y y e a r s o f s e rv i ce a n d wi sh t h e m well in t h e i r n e w - f o u n d f r e e d o m 
t o p u r s u e f resh i n t e r e s t s . 

M . F a r r a 



The Staff, May 1986 

Headmistress: Miss M. Farra, M.Sc, London 

Mrs. J. Affleck, M.A., Oxpn. 
A. Berry, &A., G.R.S.M., Manchester, D.A.S.E., Liverpool, R.A.M., 

A.R.M.C.M., A.R.C.O. 
Mrs. P. Bradbeer, Ph.D., Dunelm 
Mrs. F. Brown, B.A.Hons., Wales 
Miss R. Callaway, B.A.Hons., Liverpool 

* C.V. Cook, B.Sc.Hons., Wales 
Mrs. K. Dewhurst, Mus.B.Hons., Manchester 
Miss E.M. Edwards, B.Sc.Hons.. Manchester 
Mrs. C. Ferris, B.A.Hons., London 
Mrs. A. Hardwick, M.A., Oxon 
Miss J.E. Hargreaves, B.A.Hons., London 
Miss S.D. Hayes, Gloucester, T.C.D.S. 
Miss M. Hemming, B.A.Hons., Lancaster, M.A., Birmingham 
Mrs. S.V. Nightingale, B.A., Manchester Polytechnic 
Miss V. Nowell, M.A., Birmingham 
Mrs. H. Parker, B.A.Hons., Oxon 
Mrs .M. Prince, B.A.Hons., Sheffield 
Miss C. Quail, B.Sc.Hons., Hull 

* Miss P. Stanley, B.Sc.Hons., Reading 
Mrs. C. Tottey, B.Ed., I.M.Marsh College of Physical Education 
Miss M. Walters, B.A.Hons., Leicester 
Mrs. L. Waring, B.Ed., l.M.Marsh College of Physical Education 
K.R. Young, Ph.D., M.Ed., Liverpool, C.Chem., M.R.l.C. 

Part-time Staff 
Mrs. S.J. Bastin, B.Sc.Hons. London 
A. Bent, B.Sc.Hons., Birmingham 
Mrs. M.T. Berry, M.A., Dublin 
Mrs. S.J. Bowden, B.A., Manchester 
Miss F. Brett, B.A.Hons., Manchester Polytechnic 

* Mrs.'D.M. Carter, B.A.Hons., Wales 
Mrs. M. Chorley, B.A.Hons.. Manchester 
Mrs. J . Entwisle, B.Sc.Hons., London 

* Mrs. S; Exley 
Mrs. J. Falcon, B.A., Open University 
Mrs. N. Fowler, B.A.Hons., Liverpool 

« Mrs. C P . Johnson, Ph.D., London 
Mrs. E.L. Jones, B.Sc.Hons., Bristol 
Mrs. P. Maddocks, B.A.Hons., London 

* Mrs. F.M. Prescott 
Mrs. E.D. Rowland, B.Sc.Hons., Bristol 
Mrs. S.M. Stinson, B.Sc.Hons., London 
Mrs. H. Teige, B.A., Manchester 
Mrs. M.C. Wiley, B.Sc.Hons., Liverpool 

* Mrs. G. Zagel-Millmore 

Part-time Music Staff 
J. Gough, G.Mus.Hons,, R.N.C.M., P.P.R.N.C.M., A.R.C.M.Hons., 
F.L.C.M. 
Mrs. R. Heasman, L.R.A.M. 
Mrs. J.M. Holmes, Mus.B.Hons., G.R.S.M., A.R.M.C.M. 
Mrs. J.M. Johnson, A.R.M.C.M. 
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• Mrs. C.E.Jones, B.A.. Glasgow, L.G.S.M. 
Mrs. V.M. Lees, L.R.A.M.. A.R.C.M. 
Mrs. G. Sawicka, L.R.A.M. Graduate of Kiev Conservatoire 
Mrs. E. Stringer, L.R.A.M. 
D. Thomas, A.R.M.C.M. 
Mrs. G. Thomas, A.R.C.M. 
Mrs. B.A.L. Webber. A.G.S.M. 

The Junior School at Nedham House 
Head of Department: Miss M.N. Whitnall, B.Ed.Hons., C.N.A.A., 

Didsbury College 
Miss S.M. Paice, Goldsmiths' College, London 
Miss S. Riley, B.Ed., Homerton College, Cambridge 

Part-time Staff 
Mrs. M. Chorley, B.A.Hons., Manchester 

• Mrs. J. Stewart, B.Mus., Birmingham, A.L.C.M. 
Mrs. M.D. Meredith, C.F. Mott College of Education 

The Preparatory Department at Sandford House 
Head of Department: Mrs. M. Whelan, Chester College, B.A., 

Open University 
Mrs. R.A. Evans, B.Ed.Hons., Liverpool 
Mrs. D.M. Judge, Mount Pleasant T.C., Liverpool 

Part-time Staff 
Mrs. G.M. Gough, Bedford Froebel Training College 
Mrs. A. Roberts, St. Mary's College, Cheltenham 

Secretary: Mrs. N. Green 
Assistant Secretary: Mrs. K. Jones 
Domestic Bursar: Mrs. M. Harrison 
Assistant Domestic Bursar: Mrs. P.M. Brambell 
Administrative Assistant: C P . Hudspith 
Laboratory Assistants: Mrs. L. Aves, B.Sc., Dunelm 

Mrs. J . C Barnes, O.N.C. 
Mrs. G.M. Hobson, H.N.C. 

Technical Assistant: •R .I .C. Holland, H.N.C. 

• We welcome these members of staff who have joined us recently. The following 
members of staff left during the past year: Mrs. M. Brien, Mrs. A. 
Brocklehurst, Mrs. C. Fowles, Mrs. L. Hailett, R.A. Hands, Mrs. C M . 
Hargreaves, Miss M. Livett. Mrs. G. Jones, L. Norris, Mrs. A. Whitty. Mrs. D. 
Wright. 

Those in Authority, 1986 
Head Girl: Clare Burke 
Deputies: Helen Clark 

Angela Cobden 
Miss Walters, Lara Fisher-Jones, Carol Goy. Jane 
Hainsworth, Ccrian Savin, Lorna Warren 
Mrs. Fowler, Wendy Grimshaw, Selena Leggett, Susan 
Moyes. Catherine Owen, Lucinda Polding 

"Have Mynde" Editorial: Miss Walters, Miss Callaway, Mrs. Nightingale. Carey 
Bamber, Alison Butler, Elise Campbell, Alyson Jones. 
Helen Kinsman, Catherine Wilcox 

"Have Mynde" Business: Mrs. Brown 

Reference Librarians: 

Fiction Librarians: 
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We Congratulate 
Miss C. Jones on her marriage to Mr. A. Tottey on 3rd August 1985; 
Miss M. Hemming on her award of an M.A. from Birmingham University on completion 
of a thesis on 'The Novels of Francois Mauriac'; 
Mrs. L. Waring on being a member of The Senior North Territorial Lacrosse team; 
Katie Willis on her captaincy of The Cheshire Junior Lacrosse Team, Alice Carden on 
her vice-captaincy and both on being selected for The Junior North Territorial Lacrosse 
Team. 
The following who were awarded places ai Oxford and Cambridge: 
Jane Ash worth at Clare College, Cambridge, to read Medical Sciences; 
Jacqueline Briggs at Oriel College, Oxford, to read Modern Languages; 
Catriona Duncan at Exeter College, Oxford, to read Mathematics; 
Kim Edwards at Hertford College, Oxford, to read Law; 
Jane Nash at Somerville College, Oxford, to read Modern Languages; 
Judith Pennington at Christ's College. Cambridge, to read Mathematics; 
Helen Wall at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, to read Oriental Studies; 
Zoe Watkinson at Downing College, Cambridge, to read Law; 
Katie Willis at Pembroke College, Oxford, to read Geography; 
Rachel Yales at King's College, Cambridge, to read Archaeology and Anthropology. 

Mrs. Marjorie Brien 

M r s . B r i e n c a m e to t e a c h , p a r t - t i m e , in t h e M a t h e m a t i c s D e p a r t m e n t o n t h e 
r e t i r e m e n t o f M i s s J o y T o l l i d a y in 1974. In i t i a l ly s h e c a m e fo r s ix m o n t h s b u t 
w e w e r e v e r y h a p p y t h a t s h e s t a y e d e l even y e a r s , b e i n g a fu l l - t ime m e m b e r o f 
t h e d e p a r t m e n t f r o m 1977 u n t i l h e r r e t i r e m e n t last J u l y . 

D u r i n g t h a t t i m e a l m o s t t w o t h i r d s o f t h e s c h o o l w a s t a u g h t b y he r a t s o m e 
t i m e a n d r e m e m b e r s h e r l ively l e s s o n s a n d m a t h e m a t i c a l g a m e s o n t h e field 
a t t h e e n d o f t h e s u m m e r t e r m . 

W e w i s h h e r a l o n g a n d h a p p y r e t i r e m e n t a n d h e a r t h a t s h e is still a s b u s y 
a s e v e r . S h e is h e l p i n g w i t h t h e L i t e r a c y s c h e m e in W r e x h a m a n d h a s e n r o l l e d 
f o r a d e g r e e c o u r s e ( in E n g l i s h ) w i t h t h e O p e n U n i v e r s i t y . 

A . H . 
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Gifts to the School 
W e s h o u l d l ike to r e c o r d o u r a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

Books and contributions to the Library funds: M r s . M . B e n t l e y , M r . a n d 
M r s . B u r n h a m , L o r d C h a l f o n t , M r s . C h u r t o n , M r s . H a r k e r (a c o p y o f 
h e r n e w b o o k ' T h e Secre t o f a S a x o n S u m m e r ' ) , S a n d r a M a c g r e g o r 
H a s t i e (a c o p y o f ' T r o u b l e d T i m e s ' , a n a n t h o l o g y o f S p a n i s h p o e t r y 
w h i c h s h e h a s ed i t ed a n d t r a n s l a t e d ) , M r . a n d M r s . H e a l e y a n d 
C a t h e r i n e , M r s . A n n e l i L i n d r o o s , M i s s M . L i v e t t , M r . R a y , C a n o n 
J . C . S l a d d e n (a c o p y o f h is b o o k ' B o n i f a c e o f D e v o n ' ) 

Other Cheques: M r s . K i m b e r l e y a n d E l i s a b e t h , M r . a n d M r s . P a t o n a n d 
V i c t o r i a , M r . a n d M r s . P e n n i n g t o n , M r . a n d M r s . Wi l l i s a n d 
S t e p h a n i e , M r . Y a r w o o d 

. Copies of Music: Miss M . W h i t n a l l , M i s s M . W o o d 
Records: M r s . Br ien , M i s s M . W o o d . R e c o r d o f ' T h e S c h o l a r s ' — K y m 

A m p s 
Anna Markland Trophy for Music: C e s t r i a n C o n c e r t s S o c i e t y 
Science Apparatus: Shell R e s e a r c h 
Picture for Sixth Form Room: U p p e r S ix th 
Pencil Drawing of the school: M r s . C . M c C r e e d i e 
Set of Books on Photography: A l i s o n H u t t o n U 1 V F 
Money for Furniture and Furnishings in the Sixth Form Coffee Room and 

Lower Sbcth Common Room: T h e P a r e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n 

Gifts to Nedham House 
Computer Programmes: M r s . R o b e r t s a n d N i c o l a 
'Earth from Space' Meteorological Office Posters: M r . a n d M r s . A d l e y 
Paper and Card for practical activities: Mrs'. K. J o n e s , M r . A d n i t t 
Photographs of Y.O.C. outing and Tatton visit: M r . a n d M r s . G u h a a n d 

P r i y a 

Book and Cassettes: M r . a n d M r s . M i t c h e l l a n d S a r a h 
Music stands: M r . a n d M r s . Hi l l a n d J a n e , C l a r e D a v i e s 
Garden tools' M r . a n d M r s . W r i g h t a n d S i a n 
Electric food mixer: M r . a n d M r s . B a t e a n d C a r o l i n e 
Bird nesting box: M r . a n d M r s . T a y l o r a n d A n n a b e l 
Oven mitt and Snoopy apron: M r . a n d M r s . W y n n e a n d C a r o l i n e 
Bottle garden: M r . a n d M r s . M u r p h y a n d E l i z a b e t h 
Cut-glass flower vase for the hall: M r . a n d M r s . P o w e l l a n d C a t h e r i n e 
Terra-cotta strawberry pot: M r s . F r a n k l i n a n d A y l i s h 
Tennis racquet: M r . a n d M r s . F o r d a n d S a m a n t h a 
Oil paints and Art manikin: M r . a n d M r s . W i e r i n g a a n d F e n n e k e 
Books for the library: D r . a n d M r s . B u r k e a n d L a u r a , M r . a n d M r s . 

C l a y t o n a n d S a r a h , M r s . D a v i d s o n a n d F i o n a , M r . a n d M r s . G r a h a m -
P a l m e r a n d A l i c e , M r . a n d M r s . G u h a a n d P r i y a , M r . a n d M r s . 
P a t h a k a n d C h a r u , M r . a n d M r s . S i n c l a i r a n d P a u l i n e , M r . a n d M r s . 
W h i t e a n d J o a n n e , M r . a n d M r s . W i c k s o n a n d P e n e l o p e , M r . a n d 
M r s . W i l s o n a n d Rache l 

'Spending money'for books or art/pottery equipment: D r . a n d M r s . 
H o l l i n r a k e a n d P a t r i c i a , M r . a n d M r s . R o g e r s a n d L a r a i n e , M r . a n d 

• M r s . S c o t t a n d S a r n i a 
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Fancy dress pattern: M r s . S inc l a i r 
Aneroid barometer: M r . a n d M r s . D a w s o n a n d H e a t h e r 
Scripture books: S a n d f o r d H o u s e 
Carpets and Chairs for the staffroom: M r . a n d M r s . P a i c e a n d M i s s P a i c e 
Sumach tree: M r . a n d M r s . B r o t h e r t o n 
Large decorative candle and wreath: M r . a n d M r s . P a y n e a n d L a r a 
Rose bushes: M r s . D . B r o w n 
Large cutlery tray for the cookery corner: M i s s F a r r a a n d M i s s E d w a r d s 
W e a p o l o g i s e t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g i t em w a s o m i t t e d f r o m t h e list o f gifts o f 
1984 l e a v e r s , p r i n t e d in H a v e M y n d e 1 9 8 5 ; 
Computer software token: M r . a n d M r s . P o t t s a n d C a r o l i n e 

Juniper bush: J o n a t h a n Beck 
Books: D a n i e l B e n t o n , H e a t h e r D a w s o n 
Large Photograph Album: Sa l l y B o w d e n 
Tapes of A led Jones: K a t e D o w n e y 
Model Steam Engine for Science: S i m o n H e w i t t 

Prizes and Awards, 1985 

Gifts to Sandford House 

FORM PRIZES 

Lower Fifth 
Prizes for good work Ruth Cunlifle 

Carolyn Dalton 
Anna Dawson 
Kate Jones 
Lindsay McGonagle 
Stephanie Menday 
Sarah Wyllie 

Upper Fifth 
Prizes for good work Elise Campbell 

Helen Clark 
Angela Cobden • 
Carol Goy 
Sarah Hickson 
Jane Higginbotham 
Julie Tattam 

Lower Sixth 
Prize for Games 
Prize for Service to 

the School as Deputy Head Girl 
Prize for Service to 

Susan Barker 
Bethan Roberts 
Sally Thomas 

the School as Head Girt 
Queen Victoria's Jubilee Scholarship. 

Katie Willis 
Catr iona Duncan 

Upper Sixth 
Prize for outstanding work at A Level 
Prize for outstanding work at A Level, 

especially in physical sciences 

Jacqueline Briggs 

Suzanne Cr ibb 
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Prize for outstanding work at A Level, 
especially in art 

Prize for outstanding work at A Level 
Prize for outstanding work at A Level, 

especially in modern languages 
Prize for outstanding work at A Level, 

especially in german 
Prize for outstanding worn at A Level, 

especially in mathematics 
Prize for outstanding work at A Level 

Kathleen Gillett 
Janet Harvey ' 

Catherine Healey j 
Janet Reeve ' 

Judith Pennington 
Jane Romer 
Moya Stevenson 
Zoe Watkinson ' 

SUBJECT PRIZES 
English Sally Taylor 

Victoria Young 
History Llewela Charles-Jones 
Geography Jacqueline Fearnall 
Economics Rachel Y t̂es 
Classics Lynne Warrington 

Stephanie Willis 
French Katherine Bott 

Elisabeth Kifnberley 
German Sally Taylor 
Chemistry Melanie Ashton 
Home Economics Emma Francis 
Games Jacqueline Fearnall 
Prizes for progress in physics Fiona Leslie 
Prize for progress in music Joanne Ramsden 
Prize for progress in English Clare Hainsworth 
Prize for general progress Annabel Lewis 

Jennifer Longden 
Prize for service to the school Susan Callery 

Clare Hainswonh 
Naomi Jones 
Jane Peaker 

Prize for service to the neighbourhood Joanna Houghton 

CP. WITTER AWARD 1985 (a week on theOcean Youth Club sailing vessel. 'Francis Drake"). 
Hilary Parker. 

PHYLLIS BROWN MEMORIAL TRAVEL BURSARY 1985 
Judith Allanson for an elective period in China as part of her medical course. 

PHYLLIS WAYMOUTH'S TRAVEL BURSARY 1985 
Rachel \ates for work with the Project Trust in Zimbabwe. 

GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION, 1985 
The following passed in four or moresubjects at Ordinary Level: Jane Aston. Carey Bamber, 
Tamsin Bowra, Bridget Bullivant, Alison Butler, Fiona Ca mi triers, Angela Cobden, Louise 
Fielding, Lara Fisher-Jones, Carol Goy, Wendy Grimshaw, Jane Hainsworth, Angela Huxley, 
Caroline Luk^r, Fiona Marsden, Catherine McNay, Rachel Mills, Catherine Owen, Deborah 
Parker, Rachel Pennington, Lucinda Polding, Elspeih Small, Sarah Ward, Lorna Warren, 
Penelope Weston, Lisa Whalley, Catherine Wilcox. Jennifer Wright. 
Carolyn Andrews, Rowan Browning. Clare Burke, Elise Campbell, Helen Clark, Janette 
Cribb, Leontine de Galan, Beth Hamer, Nicola Haresnape, Joanna Harrison, Sarah Hickson, 
Jane Higginboiham, Anne Hutchinson, Louise Isserlis, Sarah Jackson, Helen Kinsman, 
Diane Lawson, Nicola Limb, Caroline Moss, Susan Moves, Alison Owen, Louise Reynolds-
Jones, Cerian Savin, Julia Scott, Maria Shepherd, Elsbeth Smedley, Caryn Smith, Julie 
Tattam. 
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ADVANCED LEVEL 
Five subjects:— 
Judith Pennington 

Four subjects:— 
Melanie Ashton, Katherine Bon, Jacqueline Briggs, Anna Brown, Llewela Charles-Jones, 
Suzanne Cribb, Jacqueline Fearnall, Emma Francis, Kathleen Gilletl, Vanessa Ginn, Vic­
toria Griffith, Clare Hainsworth, Mary Harding, Rebecca Hart, Janet Harvey, Joanna 
Hous ton , Elizabeth Irwin, Naomi Jones, Elisabeth Kimberley, Julia King, Rachel Knight, 
Fiona Leslie, Annabel Lewis, Sally Low, Rachel McDonnell, Sarah Mills, Jane Peaker, Bridget 
Plottier, Janet Reeve, Jane Romer, Moya Stevenson, Joanna Street, Helen Taylor, Sally Taylor, 
Ann Warne, Lynne Warrington, Katherine Whittaker, Stephanie Willis, Lisa Wilson, Rachel 
Yates, Victoria Young. 

Three subjects:— 
Valerie Ashe, Susan Callery, Virginia Cleeves, Sally Harper, Catherine Healey, Joanne 
Ramsden, Christina Smedley, Wendy Somerset-Jones, Jane Tickle, Rachel Walker, Rachel 
Walton, Zoe Watkinson. 

Two subjects:— 
Jennifer Longden, Christina Winnard. 

One subject:— 
Helen Collins, Clare Jones. 

Higher Education and Employment 
Valerie Ashe 

Melanie Ashton 
Katherine Bott 
Sheila Braine (left 1984) 
Jacqueline Briggs 
Anna Brown 

Susan Callery 
Nicola Chamberlin (left 1984) 

Llewela Charles-Jones 
Virginia Cleeves 
Helen Collins 
Joanne Cooper (left 1984) 
Suzanne Cribb 
Shirley Davies (left 1984) 
Gaynor de Wit (left 1984) 
Jacqueline Fearnall 
Emma Francis 
Kathleen Gillet 
Victoria Griffith 

Clare Hainsworth 
Mary Harding 
Rebecca Hart 
Janet Harvey 
Catherine Healey 

Joanna Houghton 
Elizabeth Irwin 
Catherine Jobson (left 1984) 

Bristol Polytechnic: Modern Languages and 
Information Systems 
Liverpool: Chemistry 
Newcastle: Medicine 
St. Martins School of Art, London: Fine Art 
Oriel College, Oxford (1986): Modern Languages 
Middlesex Polytechnic: European Business 
Administration 
Lancaster: Marketing and German Studies 
Seale-Hayne College of Agriculture: HND 
Agriculture 
Durham (1986): History 
Cardiff: Institutional Management 
Barclays Bank: Banking 
Durham: Economics 
Edinburgh: Chemistry 
Birmingham: Geography 
City: Economics 
Durham: Geography 
Cardiff: Home Economics 
Goldsmiths' College, London: Drama and French 
North East Wales Institute: Personal Assistant's 
Diploma 
Durham: English 
UMIST: Management Science 
Durham: French 
Bristol:Veterinary Science 
Worcester College, Oxford (Exhibition): Modern 
Languages' 
Chester College of Higher Education: Education 
Sheffield Polytechnic: Business Studies 
University College, London: Statistics, Computing, 
Operational Research and Economics 
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Clare Jones Countess of Chester Hospital (1986): Nursing 
Naomi Jones York: Biology 
Carole Kenyon (left 1984) Sheffield: Biology 
Elisabeth Kimberley Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford: Modern Languages 
Julia King Bath College of Higher Education (1986): Home 

Economics 
Rachel Knight UMIST (1986): Electrical/Electronic Engineering 
Sally Leaman (left 1984) Bedford/Royal Holloway: English 
Fiona Leslie St. Andrews: Medical Science 
Annabel Lewis St. Thomas's Hospital Medical School: Medicine 
Jennifer Longden Chester College of Further Education: Personal 

Assistant's Diploma 
Sally Low Southampton College of Higher Education: ISVA 

Fine Arts and Chattels Course 
Clare Madden (left 1984) Reading: Psychology 
Sarah Mills Loughborough (1986): Physical Education and 

Sports Science 
Caroline Paul (left 1984) Durham: Classics 
Judith Pennington Christ's College, Cambridge: Mathematics 
Bridget Plottier Liverpool Polytechnic: Architectural Studies 
Joanne Ramsden Newcastle: Music 
Janet Reeve King's College, London: English Literature and 

_ Language 
Jane Romer Nottingham: Mathematics 
Christina Smedley Kent: American Literature 
Wendy Somerset-Jones Chester College of Further Education: Art 

Foundation Course 
Moya Stevenson King's College, London: Law with German 
Joanna Street Lego UK: Sales Administration Assistant 
Helen Taylor King's College, London: Classics 
Sally Taylor York: English 
Jane Tickle Wrexham College of Art: Art Foundation Course 
Rachel Walker Bristol: Law 
Rachel Walton Wrexham College of Art: Art Foundation Course 
Ann Warne Reading (deferred place): Land Management 
Lynne Warrington Nottingham: Classics 
Zoe Watkinson Downing College, Cambridge fl986): Law 
Katherine Whittaker Birmingham: French/Spanish 
Stephanie Willis St. Hilda's College, Oxford: Classics 
Lisa Wilson Hatfield Polytechnic: Business Studies 
Rachel Yates King's College, Cambridge (1986): Archaeology and 

Anthropology 
Victoria Young Manchester: English and Drama 

Modern Languages Association 
T h e f o l l o w i n g gi r ls w e r e p l a c e d in t h e R e g i o n a l , F i n a l s o f t h e S p o k e n W o r d 
C o m p e t i t i o n , h e l d a t B i r k e n h e a d S c h o o l o n S a t u r d a y A p r i l 2 7 t h , 1985 . 
German: U n d e r 14 : M a r y S t e v e n s ( l s t ) 

U n d e r 16: Ve r i t y E d w a r d s ( 3 r d ) 
U n d e r 18 : J o a n n a S t r e e t ( l s t ) 

French: U n d e r 14: V i c t o r i a Swif l ( 2 n d ) 
U n d e r 16: A y l a U s t a y ( 3 r d ) 

M a r y S t e v e n s a n d J o a n n a St ree t t h e r e f o r e r e p r e s e n t e d t h e r e g i o n in t h e N a t i o n a l 
F i n a l s , h e l d in L o n d o n o n J u n e 2 9 t h . M a r y d i d v e r y wel l t o b e p l a c e d f i rs t 
in t h e ' U n d e r 14' g r o u p ; he r pr ize i n c l u d e d a w e e k ' s h o l i d a y in Ber l in in O c t o b e r . 
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Sports Reports 
Tennis, 1985 
l s t VI 2nd VI U15 VI U14 VI 
S. Barker (Capt .) R. Reynolds G. Willis L. Willis 
A . Carden H . Parker G. Gillespie A . Toosey 
M. Stevenson K. Willis * R. Hignett S. Rae 
S . Willis S. T h o m a s E. Elvin V. Bate 
J . Cr ippin J. Corley J. Andrew K. Sherratt 
M . A r d e n K. Turner E. C o m e s E. McMillan 

S. Cotgreave S. Bestwick S. H a n 
J . Clark V. Edwards 
J . Chamber l in M. Sinclair 

U14B VI 
C . Bond 
K. Bond 
R. Clark 
C . Whit t le 
E . Senior 
A . Swift 
A . Wright 
A . Pia t t 

U13 VI 
H. Owen 
V. Pa ton 
N . Morgan 
J. Beese 
P . Bickerton 
A. Harcour t 

U13B VI 
E. Ford 
S. Raizada 
K. Brat tan 
C. Davies 
R. Wilson 
C. Dodd 

Colours — Senior; Susan Barker, Jill Crippin, Michelle Arden 
Junior: Gina Gillespie, Gaynor Willis, Jane Andrew. 

M a n y matches were, once again , cancelled because of the teachers ' dispute. T h e results 
of the matches played are as follows: 

ls t VI W O N against I .M. Mar sh , Birkenhead, Whitby, More ton Hall , 
Huyton 

2nd VI W O N against Birkenhead, Howells 
LOST against I . M. Marsh , Merchant Taylors 

U16 VI W O N against Abbeygate 
LOST against Whi tby 

U15 VI W O N against Merchant Taylors , Whitby, Christ leton, Huy ton 
LOST against Birkenhead, More ton Hall 

U14 VI W O N against Whi tby , Christ leton 
L O S T against Birkenhead, Merchant Taylors 

U13 VI W O N against Whi tby , Abbeygate 
LOST against Merchant Taylors , Birkenhead 

T o u r n a m e n t s 
Aberdare Cup — 1st Round: 

2nd Round: 
Area finals: 

Cheshire Cup — 1st Round: 
2nd Round: 
Final: 

W O N against Birkenhead, Cheadle Hulme, 
L o r e t t o . 
W O N against Hartford^ Wilmslow 
L O S T against Withington 
W O N against Moun t Carmel 
W O N against Ellesmere Por t 
W O N against Sale 
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Cheshire Schools L.T.A. Doubles Championships. 
Senior Team: Winners 
Intermediate Team: Winners 
Junior Team: Runners U p 

Chester and District Tournaments — cancelled because of the teachers' dispute 

Midland Bank Tournament: 
U I 3 age group — Cheshire Runners U p 
U15 age group — Cheshire Winners. They therefore progressed to the North-West Tour­
nament where they WON against Withington, Belvedere and Queen Mary. As North-
West winners the team played against the Scottish winners and WON against Wood-
farm H.S. Glasgow. In the North final the team played against Bradford H.S. They DREW 
3-3 in matches but Bradford won on games and went through to the National finals. 

School Tournaments: 

1st VI Singles 
Senior Singles 
Junior Team Singles 
UIV 'non- team' Singles 
LIV Singles 
Remove Singles 
Senior Doubles 

Winner 
J. Crippin 
A. Carden 
G. Gillespie 
A. Pickering 
N. Morgan 
V. Burke 
J. Crippin 
M. Stevenson 

Runner Up 
M. Arden 
H. Parker 
G. Willis 
E. Hill 
J. Beese 
C. Dawson 
S. Barker 
H. Parker 

House matches Senior 
Junior 

Westminster 
Westminster 

Hockey, 1985-86 
ls t XI 2nd XI U15 XI 

GK M. Arden H . Kinsman C. Whittle 
RB K. Turner N . L i m b / R . Cunliffe L. Stent 
LB A. Carden T. B o w r a / W . McVicker L. Willis 
RH C. Oul t ram J C r i b b / C . Fulford E. McMillan 
C H S. Cotgreave J. S c o t t / C . Dalton R. Clark (Capt . ) 
LH S. Barker (Capt.) J. H igg inbo tham/K. Jones V. Bate 
RW K. Willis A . C o b d e n / A . Consterdinc A. 1^)osey 
RI G . Gillespie J. A s t o n / J . Andrew C. Bond 
C F J . Clark C . B u r k e / M . Sinclair R. McGrath 
LI I . Chamberl in K. Wi lcox /G. Willis K. Bond 
L W H . Parker H . C l a r k / E . Elvin S. Rae 
also T. Bowra K. Heap 
played G. Willis A. Piatt 

U14 XI U13 XI 
GK C. Davies K. P e a r s e / D . Bate 
RB F . Brown V. Bowra 
LB J. Beese J . Fearnall 
RH K. Brattan C . Irwin 
C H R. Cornes V. Burke 
LH S. Raizada C . Dawson 
RW S. Ar thur S. Wat ts 
RI A . Harcourt M. Rober tson 
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C F N. Morgan P . Jebson 
L I H . Owen L. Shaw 
L W E. Ford S. Holiday 
also C . Surfleet V.Connerty 
played P . Bickerton K. Peel 

C . Dodd H . Milner 

Senior Colours: Susan Barker (1984), Alice Carden , Joanna Clark, Katie Willis, Sarah 
Cotgreave , Kathryn Turne r 

Junior Colours: Rebecca Cla rk . Samantha Rae , Lindsay Stent 

House Matches Junior Westminster 
Senior Westminster 

Match Results 
T h e teachers ' dispute badly affected the winter fixture programme and the teams had 
to travel further afield in search of compet i t ion . N o tournaments were held, except for 
the National Schoolgirls Championships . The results of the matches played are as follows: 

W o n Drawn Lost Goa l s Goals 
For Against 

1st XI 7 > 3 4 16 12 
2nd X I / U 1 6 XI 4 3 2 10 4 
U15 XI 4 4 3 15 9 
U14 XI 6 1 2 18 9 
U13 XI 2 . f 3 4 9 

Matches were played against: Helsby, Whi tby , Har t ford , Abbeygate, I .M. Marsh, 
Birkenhead, Sir John Deane's, Manchester, Altrincham, King's, Merchant Taylors, Queen 
Mary, West Kirby, King's Hospital , Dublin. 

National Schools Tournament: 
1st XI W O N against Widnes Vlth Form College and therefore represented Cheshire. In 
the Regional finals the team D R E W against Bradford, LOST against Winstanley College. 
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Lacrosse, 1985-86 
Lacrosse Captain — Anna Jones 

lst Xl l 2nd XII UI5 UM UI3 
A. Jones N. Limb M. James S. Arthur V. Bowra 
C. Bond A. Butler C. Whittle J. Beese S. Watts 
J. Clark J. Cribb A. Toosey N. Morgan C. Dawson 
A. Carden J. Aston K. Heap E. Ford D. Bate 
S. Barker H. Kinsman S. Rae R. Cornes C. Irvin 
A. Consterdine J. HigginbothamC. Bond A. Harcourt J. Fearnall 
K. Willis J. Scott V. Bate H. Owen L. Shaw 
C. Oultram A. Cobden R. Clark P. Bickerton L. Cribb 
J. Chamberlin J. Harrison L. Willis C. Davies P. Jebson 
G. Gillespie C. Burke L. Stent A. Hutton K. Parker 
G. Willis L. Polding K. Bond C. Rimmer K. Peel 
H. Parker H. Clark V. Brown A. James V. Burke 

K. Stewart E. Thornton- C. Towndrow S. Holiday 
A. Dawson Firkin F. Brown H. Milner 
E. Elvin C. Winder C. Wormald D. Miall 
R. Cunliffe C. Ibbett M. Robertson 
M. Sinclair S. Watts 
C. Dalton S. Walkden 
S. Bestwick 
K. Ashton 
J. Kolbusz 

Senior Colours: Susan Barker, Alice Carden, Judith Chamberlin, Katie Willis 
(1984). 
Junior Colours: Kathryn Bond, Rebecca Clark, Samantha Rae 

House Matches Senior Westminster 
Junior Westminster 
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Match Results 

Won Lost Drawn Goals Goals 
For Against 

Ist XII 11 3 3 % 50 
2nd XII 1 2 1 12 18 
U15 XII 6 2 1 36 20 
UI4 XII 3 6 20 37 
UI3 XII 2 3 — 7 18 

The season has proved to be a most successful one for both teams and individuals. It 
is to be hoped that players will take encouragement from their results and continue to 
play with the pleasing attitude with which they have finished the present season. In the 
various tournaments the players have been inspired to produce their best efforts and ex­
cellent results. 

The First Team played well in the North Schools Tournament, losing only one of their 
matches, and they repeated their performance in the National Schools Tournament in 
London. They were gratified to learn that the only two teams to beat them during the 
season later competed for the Championship of Great Britain, one winning and the other 
becoming the runner up. The third defeat was against one of the two American teams 
touring the country. 

The Under 15 Team have had a splendid season. In March they went to the North 
Schools Tournament with an unbeaten record. They won their first three matches con­
vincingly. In the last two matches they were beaten by one goal (against Birkenhead, 
in the dying seconds and against Huyton, after losing a key defending player, on the 
final whistle). This left three schools level on points and the team missed a semi-final 
place by just 0.2 of a goal. 

Both the Under 14 and Under 13 Teams have continued to show enthusiasm and deter­
mination. They have improved their standard of play considerably this season, showing 
increased confidence as a result of their successes. 

Seven First Team players gained county honours, representing Cheshire. They were 
Gaynor Willis, Gina Gillespie, Claire Bond, Joanna Clark, Judith Chamberlin. Katie 
Willis as Captain and Alice Carden as Vice-Captain. Alice and Katie went on to repre­
sent the North of England and Gina and Judith the North of England reserve team. 

Athletics, 1985 
There were no inter-school athletics competitions in 1985 (again because of the teachers' 
dispute). This proved very disappointing for all those who had practised hard all term, 
especially the Removes and LIV's who had shown great enthusiasm. 

However there was one open competition at Hartford to replace the Cheshire Schools 
Championships and several girls entered this. Julia Farrell was placed lst in the final 
of the Junior 100m and Anna Toosey 5th in the final of the Junior 800m. Allison Con-
sterdine ran in the Welsh Championships on the same day and was placed 3rd in the 
final of both the 100 and 200m. events. 

Allison and Julia were both selected to run for Cheshire at the inter-county meeting 
at Warley where Allison ran particularly well and was placed 2nd in the final. Allison 
was then selected to run in the All England Counties Championships at Hull. 

Colours: Allison Consterdine, Julia Farrell (1984), Anna Toosey. 
Athlete of the Year: awarded to Allison Consterdine for her consistently high 
performances. 

House Athletics Competition 
This took place at the end of the Summer Term and some excellent performances were 

recorded. The Lower Sixth deserve particular mention for their help in organising the 
house teams. The final result was very close with Sandford emerging as the winners for 
the first time. 
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Sportswoman of the Year 
This trophy is presented annually to the individual who has represented school most 

often in 1st team hockey, lacrosse and tennis matches. This year the cup is awarded to 
Susan Barker who has represented school on 30 occasions. 

Cheshire Players 
The following girls were selected for Cheshire: 

Hockey: Susan Barker. Alice Carden. Joanna Clark. Kathryn Turner, Catherine Oultram, 
Sarah Cotgreave. 
Lacrosse: Katie Willis, Alice Carden, Judith Chamberlin, Claire Bond, Gina Gillespie, 
Joanna Clark, Hilary Parker 
Tennis: Jill Crippin, Michelle Arden 
Athletics: Allison Consterdine, Julia Farrell 

Table Tennis Club 
T,his year the Table Tennis Club has been enthusiastically supported by girls throughout 
the school. Amongst the many enthusiasts there is a large number of extremely talented 
players. In the annual Table Tennis Tournament, which took place during the Easter 
Term, the Senior section was won by Philippa Bickerton (runner-up Dr. Bradbeer) and 
the Junior section by Claire Dawson (runner-up Victoria Burke). Several members of 
staff have participated and their support has been greatly appreciated. The weekly lunch-
time meetings of the club have temporarily ceased but we look forward to renewed support 
from Sixth Formers as their help is invaluable. 

Rosemary Gill LVI 

A t h e n a Rowing Club 
I n 1985 t h e A t h e n a R o w i n g C l u b o n c e a g a i n w e n t f r o m s t r e n g t h t o s t r e n g t h 
b e g i n n i n g t h e s e a s o n with a v i c t o r y in t h e J u n i o r W o m e n ' s E igh t S e c t i o n a t 
T h e N o r t h o f E n g l a n d H e a d o f t h e R i v e r he ld in M a r c h . A s t h e s e a s o n p r o ­
gressed t h e C l u b split i n to F o u r s a n d w e h a d m a n y v i c t o r i e s : N o r t h w i c h H e a d , 
W o m e n ' s E l i t e F o u r s , C h e s t e r V e t e r a n s a n d J u n i o r s , J u n i o r F o u r s , R u n c o r n 
R e g a t t a , W o m e n ' s Sen ior C F o u r s , M e r s e y s i d e R e g a t t a , A t h e n a / G r o s v e n o r 
W o m e n ' s S e n i o r C F o u r s , C h e s t e r R e g a t t a , N o v i c e W o m e n ' s F o u r s a n d L a n ­
ca s t e r R e g a t t a , W o m e n ' s S e n i o r C F o u r s . A l s o a J u n i o r 16 F o u r ( B o w - L o r n a 
W a r r e n , L i s a W h a l l e y . S a r a h W a r d , S t r o k e - F i o n a C a r r u t h e r s , C o x - A i d e n 
S m i t h ) w a s p u t in for the J u n i o r W o m e n ' s N a t i o n a l S c h o o l s ' R e g a t t a in N o t ­
t i n g h a m . A l t h o u g h crew m e m b e r s w e r e o n l y 15 a n d 16 y e a r s o f a g e a n d w e r e 
c o m p e t i n g a g a i n s t t he t o p c r e w s in t h e c o u n t r y w e w e r e p l a c e d 5 th o u t o f f o u r ­
teen e n t r i e s w h i c h was h igh ly c o m m e n d a b l e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e f u r t h e r p r o ­
gress o f t h i s F o u r was p r e v e n t e d by t h e b a c k i n j u r y o f L i sa W h a l l e y . 

A J u n i o r W o m e n ' s E igh t w a s c h o s e n fo r t h e N a t i o n a l C h a m p i o n s h i p s t o 
b e he ld a t H o l m e P i e r r e p o i n t , N o t t i n g h a m . ( B o w - M e l e r i E v a n s , M e l i s s a 
S inc l a i r , L o r n a W a r r e n , Sal ly B i r c h a l l , K a y C a m p b e l l , H e l e n W i n d e r , S a r a h 
W a r d a n d F i o n a C a r r u t h e s w i t h c o x A i d c n S m i t h o f T h e K i n g ' s S c h o o l ) . A 
m o n t h o f i n t e n s i v e t r a i n i n g b e g a n . T h e n t w o w e e k s b e f o r e t h e C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
w e r e c e i v e d a m a g n i f i c e n t E igh t bu i l t by R a y S i m s o f N o t t i n g h a m — t h e resu l t 
o f a y e a r ' s h a r d fund- ra i s ing by o u r p a r e n t s . I n t h e h e a t s t h e E i g h t h a d a 
m a r v e l l o u s r o w a n d w o n , eas i ly a c h i e v i n g t h e s e c o n d fas tes t t i m e o v e r a l l . T h e 
Final t o o k p l a c e in e x t r e m e l y n e g a t i v e w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s b u t t h e s e w e r e o v e r ­
c o m e a n d o n c e aga in the E igh t excel led itself a n d a f t e r a n excel lent r ace f inished 
in t h e s i lver m e d a l pos i t ion . T h e E i g h t a l so w o n t h e C l u b C h a m p i o n s h i p p l a q u e . 
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T h i s p e r f o r m a n c e o n c e a g a i n led t o se l ec t ion for t h e A n g l o - F r e n c h J u n i o r 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l M a t c h a w e e k l a t e r , he ld in L e C r e u s o t , F r a n c e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
t h e r e w a s n o W o m e n ' s J u n i o r s e c t i o n , o n l y a J u n i o r 16 s ec t i on a n d s o M e l e r i 
a n d H e l e n h a d t o l eave t h e E i g h t a n d w e r e c h o s e n t o r e p r e s e n t t h e N o r t h o f 
E n g l a n d in a J u n i o r W o m e n ' s c o x l e s s p a i r a n d a J u n i o r 16 W o m e n ' s E i g h t . 

C o m p e t i t i v e r o w i n g l a p s e d d u r i n g A u g u s t a n d t r a i n i n g b e g a n in t h e A u t u m n 
w h e n c l u b m e m b e r s h i p h a d a b o o s t b e c a u s e o f n e w in te res t f r o m y o u n g e r 
m e m b e r s o f t h e s c h o o l . W e h o p e t h a t th i s e n t h u s i a s m will c o n t i n u e . O u r t h a n k s 
m u s t g o t o o u r p a r e n t s for t h e i r s u p p o r t ( f i n a n c i a l a n d o t h e r w i s e ! ) a n d t o o u r 
c o a c h , She i l a B a r r e t . 

L o r n a W a r r e n a n d Lisa W h a l l e y L o w e r VI 

The Anglo-French Junior 
International Rowing Match 

O n J u l y 2 5 t h a t e igh t in t h e e v e n i n g t h e C h e s t e r a n d L i v e r p o o l c o n t i n g e n t o f 
t h e N o r t h o f E n g l a n d t e a m left D e e L a n e , p r o u d l y s p o r t i n g the i r E n g l a n d 
b l a z e r s , " e n r o u t e " fo r L e C r e u s o t , F r a n c e . 

T w e n t y f o u r h o u r s l a te r , a f t e r a t e d i o u s c o a c h j o u r n e y , a b i l ious s ea j o u r n e y , 
a n even m o r e t ed ious t r a in j o u r n e y f r o m B o u l o g n e t o P a r i s a n d finally a j o u r n e y 
o n a h i g h - s p e e d t r a i n , w e a r r i v e d feel ing t i r ed a n d h u n g r y at o u r five s t a r a c c o m ­
m o d a t i o n , L e C r e u s o t ' s " F o y e r d e J e u n e s T r a v a i l l e u r s " . 

A n exce l l en t mea l o f h o r s e s t e a k ( ? ) w a s a r r a n g e d fo r u s a f t e r w h i c h w e w e r e 
i n t e n d i n g t o visit t he l ake w h e r e t h e r aces w e r e t o t a k e p lace , bu t t h e g a s t r o n o m i c 
de l igh t s p r o v e d t o o m u c h for t h e c o a c h d r i v e r s w h o refused t o t a k e u s . It t u r n e d 
o u t t o b e a n ea r ly n i g h t all r o u n d . 

E a r l y t h e nex t m o r n i n g t h e d r i v e r s a g r e e d t o fe r ry us t o t h e l a k e w h e r e t h e 
b o a t s w e r e p u t t o g e t h e r a n d t h e a r g u m e n t s o v e r w h o h a d w h a t kit s t a r t e d . 

T h e a f t e r n o o n saw t h e r a c i n g , t h e o n l y r e a s o n for t h e w h o l e w e e k e n d (o r 
s o t h e c o a c h e s kept s t r e s s i n g ) . T h e c o m p e t i t o r s j u s t w a n t e d t o ge t t h e i r r a c e 
o u t o f t h e w a y , n o t c a r i n g if t h e y w o n o r l o s t , so t h a t t h e y c o u l d m a k e the i r 
w a y t o t h e l a r g e h y p e r m a r k e t n e a r t o t h e l a k e a n d beg in o n w h a t t h e y c o n ­
s ide red t o b e t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t r e a s o n f o r t h e w e e k e n d — T H E P O S T R A C E 
P A R T Y . T h i s s t a r t e d o n t h e b a n k s o f t h e l a k e a f t e r r a c i n g , i n c l u d e d a f o r m a l 
d i n n e r , a l a t e n igh t w a l k t h r o u g h L e C r e u s o t a n d a r i o t o u s p a r t y b a c k at o u r 
" f o y e r " w h i c h w a s b r o k e n u p in t h e e a r l y h o u r s o f S u n d a y m o r n i n g . H o w e v e r 
w e d id h a v e s o m e t h i n g t o c e l e b r a t e a s t h e E n g l i s h t e a m w o n f o r t h e first t i m e 
in f o u r y e a r s . T h e b o y s m u s t b e t h a n k e d f o r th i s a s t h e gi r ls h a v e fa i led t o 
win t h e i r s e c t i o n s ince t h e m a t c h c a m e i n t o e x i s t e n c e . 
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W e w e r e very sad to leave e v e r y b o d y at D o v e r a n d s o m e o f t h e m o r e s en ­
t i m e n t a l a m o n g s t us s h e d a few t e a r s . . . W e a r e h o w e v e r l o o k i n g f o r w a r d 
t o p o s s i b l e se lec t ion for t h e 1986 m a t c h , even if Sheff ie ld is n o t s u c h a n e x ­
c i t i ng l o c a t i o n . 

L i sa W h a l l e y L o w e r VI 

Hockey Trip to Holland 
A t nea r ly m i d n i g h t o n M o n d a y 21st O c t o b e r , t h i r ty f o u r s e n i o r gir ls a n d f o u r 
m e m b e r s o f s t a f f set off by c o a c h fo r H o l l a n d for a f o u r d a y p r o g r a m m e o f 
h o c k e y c o a c h i n g a n d m a t c h e s . T h r e e h o u r s la ter , th i r ty four gir ls a n d f o u r s taf f 
w e r e h a v i n g a very e a r l y m o r n i n g p i c n i c o n the h a r d s h o u l d e r o f t h e M 6 w h i l e 
w a i t i n g fo r a r e p l a c e m e n t c o a c h w h i c h d id h a v e a g e a r b o x ! Bu t f ina l ly , o n 
T u e s d a y a f t e r n o o n , a f t e r s e v e n t e e n h o u r s o f t r ave l l i ng , w e a r r i v e d in N o o r d -
wi jk in g l o r i o u s s u n s h i n e . 

T h e hote l ' H o t e l A a n Z e e ' w a s q u i t e n i ce , a l t h o u g h t h e b r e a d , r u b b e r y c h e e s e 
a n d g r e a s y h a m d id get a bi t m o n o t o n o u s a n d the r o o m s w e r e a bit o n t h e 
s m a l l s ide to c o p e wi th all t h e f o o d , m a s c o t s , m a k e - u p b a g s , w i n e - b o t t l e s ! a n d 
h o c k e y s t i c k s . 

In N o o r d w i j k t h e r e w e r e p l e n t y o f t h i n g s t o d o . T h e r e w a s a lovely m a i n 
s h o p p i n g s t reet wi th m a n y f r i end ly c a f e s , s w i m m i n g p o o l , b o w l i n g al ley ( w h e r e 
M r . T o t t e y w a s t h e o b v i o u s c h a m p i o n ) , c r a z y golf , h o r s e - r i d i n g o n t h e l a r g e 
b e a c h a n d b i k e h i r e . O n e o f t h e f u n n i e s t t h i n g s w e d i d o n h o l i d a y w a s t o t ry 
t o ride a t a n d e m . It is m u c h h a r d e r t h a n y o u t h i n k ! 

O n t h e T h u r s d a y m o r n i n g w e h a d a t r i p o u t t o A m s t e r d a m . B e i n g c u l t u r e d 
w e w e n t o n a b o a t t r i p a r o u n d t h e c a n a l s a n d t h e res t o f t h e d a y w a s s p e n t 
s h o p p i n g a n d e a t i n g . 

W e d id m a n a g e t o fit s o m e h o c k e y i n t o t h e t r i p a n d ail t h r e e t e a m s g a i n e d 
v a l u a b l e e x p e r i e n c e p l a y i n g s o m e ve ry fast a n d skilful D u t c h t e a m s . T h e F i r s t 
X I w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y l u c k y t o p l a y o n a s t r o t u r f u n d e r f l o o d l i g h t . 

O n b e h a l f o f t h e t h r e e t e a m s t h a t w e n t t o H o l l a n d I s h o u l d l ike t o t h a n k 
M r s . T o t t e y , o u r p a r t y l e a d e r a n d M r s . W a r i n g , w i t h o u t w h o m o u r f a n t a s t i c 
t o u r w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n p o s s i b l e . 

S u s a n B a r k e r U p p e r VI 

1 " 



Associated Board Music 
Examinations 

Grade VI Singing (pass): J u d i t h C h a m b e r l i n 
Flute (pass): E m m a J u d g e 
Flute (pass): E l s p e t h S m a l l 
Flute (merit): C a t h e r i n e W i l c o x 

Grade VII Piano (distinction): J u d i t h C h a m b e r l i n 
Flute (pass): V e r i t y E d w a r d s 
Violin (pass): J u l i e T a t t a m 

Piano Duet, Middle Division (distinction): M e l a n i e J a m e s a n d 
A n n Swift 

Note: " M e r i t " r e q u i r e s 120 m a r k s o u t o f 150 a n d " D i s t i n c t i o n " 130; t o p a s s 
r e q u i r e s 100 m a r k s . T h e r e s u l t s fo r G r a d e s I t o V a r e n o t p u b l i s h e d in Have 
Mynde. 

T h e M i d d l e Div i s ion in P i a n o d u e t p l a y i n g is a p p r o p r i a t e for p l a y e r s a p ­
p r o a c h i n g t h e s t a n d a r d s o f G r a d e VI t o V I I . 

The Year's Music 
T h e f o l l o w i n g m u s i c a l e v e n t s h a v e t a k e n p l a c e d u r i n g t h e pas t y e a r : 

Friday 6th December 
Wednesday 18th December 

Thursday 13th February 
Wednesday 19th February 

Thursday 13th. Friday 14th 
Saturday 15th March 
Tuesday 22nd Apnf 

Wednesday 14th May 

Thursday 22nd May 

Informal Concert 
Carol Service with The King's School in 
Chester Cathedral 
Choral Concert 
Young Musicians' Evening organised by 
Chester Music Society in Stanley Palace 
Performances of 'Oliver' 

Chamber Choir look part in BBC's 
'Daily Service'. 
Commemoration Service in Chester 
Cathedral 
Informal Concert 

Music for the Season of Lent 
A f t e r t h e c u l i n a r y excesses o f S h r o v e T u e s d a y , w e w e r e g i v e n s o m e r e m i n d e r 
o f t h e r ea l m e a n i n g o f L e n t in a c o n c e r t p r e s e n t e d o n T h u r s d a y 13th F e b r u a r y . 
O n c e a g a i n w e w e r e d e l i g h t e d t h a t t w o o f o u r m u s i c s taf f , M a r y Lees ( p i a n o ) 
a n d J e a n J o h n s o n ( c o n t r a l t o ) h a d a g r e e d t o p e r f o r m fo r u s , a n d t h e y b e g a n 
t h e e v e n i n g w i t h t h e beau t i fu l " I n f l a m m a t u s " m o v e m e n t f r o m D v o r a k ' s 
" S t a b a t M a t e r " . 

T h e s e c o n d i t e m , t h o u g h o v e r l a p p i n g t h e m a t i c a l l y w i t h t h e First, f o r m e d a 
c o m p l e t e s ty l i s t ic c o n t r a s t . T h e S e n i o r C h o i r , d i r e c t e d b y M r . B e r r y , p r e s e n t e d 
t w e l v e m o v e m e n t s o f P e r g o l e s i ' s " S t a b a t M a t e r " . E v e n t h o u g h t h e m o o d w a s 
g e n e r a l l y s o m b r e , t h e e n t h u s i a s m o f t h e s i n g e r s e m p h a s i s e d t h e m o m e n t s o f 
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i r r ep res s ib l e b a r o q u e e x u b e r a n c e w h i c h s e e m e d t o b r e a k t o t h e s u r f a c e f r o m 
t i m e to t i m e in this w o r k . T h e th ree ex t r ac t s f r o m S t a i n e r ' s " C r u c i f i x i o n " w h i c h 
fo l lowed p r o v i d e d ye t a n o t h e r c o n t r a s t w i t h the i r s o m e w h a t s e n t i m e n t a l V i c ­
t o r i a n h a r m o n i e s . 

T o f inish, M r s . J o h n s o n a n d M r s . Lees p e r f o r m e d t w o o f V a u g h a n W i l l i a m s ' 
" F i v e M y s t i c a l S o n g s " , t h e t r i u m p h a n t " E a s t e r " b r i n g i n g t h e c o n c e r t t o a fit­
t i n g c lose . O u r t h a n k s t o all c o n c e r n e d fo r s u c h a n e n j o y a b l e e v e n i n g . It w a s 
o n l y a p i t y t h a t t h e i r e f f o r t s w e r e n o t b e t t e r s u p p o r t e d . 

The Young Musicians' Concert 
1986 

O n t h e 19th F e b r u a r y a s m a l l , i n f o r m a l c o n c e r t w a s he ld a t S t a n l e y P a l a c e , 
o r g a n i s e d b y T h e C h e s t e r M u s i c S o c i e t y . 

O t h e r s i m i l a r g a t h e r i n g s h a d b e e n a r r a n g e d p r e v i o u s l y w i t h o n e m a i n t h e m e 
in m i n d , e . g . " I t a l i a n C o m p o s e r s " a n d " M u s i c f rom the S e v e n t e e n t h C e n t u r y " . 
T h i s c o n c e r t w a s s l igh t ly d i f f e r e n t in t h a t it i n v o l v e d n o - o n e o v e r t h e a g e o f 
e i g h t e e n . T h e i dea w a s t o g ive y o u n g m u s i c i a n s t h e c h a n c e t o p e r f o r m in f r o n t 
o f a w e l c o m i n g a n d r e c e p t i v e a u d i e n c e . 

T h e p l a y e r s r a n g e d f r o m a s even y e a r o l d p ian i s t t o a n e i g h t e e n y e a r o l d h o r n 
p l a y e r . T h e Q u e e n ' s S c h o o l w a s wel l r e p r e s e n t e d b y f ive o f i t s p u p i l s . M e l a n i e 
a n d A n g e l a J a m e s a n d C a r o l i n e S u r f l e e t p l a y e d a p i a n o t r i o w h i c h o c c a s i o n e d 
m u c h i n t e r e s t , J u l i e P a u l p l a y e d a s o n a t a f o r o b o e b y P o u l e n c a n d D e b b i e 
P a r k e r p l a y e d a s o n a t a b y H a n d e l . 

T h e w h o l e e v e n i n g w a s m o s t e n j o y a b l e w i t h t e a a n d b i s c u i t s s e r v e d a f t e r ­
w a r d s . T h a n k s m u s t g o t o t h e C h e s t e r M u s i c Soc i e ty a n d a l s o t o M i s s E v a 
W a r r e n a n d M r . J o h n G o u g h fo r p u t t i n g s o m u c h t i m e a n d e f f o r t i n t o t h e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

M . J . H . 

D e b b i e P a r k e r L V I 

Moensie Rossier Upper IVF 
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1986 — The year of the Comet 
T h e win te r o f 1 9 8 5 / 6 h a s seen s o m e exc i t i ng p i c t u r e s sent b a c k f r o m t h e p r o b e s 
l a u n c h e d last y e a r t o i n t e r c e p t c o m e t H a l l e y . T h e E u r o p e a n s p a c e a g e n c y ' s 
" g i o t t o " p r o b e h a s r e c e n t l y e n a b l e d us to see p i c t u r e s o f t h e a c t u a l n u c l e u s 
of t h e c o m e t — t h e first p i c t u r e s o f a c o m e t n u c l e u s ever seen . R u s s i a ' s " v e g a " 
w a s no t a s success fu l s ince i ts p r o b e w a s no t a s c lo se . J a p a n a l s o m a d e i ts first 
m a j o r s p a c e l a u n c h w i t h a s l im- l ine p r o b e w h i c h m a d e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o f t h e 
c o m e t ' s dus t a n d ion t a i l s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y the c o m e t is no t very s p e c t a c u l a r this t i m e , t h o u g h easily visible 
in t h e ea r ly m o r n i n g s k y w i t h a g o o d p a i r o f b i n o c u l a r s o r a s m a l l t e l e s c o p e . 
O u r g r a n d p a r e n t s m a y r e m e m b e r t h e c o m e t ' s last visit in 1910 w h e n it w a s ve ry 
b r i g h t wi th a c lea r t a i l , v i s ib le d u r i n g t h e d a y . H o w e v e r m o d e r n t e c h n o l o g y 
h a s m o r e t h a n c o m p e n s a t e d fo r t h i s a n d s o m e m a r v e l l o u s p i c t u r e s h a v e b e e n 
d e v e l o p e d . T h e a m a t e u r a s t r o n o m e r c a n a l s o t a k e s o m e q u i t e p a s s a b l e 
p h o t o g r a p h s w i th a n o r m a l 3 5 m m c a m e r a , fast film a n d a s t eady t r i p o d . Severa l 
m e m b e r s o f t h e C h e s t e r A s t r o n o m i c a l S o c i e t y , i n c l u d i n g myse l f , s p e n t s e v e r a l 
h o u r s , a f t e r w a k i n g a t f o u r o ' c l o c k , o n e S u n d a y m o r n i n g , in s u b - z e r o 
t e m p e r a t u r e s o n a r e m o t e hill o u t s i d e M a n l e y , nea r F r o d s h a m , w a i t i n g p a t i e n t l y 
for the comet t o rise o v e r t h e h o r i z o n . D a w n u n f o r t u n a t e l y p reven ted a n y decen t 
p h o t o g r a p h s f r o m b e i n g t a k e n . T h o s e w h i c h 1 t o o k last N o v e m b e r p r o d u c e d 
l i t t le m o r e t h a n a fuzzy b l o b o f w h i c h s o m e o n e a s k e d " W a s t h a t a s m u d g e 
o n y o u r l e n s ? " I r e m a i n h o w e v e r d e t e r m i n e d t o a c q u i r e s o m e c l e a r p i c t u r e s 
b e f o r e t h e c o m e t leaves u s in M a y . E i t h e r t h a t o r I'll h a v e a l o n g w a i t un t i l 
next t i m e ! 

J e n n i e W r i g h t L o w e r VI 

An Industrial Visit 
I n d u s t r y p r o v i d e s a c h a l l e n g i n g e n v i r o n m e n t in w h i c h t o w o r k . T h a t is t h e 
m e s s a g e o f I n d u s t r y Y e a r . A g r o u p o f s i x t h f o r m e r s l e a r n e d t h i s a t first h a n d 
b y s p e n d i n g a d a y in D e c e m b e r a s t h e g u e s t s o f T h e A s s o c i a t e d " O c t e l C o m ­
p a n y , c h e m i c a l m a n u f a c t u r e r s in E l l e s m e r e P o r t . 

W e spent t h e m o r n i n g in t h e C o m p a n y ' s R e s e a r c h a n d D e v e l o p m e n t D e p a r t ­
m e n t . T h e d a y s t a r t e d w i t h a v i d e o f i lm o n t h e c o m p a n y ' s p r o d u c t a n d p r o ­
ce s se s . Dr . W y l d e t a l k e d t o u s a b o u t t h e o b j e c t i v e s o f a r e s e a r c h d e p a r t m e n t . 
W e t o u r e d t h e d e p a r t m e n t in s m a l l g r o u p s a n d s a w s o m e o f t h e p r o j e c t s o n 
w h i c h m e m b e r s o f t h e s t a f f w e r e w o r k i n g . 



Immediately after this we had an "interview" session with some young scien­
tists and technologists who talked about their research projects and their own 
career paths . To our delight a sumptuous buffet lunch was provided and during 
lunch we had the opportunity to talk informally to various members of the staff. 

Thus fortified we faced the elements (driving rain) clad from top to toe in 
protective clothing. Trendy! 

W e had a brief tour of Ellesmere Port works, concentrating on the Sodium 
Plant , and were astonished to see chemistry practised on such a large scale. 
The huge hall houses nearly a hundred electrolysis cells containing molten salt 
at an extremely high temperature. It all looked rather casual but clearly in­
volved a great deal of organisation. A brief " fo l low-up" session in the Research 
Depar tment resolved any outstanding questions and ended the day. 

We should like to thank Mrs . Entwisle for arranging the visit and Mr. Cook 
for driving us. Above all, we should like to thank The Associated Octel Com­
pany for arranging such an imaginative and interesting programme. 

J a n e Aston and Clare Burke Lower VI 
Photographs by courtesy of The Associated Octel Company Ltd. . 
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Clubs and Societies 
Chester Sixth Form Link Society 

O n c e a g a i n t h e S i x t h F o r m Link h a s e n j o y e d a b u s y y e a r o f v a r y i n g ac t iv i t i e s 
f r o m t h e a t r e t r i p s a n d w e l l - s u p p o r t e d p a r l i e s a t S t a n l e y P a l a c e t o trie m o r e 
u n u s u a l e v e n t s . I n t h e s u m m e r t h e s o c i e t y c o n s t r u c t e d a r a f t t o t a k e p a r t in 
t h e a n n u a l r a f t r a c e o n the Dee in a i d o f loca l c h a r i t i e s . D e s p i t e a f ew fau l t s 
in its d e s i g n , t h e r a f t a n d its c r e w o f six c o m p l e t e d t h e c o u r s e . I n O c t o b e r , 
t w o r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the c o m m i t t e e a t t e n d e d t h e a n n u a l E n g l i s h S p e a k i n g 
U n i o n C o n f e r e n c e a t D a r t m o u t h H o u s e in L o n d o n t o g ive t h e S ix th F o r m L i n k 
a n n u a l r e p o r t . F u t u r e events i n c l u d e a t r i p t o s e e " T h e S e c r e t D i a r y o f A d r i a n 
M o l e , a g e d 13 V 4 " a n d a p a r a c h u t e j u m p in a i d o f C y s t i c F y b r o s i s a n d t h e 
H o s p i c e f u n d . A g a i n w e h o n e t o e n t e r t h e r a f t r a c e a n d s u r e l y t h e h i g h l i g h t 
o f t h e yea r will b e t h e t r i p to P a r i s in O c t o b e r . W e l o o k f o r w a r d t o t h e s u p p o r t 
o f t h e n e w L o w e r S i x t h in the A u t u m n T e r m a n d h o p e t h a t t h e S ix th F o r m 
L i n k will c o n t i n u e t o fulfil its p u r p o s e . 

F i o n a C a r r u t h e r s a n d E l s b e t h S m e d l e y , L o w e r VI 

Upper Fourth Drama Club 
T h e T h i r d Y e a r D r a m a C l u b m e e t s a t o n e o ' c l o c k o n T u e s d a y s . L a s t t e r m w e 
s t a r t e d w i th a t h e m e o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d e x p r e s s i o n ( o r : — " o h y e a h — I 
c o u l d real ly r e l a t e t o t h a t " . . . ) M o r e r e c e n t l y w e h a v e b e e n c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n 
s t a g e ski l ls a n d m o v e m e n t ( n o m o r e M a g n u s . P i k e i m p r e s s i o n s p l e a s e ) . P r a c ­
t i ca l s e s s ions h a v e p r o v i d e d m u c h a m u s e m e n t , r a n g i n g f r o m t h e m e l o d r a m a 

' o f M a c b e t h " W a s S h a k e s p e a r e r ea l ly s e r i o u s ? " a n d D y n a s t y ( n o - c o m m e n t ) , 
t o t h e c o n t r o l l e d ( ? ) c h a o s of s p o n t a n e o u s i m p r o v i s a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h e u l t i m a t e 

. o f e n i g m a s — j u s t h o w m a n y p e o p l e can y o u s q u e e z e i n t o a f l o o d e d h o t e l su i t e 
• o n a S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n . . .? 

J e n n i e W r i g h t a n d S u s a n M o y e s L o w e r V I 
j - • • 

Recorder Club 
*• 

E v e r y M o n d a y a t o n e o ' c l o c k t h e R e m o v e R e c o r d e r C l u b m e e t s t o p l a y l igh t -
h e a r t e d a n d e n t e r t a i n i n g mus ic a n d o n T u e s d a y a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e r e is a c l u b 

.' f o r t h e L I V a n d u p w a r d s . Bo th t h e s e g r o u p s h a v e p l a y e d succes fu l ly in S c h o o l 
A s s e m b l i e s t h i s t e r m a n d a l so i n t h e I n f o r m a l S c h o o l C o n c e r t . I h o p e t h a t t h e 
m e m b e r s wi l l c o n t i n u e t o b e a s i n v o l v e d a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c a s t h e y h a v e b e e n 
s o f a r . 

D e b b i e P a r k e r L o w e r V I 

Quest Club 
Q u e s t C l u b i s p r o b a b l y v iewed b y i t s m e m b e r s in a v a r i e t y o f w a y s . F o r s o m e 
it m e a n s a n o p p o r t u n i t y to c o m e a n d s i n g s o n g s in 8 S t a n l e y P l a c e , s o n g s w h i c h 
p e r h a p s . r e m i n d t h e m o f t imes a t " L i v i n g W a t e r s " i n e a r l i e r y e a r s . F o r o t h e r s 
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it will b e a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o t a l k a n d p r a y a b o u t s o m e o f t h e t h ings w h i c h t r o u b l e 
t h e m : f a m i l y i l lnesses , e x a m n e r v e s a n d s o o n . Ye t o t h e r s will c o m e b e c a u s e 
for t h e m Q u e s t C l u b m e a n s D o l w e n in t h e s u m m e r — a t i m e fo r w a t e r fights 
in t h e o p e n a i r s w i m m i n g p o o l , i m p r o m p t u d r a m a d r e s s e d in s l e e p i n g b a g s , 
a c a m p f i re a n d " M y S h i p w e n t t o C h i n a " . Las t y e a r a t " L i v i n g W a t e r s " o u r -
t h e m e w a s S p i r i t u a l G r o w t h a n d o n e g r o u p w r o t e a s o n g a b o u t it b e g i n n i n g 
" C a r r o t s g r o w in t h e g r o u n d " . P e r h a p s m o r e s i gn i f i c an t is t h e l a s t ve r se . It 
g o e s t o t h e s a m e t u n e a s " G o d is l o v e , H i s t h e c a r e " . 

" W e ' v e c o m e h e r e t o p r a i s e Y o u r n a m e 
M a n y p e o p l e d o t h e s a m e 
A n d w e ' v e l e a r n t h o w t o g r o w 
C a r i n g fo r t h e s e e d s Y o u s o w " . 

T h i s h e l p s t o s u m u p w h y Q u e s t C l u b is i m p o r t a n t to u s . 
H e l e n P a r k e r 

Joint Senior Debating Society 
T h e J o i n t S e n i o r D e b a t i n g S o c i e t y h a s c o n t i n u e d t o m e e t r e g u l a r l y eve ry T u e s ­
d a y a f t e r s c h o o l a n d , a s u s u a l , t h e c h o i c e o f t o p i c s d e b a t e d h a s b e e n v a r i e d 
a n d i n t e r e s t i n g . 

It w a s d e c i d e d t h a t h o o l i g a n i s m is n o t a d i r e c t r e su l t o f a l ack o f o p p o r ­
t u n i t i e s a n d t h a t life is n o t c h e a p . T h e h o u s e m o s t c e r t a i n l y d id n o t a p p r o v e 
o f sex w i t h o u t l o v e . A f t e r v e r y c o n v i n c i n g s p e e c h e s b y t w o m e m b e r s o f s taff , 
it w a s c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e t e a c h e r s w e r e j u s t i f i ed in t a k i n g i n d u s t r i a l a c t i o n . 

O n a l i g h t e r n o t e , w e l e a r n t t h a t it is b e t t e r t o b e a gir l t h a n a b o y , t h a t B o n ­
fire N i g h t h a s mOre s p a r k l e t h a n H a l l o w e ' e n a n d , m o s t s u r p r i s i n g l y , t h a t t h e 
K i n g ' s a n d Q u e e n ' s S c h o o l s s h o u l d n o t b e m e r g e d . T h e a n n u a l C h r i s t m a s 
B a l l o o n D e b a t e w a s w o n b y t h e C h r i s t m a s F a i r y a n d t h e Vi rg in M a r y . 

T h e S e n i o r D e b a t i n g S o c i e t y w o u l d b e n o t h i n g w i t h o u t a l l t h e b r a v e p e o p l e 
w h o v o l u n t e e r , o r a r e f o r c e d i n t o , s p e a k i n g . G r a t e f u l t h a n k s g o t o t h e s e p e o p l e 
a n d a l s o t o M r s . Af f l eck fo r h e r s u p p o r t . W e look f o r w a r d t o m a n y m o r e l ively 
d e b a t e s in t h e f u t u r e . 

A l i s o n B u t l e r , H e l e n K i n s m a n a n d N i c o l a L i m b L o w e r VI 

Joint Christian Union 
J o i n t C h r i s t i a n U n i o n m e e t s t o g e t h e r o n M o n d a y s a f t e r s c h o o l . W e h a v e e n ­
j o y e d t a l k s a n d d i s c u s s i o n s led b y m e m b e r s t h e m s e l v e s o r b y o u t s i d e s p e a k e r s , 
t e a c h e r s ; m i n i s t e r s a n d , e a r l y l a s t t e r m , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m t h e S c r i p t u r e 
U n i o n . A l l Have s h a r e d w i t h u s t h e i r t h o u g h t s o n m a n y v a r y i n g t o p i c s s u c h 
a s p r a y e r , w o r s h i p , g r o w t h , c h u r c h u n i t y a n d t h e t h i r d w o r l d . R e c e n t l y t w o 
o f o u r m e m b e r s , R o b e r t A s s h e t o n a n d R i c h a r d Gr i f f i ths , h a v e been b u s y wr i t ing 
a n d p r o d u c i n g " P a u l " — a m u s i c a l b a s e d o n t h e life o f t h e a p o s t l e P a u l , in 
w h i c h s e v e r a l m e m b e r s o f t h e C h r i s t i a n U n i o n t o o k p a r t a l o n g w i t h C h r i s t i a n 
U n i o n g r o u p s f r o m o t h e r C h e s t e r s c h o o l s . M a n y t h a n k s g o t o all t h e s t a f f fo r 
a l l t h e i r h e l p in t h e s m o o t h r u n n i n g o f t h e g r o u p m e e t i n g s . 

J e n n i e W r i g h t L o w e r VI 

LIV Drama Club 
T h i s n e w c l u b h a s b e e n r e g u l a r l y a t t e n d e d b y m e m b e r s o f L I V N w h o h a v e b e e n 
e n t h u s i a s t i c a n d l ive ly . A n y n e w m e m b e r s f r o m L I V P w o u l d b e v e r y w e l c o m e 
S i n c e t h e c l u b is still in i t s i n f a n c y w e h a v e n o t d o n e a n y s e r i o u s w o r k y e t , 
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a l t h o u g h e v e r y o n e seems to h a v e e n j o y e d herself . O u r a m b i t i o n is t o p r o d u c e 
a smal l - sca le p l a y by the S u m m e r T e r m b u t so far it h a s p r o v e d d i f f icu l t t o 
f ind a s u i t a b l e p l a y with e n o u g h p a r t s in it. 

E l i se C a m p b e l l L o w e r VI 

Charities Report 
D u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r , because o f e x c e p t i o n a l e n t h u s i a s m , r e c o r d t o t a l s h a v e 
b e e n co l l e c t ed for va r ious c h a r i t i e s , b o t h loca l a n d n a t i o n a l . A s wel l a s t h e 
usua l sale o f c a k e s a n d sweets t h e r e h a s b e e n a very w i d e r a n g e o f e v e n t s , m a n y 
o f w h i c h i n v o l v e d several m e m b e r s o f s taf f . P a r t i c u l a r l y e n j o y a b l e w a s t h e i r 
f a s h i o n s h o w . A l l these c o n t r i b u t i o n s h a v e b e e n g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d . 

T h i s Y e a r ' s R e m o v e s have m a d e a n i m p r e s s i v e s t a r t , b o t h f o r m s r a i s ing o v e r 
£200 in their first char i t ies week . In t h e A u t u m n T e r m a p p e a l s for t h e Ben H a r d -
wick M e m o r i a l F u n d , Live A i d , a n d T h e H o s p i c e of t h e G o o d S h e p h e r d a b o v e 
a l l , t o u c h e d m e m b e r s of the s c h o o l , c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e o u t s t a n d i n g t o t a l o f 
£ i 195 for t h e t e r m . 

C h a r i t i e s w h i c h w e have s u p p o r t e d h a v e c o n t i n u e d t o s e n d le t te r s o f t h a n k s , 
s h o w i n g h o w m u c h they h a v e a p p r e c i a t e d o u r e f fo r t s . O u r spec ia l t h a n k s g o 
t o M r s . F e r r i s fo r he r e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d a d v i c e . 

J a n e H i g g i n b o t h a m , J u l i e T a t t a m , L i s a W h a l l e y L o w e r V I 

Voluntary Service Report 1985 
D u r i n g t h e l a s t y e a r , the v a r i o u s ac t iv i t i e s c o n c e r n i n g v o l u n t a r y se rv i ce in t h e 
s c h o o l h a v e c o n t i n u e d . M e m b e r s o f t h e S i x t h F o r m r e g u l a r l y vis i t r e s i d e n t s 
a t Ca l l in C o u r t , a n o ld p e o p l e ' s h o m e o n C i t y W a l l s R o a d . G i r l s a l s o m a k e 
vis i ts t o e l d e r l y p e o p l e living in a n d a r o u n d t h e C h e s t e r a r e a . T h i s a s p e c t o f 
v o l u n t a r y s e r v i c e c u l m i n a t e d in t w o p a r t i e s w h i c h w e o r g a n i s e d w i t h t h e h e l p 
o f o t h e r m e m b e r s o f the U p p e r S i x t h . T h e T e a P a r t y in J u l y a n d C h r i s t m a s 
P a r t y w e r e b o t h very successful a n d w e r e e n j o y e d b y t h e p e n s i o n e r s w h o 
a t t e n d e d . 

In a d d i t i o n , S i x t h F o r m e r s f r o m b o t h T h e Q u e e n ' s S c h o o l a n d T h e K i n g ' s 
S c h o o l r u n t h e F r i d a y C l u b a t t h e C o u n t e s s o f C h e s t e r H o s p i t a l . E a c h w e e k 
p a r t i c i p a n t s p l a y b i n g o wi th t h e p a t i e n t s a n d m a k e t e a fo r t h e m . 

W e h a v e e n j o y e d o u r p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e ac t iv i t i e s o f t h e V o l u n t a r y S e r v i c e 
G r o u p . F i n a l l y , w e s h o u l d like t o t h a n k M i s s E d w a r d s for he r h e l p a n d e n ­
c o u r a g e m e n t t h r o u g h the yea r . 

Al ice C a r d e n , J a n e N a s h , A l i s o n M o o r e , U p p e r V I 

Sarah Chesters Lower IVN 
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SANDFORD HOUSE NEWS 
A s o n e l o o k s b a c k o v e r a s c h o o l y e a r t h e r e is o f t e n s o m e t h i n g o u t o f t h e o r d i ­
n a r y b y w h i c h o n e r e m e m b e r s i t . T h i s y e a r wi l l , u n d o u b t e d l y , b e r e m e m b e r e d 
f o r t h e h a v o c w h i c h g r e e t e d u s o n s u c c e s s i v e M o n d a y m o r n i n g s a f t e r t h r e e 
b u r g l a r i e s in e igh t w e e k s ! T h e lo s s o f a l l o u r a u d i o - v i s u a l e q u i p m e n t w a s e x a s ­
p e r a t i n g b u t t h e w a n t o n d a m a g e t o t h e f i n e o l d d o o r f r a m e s , w i n d o w s a n d 
f u r n i t u r e se . -med even w o r s e . O r d e r w a s s o o n r e s t o r e d b u t w e w e r e left w i t h 
f e e l i n g s o ' d e e p d i squ i e t a b o u t t h e p r o f o u n d c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n t h e i n n o c e n t 
e n d e a v o u r t o d o g o o d in o u r o w n s m a l l c h i l d r e n a n d t h e m i n d l e s s , d e s t r u c t i v e 
a t t i t u d e o f o u r y o u n g i n t r u d e r s . 

O u r m a i n c h a r i t y e f fo r t o f t h e y e a r w a s a s p o n s o r e d s w i m fo r D r . B a r n a d o s 
w h i c h r a i s e d nea r ly £ 5 0 0 . A c o n t r i b u t i o n o f £ 5 5 w a s s en t t o t h e B . B . C . ' s 
" C h i l d r e n in N e e d " A p p e a l . A f u r t h e r £ 4 0 w a s g i v e n t o T h e H o s p i c e o f T h e 
G o o d s h e p h e r d a n d £75 w e n t t o t h e N . S . P . C . C . 

A n u m b e r o f d iverse p ro j ec t s t o o k us in v a r i o u s d i f f e ren t d i r ec t ions . M y class 
e n j o y e d a visit to L i v e r p o o l D o c k s , f i rs t e x p l o r i n g t h e n u m e r o u s d e c k s o f a 
h u g e , v e r y m o d e r n c o n t a i n e r s h i p a n d a f t e r w a r d s s e e i n g t h e i n t e r e s t i n g rel ics 
o n d i s p l a y a t t h e M a r i t i m e M u s e u m . M r s . G o u g h ' s c l a s s v i s i ted t h e E l l e s m e r e 
P o r t B o a t M u s e u m a n d s a w a s h i p b e i n g l a u n c h e d b y t h e M a y o r e s s . I n t h e 
A u t u m n T e r m t h e t h e m e o f t h e H a r v e s t S e r v i c e w a s " T h a n k Y o u fo r a L o a f 
o f B r e a d " . T h i s w a s f o l l o w e d b y a n o t h e r vis i t t o t h e S u n b l e s t B a k e r y w h e r e 
t h e p u n g e n t smel l o f r e v o l v i n g l o a v e s g a v e u s a l l a n a p p e t i t e fo r t h e d e l i c i o u s 
bu f fe t l u n c h which w a s p r o v i d e d . In p r e p a r a t i o n fo r a p r o j e c t o n H a l l e y ' s C o m e t 
t h e t o p c l a s s s a w a specia l p r o g r a m m e in t h e m i n i a t u r e p l a n e t a r i u m a t J o d r e l l 
B a n k . A t C h r i s t m a s t h e c h i l d r e n g a v e u s a d e l i g h t f u l p e r f o r m a n c e o f " T h e 
F i r s t C h r i s t m a s R o s e " . W e w e r e p l e a s e d t o h a v e w i t h u s M r s . G e r t r u d e W r i g h t 
a n d f ive L a d a k h i gir ls in t r a d i t i o n a l d r e s s . T h e g i r l s p e r f o r m e d s o m e u n u s u a l 
d a n c e s f o r u s a n d M r s . W r i g h t r e p o r t s t h a t t h e t w o c h i l d r e n w h o m w e h a v e 
s p o n s o r e d a r e d o i n g well a t t h e M i s s i o n S c h o o l in L e h . 

D u r i n g t h e S p r i n g T e r m t h e t o p c l a s s p r o d u c e d t h e i r o w n n e w s p a p e r " T h e s 

P l a n e t " t o c o i n c i d e w i th t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e n e w n a t i o n a l n e w s p a p e r 
" T o d a y " . T h e c h i l d r e n h a v e a l s o t a k e n p a r t in t h e N a t i o n a l O a k P r o j e c t . W e 
w e r e g r a t e f u l t o His G r a c e t h e D u k e o f W e s t m i n s t e r fo r a l l o w i n g t h e c h i l d r e n 
t o s t u d y t h e s u b s t a n t i a l o a k s a t E a t o n P a r k w h e r e M r . D i c k E m m e r s o n , t h e 
H e a d F o r e s t e r , s h o w e d t h e m m a n y i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s o f t h e t r e e s . T h e y l e a r n t 
a b o u t g r o w t h a n d s t ruc tu re , d i s e a s e s , s e a s o n a l c h a n g e s , d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d h a b i t a t , 
g r e w t h e i r o w n sap l ings a n d d e l v e d i n t o t h e u s e s o f o a k in h i s t o r y . 

F o r . o u r " b i r t h d a y " th i s y e a r w e s h a l l f i rs t visit N e s s G a r d e n s t o p l a n t a c o m ­
m e m o r a t i v e t r ee a n d a f t e r w a r d s w e sha l l s t u d y life o n t h e s ea s h o r e o f t h e W i r r a l 
E s t u a r y . 

D u r i n g t h e y e a r w e w e r e d e l i g h t e d t o h a v e a s u r p r i s e vis i t f r o m M i s s J o a n n a 
H e n r y w h i c h b r o u g h t r a p t u r e t o t h e f aces o f h e r f o r m e r p u p i l s . M i s s H e n r y 
h a s n o w t a k e n u p a n e w p o s t a t t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l S c h o o l in V i e n n a w h e r e s h e 
is v e r y h a p p y . W e w e r e a l s o v e r y p l e a s e d t o see a n o l d f r i end f r o m " D o w n 
U n d e r " — M r s . She i l a R i m m e r . S h e i l a h a s n o w ful ly r e c o v e r e d a f t e r b e i n g 
v e r y b a d l y i n j u r e d in a s e r i o u s c a r a c c i d e n t in t h e A u s t r a l i a n B u s h . I n J u l y 
w e w e r e v e r y s o r r y i n d e e d t o l o s e o u r p a r t - t i m e m e m b e r o f staff , M r s . A n n 
B r o c k l e h u r s t , w h o left t o t a k e u p a f u l l - t i m e p o s t in N e s t o n . I t s e e m s s t r a n g e 
t o h a v e h e r i n s c h o o l as a p a r e n t i n s t e a d . 

L i k e C h r i s t o p h e r R o b i n " N o w w e a r e s i x " a n d I a m m o s t g r a t e f u l t o a l l 
s t a f f w h o s t r i ve for a h i g h s t a n d a r d i n a l l t h a t w e d o a t S a n d f o r d H o u s e a n d 
a b o v e a l l w h o he lp t o m a k e i t a b u s y , h a p p y p l a c e . 

M a r g a r e t W h e l a n 
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My Friend 
My Friend is Angela. She has got brown hair. She has got socks 
on. She has got two slides. I want her to come to my party. 

Julia Mounsey, aged 4 

When I am grown-up 
I think I would have to be 27 to be grown-up. My job will be 
being a toy shop keeper. My shop will close at six o'clock at night 
time. When the shop has closed I would go out with rriy hus­
band to a ball. I would dance with him until nine o'clock and 
then I would go home. 

• ' J Katie Foster, aged 5 

What to look for in spring , 
fWjl like spring because the baby lambs are born and the |'» 
>; Snowdrops, primroses, crocus, daffodils, violets, iJ. 

bluebells, hyacinths and tulips all come out. They are all 1 \ , 
very pretty. In the spring the piglets and foals and deer * [ 

^are born. It is better for them to be born in the spring L v j 
U because they could die in the cold and summer will make 
« , them feel fresh. Snowdrops are white and like snow fall-
Sf^ing from the sky. Primroses are yellow. They grow near 
i f ;the banks of a river. Crocus can be yellow, white, pink 
wjf and lots of other colours. Crocus grow near grassy banks. 
[*' 1 Hyacinths can be any colour. Hyacinths are very nice. 

In the spring the tractors are ploughing the fields. In the 
'spring pussy-willows and catkins and almond blossom 
I come out. Leaves are beginning to appear on the bran-
ches. Insects are beginning to come out of their holes. 

N*; Spring is a very busy time. After the cold weather the birds 
3 Î will not have found a lot of food. They will be eating 
^5] the seeds the farmers have sown. And as the tractor 
i^p ploughs the fields there will be a long line of birds behind 

it eating the worms which have been turned up. In spring [ 
the days become longer and the nights shorter. Rooks and 
crows build very untidy nests. Easter is nice because you 

Iget Easter eggs and play games. The nights are getting 4 
lighter. _ , 

Jessica Pollitt, aged 7 
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The Sea Adventure 

Once me and my friend sea divers were going to go on a sea adven­
ture. They were called Steve, Joe, Peter and Edward. We were 
going but I said to Steve the leader "I have got no swim suit and 
soon it will be nightfall." So the others went home. Next day 
I still had no dive suit. I had an idea — Professor Cinck! He 
could invent a swim suit. So I went to Professor Cinck's 
laboratory and he made me a swim suit that fit me. So me and 
the gang heard a submarine and went down and we all opened 
a door and closed it and all the water came rushing in and so 
we all had nowhere to go inside so me and the gang saw sea 
anemones but then so suddenly we were swept into a crevice. Then 
we just got out of it. And we saw another submarine and got 
on it and went home. 

The Deer 

The deer was weak in the grass and it lay gently in the breeze. 
Its'mother was watching out for enemies. A fox slowly crept up. 
After a while the mother saw it and she chased it away. The little 
deer had kept very still and quiet. The mother went over to the 
little deer and licked it softly, the mother sat down and the deer 
snuggled into the mother. The little deer sucked his mother's milk 
and went to sleep. The deer had had a lovely day. 

Jill Unsworth, aged 8 
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Giotto Passes Halley 

Astronomers thought that Giotto was going to be crushed by 
Halley's comet's long tail. When Giotto was at the closest to 
Halley's nucleus we lost touch with it. Giotto was badly damaged 
when it came out the other side of the comet. Will Giotto fall 
back to Earth or will it go out of our solar system and discover 
a new comet or galaxy? 
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NEDHAM HOUSE NEWS 

W e h a v e en joyed a n o t h e r yea r o f f un a n d h a r d w o r k , m a k i n g ^ n d d o i n g , visi t ing 
a n d b e i n g v i s i t ed , e a r n i n g a n d g i v i n g . 

W e w e r e s o r r y w h e n M r . N o r r i s !eft u s las t s u m m e r b e c a u s e o f i l l - h e a l t h . 
H e h a d w o r k e d h a r d t o b u i l d u p t h e ' c e l l o g r o u p d u r i n g his y e a r s w i t h u s ; w e 
t h a n k h i m ve ry m u c h f o r t h a t a n d a l s o fo r t h e m a n y e x t r a h o u r s h e g a v e u s . 
fo r C a r o l s a n d c o n c e r t s , a n d a t t h e C a t h e d r a l in D e c e m b e r 1984. W e h o p e t h a t 
h e is e n j o y i n g b e t t e r h e a l t h n o w , in s e m i - r e t i r e m e n t , a n d t h a t h e will c o n t i n u e 
t o vis i t u s . M r s . Q u i n n h e l p e d o u r ' ce l l i s t s d u r i n g t h e S u m m e r T e r m a n d M r s . 
J o n e s j o i n e d us in S e p t e m b e r . 

M r s . L e a h a s a b a n d o n e d o u r p i a n i s t s t h i s y e a r , w h i l e s h e d o e s s o m e m o r e 
s t u d y i n g ; M r s . S t e w a r t is h e l p i n g u s t e m p o r a r i l y a n d e n e r g e t i c a l l y a n d s e e m s 
t o l i k e b e i n g w i th u s . 

C h a r i t y f u n d - r a i s i n g t h i s y e a r h a s i n c l u d e d c o m p e t i t i o n s in a id o f t h e F r i e n d s 
o f I a n f u n d , t h e sa le o f C h r i s t m a s g o o d s f o r t h e S a v e t h e C h i l d r e n F u n d a n d 
B u f f y ' s T o u r in a id o f t h e N . S . P . C . C . T h e p r o c e e d s o f t h e H a l l o w e ' e n H o r r o r 
H o u s e w e r e for t h e E t h i o p i a A p p e a l a n d t h o s e o f t h e C h r i s t m a s F e s t i v a l w e r e 
a l l o c a t e d t o C h e s t e r ' s H o s p i c e o f t h e G o o d S h e p h e r d . O u r H a r v e s t c e l e b r a ­
t i o n i n c l u d e d a t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g p l a y , p e r f o r m e d s p l e n d i d l y b y t h e S e c o n d 
F o r m , a b o u t sense less v i n d i c t i v e n e s s in a v i l l age c o m m u n i t y a n d h o w it w a s 
o v e r c o m e b y t h e love a n d c o m p a s s i o n o f a ch i l d . N e d d i e s a n d t h e i r p a r e n t s 
p r o v i d e d e n o u g h gif ts a t H a r v e s t t o d i s t r i b u t e a b o u t t h i r t y i n d i v i d u a l b a s k e t s 
t o n e e d y f r iends a n d s e v e r a l l a r g e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o v a r i o u s h o s p i t a l s a n d n u r s ­
i n g h o m e s . T h e c h i l d r e n a r e a l w a y s k e e n t o s u p p o r t g o o d c a u s e s a n d h a v e 
f o r m e d t h e C h a r i t i e s C l u b , u n d e r M i s s R i l e y ' s d i r e c t i o n , t o c o - o r d i n a t e o u r 
e f f o r t s . E v e n s o , w e w o u l d a c h i e v e l i t t le w i t h o u t t h e p a r e n t s ' b a c k i n g a n d p r a c ­
t i ca l e n c o u r a g e m e n t s o w e d o t h a n k p a r e n t s ve ry s i n c e r e l y fo r a l l t h e i r h e l p . 

L a s t M a y , w e w e n t o n a s u m m e r o u t i n g t o T a t t o n . O u r p r o g r e s s t h r o u g h 
t i m e , in t h e O l d H a l l , w a s f a s c i n a t i n g a n d i n s t r u c t i v e a n d m a n y o f u s t r i e d 
o u r h a n d a t w i n n o w i n g , m e d i a e v a l - s t y l e , in t h e c r u c k b a r n . G r o u p s a l s o w e n t 
t o t h e F a r m a n d t h e G a r d e n s . T h e Y . O . C . e n j o y e d a n a t u r e w a l k a t S a r n i a 
S c o t t ' s h o m e a n d a B i r d W a t c h in N e d h a m H o u s e g a r d e n . T h e T h i r d F o r m 
l e a r n e d a lo t a b o u t t h e C a t h e d r a l d u r i n g t h e i r vis i t in J u l y , u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e 
o f C a n o n D a i n t i t h . O u r t h e a t r e t r i p , i n D e c e m b e r , t o see t h e " N u t c r a c k e r " 
b a l l e t w a s v e r y p o p u l a r ; 112 p e o p l e t r a v e l l e d t o M a n c h e s t e r t o w a t c h t h e N o r ­
t h e r n Ba l l e t T h e a t r e ' s c o l o u r f u l a n d l ive ly p r o d u c t i o n a n d b e a u t i f u l d a n c i n g . 
C o n t r a s t i n g s h a r p l y w i t h t h a t w a s o u r B i r t h d a y O u t i n g t o M a r t i n M e r e i n ; 
F e b r u a r y ; m o s t p a r e n t s ( w i s e l y ? ) d e c l i n e d o u r i n v i t a t i o n t o j o i n u s a n d it was 
b i t t e r l y c o l d . N e v e r t h e l e s s , w e e n j o y e d m e e t i n g C y n t h i a , t h e n e a r l y - 1 0 - y e a r -
o l d c e r e o p s i s g o o s e w h o t h i n k s s h e ' s h u m a n , a n d w a t c h e d t h e f l o c k s o f w i l d 
g e e s e o n t h e m e r e , a n d e n v i e d t h e f l a m i n g o e s in s ide the i r c e n t r a l l y - h e a t e d w i n t e r 
q u a r t e r s , a n d sa t h a p p i l y in t h e t h e a t r e e n t h r a l l e d b y t h e f i lm a b o u t w i l d s w a n s 
w h i l e o u r fingers a n d t o e s g r a d u a l l y t h a w e d o u t . W e r e t u r n e d t o N e d h a m H o u s e 
t i n g l i n g a l l o v e r a n d e n j o y e d M r s . O g g ' s o r a n g e s q u a s h a n d B i r t h d a y B i s c u i t s . 

A v a r i e t y o f o t h e r s p e c i a l a c t i v i t i e s p u n c t u a t e d t h e n o r m a l p a t t e r n o f w o r k 
a n d p l a y d u r i n g t h e y e a r . M r . Q u a y l e p a i d h i s a n n u a l visit t o t a k e o u r 
p h o t o g r a p h s . T h e T h i r d F o r m o r g a n i s e d a F u n D a y , w i th g a m e s , c o m p e t i t i o n s , 
c r a z y s p o r t s , a n d a t u c k s h o p , a n d a l s o f o u n d t i m e t o p e r f o r m " B l a n c h e N e i g e " 
( i . e . S n o w W h i t e in F r e n c h ) t o e n t e r t a i n u s . T h e y i n v i t e d t h e s t a f f t o j o i n t h e m 
a t a F r e n c h pe t i t d e j e u n e r ; s o m e o f u s f o u n d it d i f f icul t t o recal l e n o u g h F r e n c h 
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t o h a v e a c o n v e r s a t i o n d u r i n g t h e m e a l bu t t h e p e n a l t y fo r l a p s i n g i n t o E n g l i s h 
w a s t o s t a n d u p a n d s ing o r rec i t e in F r e n c h ! T h e P a r e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n h e l d 
a S h o r t T e n n i s T o u r n a m e n t o n t h e n e w c o u r t s w h i c h t hey h e l p e d t o p r o v i d e . 
It w a s lovely t o see s o m a n y p e o p l e e n j o y i n g t h e m s e l v e s in " o u r " g a r d e n a n d 
t h e w h o l e v e n t u r e w a s ve ry succes s fu l . W e a r e b e n e f i t i n g g r e a t l y f r o m t h e 
P a r e n t s ' g e n e r o s i t y a n d w e t h a n k t h e m for e n a b l i n g u s to e x p a n d o u r g a m e s 
faci l i t ies in th i s w a y . W e w e r e i n v i t e d to t a k e pa r t in C h e s t e r ' s " S p o r t a n d 
L e i s u r e " w e e k in J u l y a n d p e r f o r m e d " S i r S p e n c e a n d a D r a g o n ca l l ed H o r a c e " 

in the T o w n H a l l . T h e s l o p i n g s t a g e w a s a l i t t le d i f f icul t t o m o v e a b o u t o n , 
a n d t h e m u s i c i a n s w e r e s q u a s h e d i n t o a c o r n e r , whi l e t h e e n t r a n c e s a n d ex i t s 
h a d t o b e m a d e w i t h o u t d i s t u r b i n g t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g C o u r t w h i c h w a s in s e s ­
s i o n ! bu t w e m a n a g e d s o m e h o w , a n d e n j o y e d d o i n g i t . W e w e r e ve ry g r a t e f u l 
t o M r . H u d s p i t h fo r f ix ing u p a f l ight o f s t e p s a t t h e f r o n t o f t h e s t a g e a n d 
c a n ' t m a g i n e h o w w e c o u l d h a v e d o n e the p lay at all w i t h o u t t h e m . M a n y p a r e n t s 
c o u l d no t a t t e n d t h a t p e r f o r m a n c e s o w e g a v e a s e c o n d o n e , a t N e d h a m H o u s e , 
a week l a t e r . E v e r y sea t w a s t a k e n a n d s o m e p e o p l e even s t o o d u p all e v e n i n g . 
T h e e n t r a n c e o f t h e D r a g o n w a s g r e e t e d w i th l o u d a p p l a u s e ; h e w a s M r s . 
M e r e d i t h ' s i n s p i r a t i o n a n d ve ry s p l e n d i d t o s ee . W e h a d a C h r i s t m a s F e s t i v a l , 
i n s t e a d o f C a r o l s , a n d , t h a n k s t o M i s s P a i c e a n d M i s s R i l e y , w e r e r e m i n d e d 
m o s t b e a u t i f u l l y a b o u t t h e r ea l m e a n i n g o f C h r i s t m a s , w i th t h e s t o r y o f 
B a b o u s h k a a n d r e - e n a c t m e n t s o f c h i l d r e n ' s C h r i s t m a s c u s t o m s in o t h e r l a n d s , 
d r a w n t o g e t h e r in t h e f inal N a t i v i t y s c e n e . All t h e c h i l d r e n t o o k p a r t a s a c t o r s , 
s ingers o r m u s i c i a n s — a m e m o r a b l e e v e n i n g . 

It w a s lovely t o see a n u m b e r o f " o l d " Nedd ie s d u r i n g t h e y e a r . B r idge t Bul l i -
v a n t spen t a w e e k w i t h u s in J u n e , a f t e r he r e x a m s , a n d L l e w e l a a n d J e n n y 
" p o p p e d i n ' " t o see if t h i n g s h a d c h a n g e d . R u t h C o l l i n , n o w a c h i l d r e n ' s 
l ib ra r i an in Se lk i rk , w a s at t h e O l d G i r l s ' S u m m e r R e u n i o n a n d S a r a h S h e p h e r d , 
still in t h e M a i n S c h o o l , s p e n t a d a y w i th u s . A l i ce G r a h a m - P a l m e r , w h o left 
last yea r to g o t o b o a r d i n g s c h o o l c a m e fo r a d a y t o j o i n h e r o l d f o r m w h e n 
s h e w a s o n h o l i d a y a n d w e w e r e n o t . T h i s r e m i n d s us w h a t a b i g f a m i l y w e 
a r e o f o l d e r a n d y o u n g e r N e d d i e s a n d w e h o p e t o be in t o u c h w i th m a n y m o r e 
in t w o y e a r s ' t i m e , d u r i n g o u r R u b y J u b i l e e ce l eb ra t ions . P lease , " o l d " N e d d i e s , 
let us k n o w w h e r e y o u a r e n o w , w h a t y o u a r e d o i n g , n e w s o f a n y o n e e l se y o u 
a r e in con t ac t w i t h , a n d w h a t y o u r e m e m b e r a b o u t the t i m e you spen t a t N e d h a m 
H o u s e . W e w o u l d l o v e t o h e a r f r o m y o u . 
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We are very appreciative of all that many friends do for us at Nedham House; 
Mrs . Ogg and Mr. Charters , always busy looking after our comfort; Mrs. 
Forgham and Jeremy, their hard-working out-of-sight assistants; Mrs. Cawley, 
Mrs . Power and Mrs. Garner helping Mrs. Ogg during the day; Mrs. Green 
and Mrs . Jones in the Main School Office; and Miss Farra and Miss Edwards 
w h o always take a keen interest in all that we do and accept our invitations 
even when they are very, very busy themselves. We remember, too, the children 
who take our pets home for the holidays and look after them so conscientiously; 
the animals always return looking as though they have enjoyed their change 
of surroundings , just as we do ourselves. We are conscious, too, of a big debt 
of gra t i tude owed to Neddie parents this year, as every year; they have pro­
vided us with many luxuries, mainly in the form of leaving presents, and Nedham 
House is indeed a treasure-house of which to be proud as well as being, we 
hope , a happy, busy community of people, all learning how to learn. 

M.N.W. 

The Gypsy and the Crystal Ball 

There it was, the old horse cart situated on the summit of a deserted hill. 1 
looked at it, my eyes on the old, abandoned , neglected wood. There was no 
pa in twork , the screws had rusted and the wood had dry rot. The wheels of 
the wagon were embedded in mud and the small, pretty windows were opaque. 
Peering through the door I caught sight of the gypsy. Her long, grey, straggly 
hair lay on her rounded shoulders. She had a gaunt face and her forehead was 
wrinkled and dry. A black flowing skirt complete with shawl hung loosely 
a round her emaciated body. There was so much dirt in her long, pointed finger­
nails that you could hardly see the crystal ball. The crystal ball had oily colours 
a r o u n d it. I began to speak to the gypsy but she did not answer me. All she 
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d i d w a s ra i se h e r h e a d a n d give m e a p i e r c i n g l o o k . L o o k i n g a r o u n d t h e r o o m , 
I s aw he r b e l o n g i n g s — a smal l t r a y fo r c o l l e c t i n g m o n e y , a c u p a n d s a u c e r , 
a ke t t le a n d a t o o t h b r u s h . I m u s t b e g e t t i n g h o m e n o w , I t h o u g h t . W a v i n g 
t o the g y p s y , I s c a m p e r e d d o w n t h e hi l l . T h e c a r a v a n w a s s i l h o u e t t e d a g a i n s t 
t h e d a r k s k y . W h e n I a r r i ved h o m e , I t o l d m o t h e r a b o u t m y e s c a p a d e a n d s h e 
t o ld m e n e v e r , e v e r t o g o u p the re a g a i n . M o t h e r neve r t o l d m e w h y . I w o n d e r . 

Ver i ty O w e n F o r m III 

THE BADGER 

It was a cold winter's night, 
The mist hung around the trees. 
In the bushes I heard a rustling noise, 
A face appeared in the darkness, 
It was a badger. 

He stood motionless like a statue, 
His nose twitched and his eyes sparkled. 
Slowly he crept out of the undergrowth, 
His black and white face stared at me. 
I started moving nervously backwards. 

His heavy weight snapped the twigs. 
I could see his sharp claws scrape the ground 
As his grey body lumbered along. 
He moved away from me, towards a tree, 
Seeking for a place to sleep. 

Tessa Adni t t , Form 1 

BRAVELY 

Bravely the man climbs up the hill, 
Bravely the boy goes into the mill. 
Bravely the fireman fights the fire, 
His turn-table ladder going higher and higher. 
Bravely the girl dives into the pool, 
Into the water so deep and cool. 
But bravest of alt — 
Is the soldier tall, 
Who stands on duty outside the city wall. 

Katie Blackburn, Form 1 
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THE SEAL 

Turning and twisting 
Under the waves, 
Through curtains of seaweed, 
Into dark caves. 

Darting and diving 
Through shoals of fish, 
Chasing his dinner, 
His tail gives a swish. 

He glides through the water 
With swiftness and grace, 
Moving on beaches 
Slows down his pace. 

Silvery bubbles 
Mark out his trail, 
He changes direction 
With a flick of his tail. 

His fur's soft and silky, 
His eyes gleam so bright, 
His whiskers are spiky, 
He's a beautiful sight. 

Katie Geddes, Form II 

THE DESOLATE BEACH 

As dawn breaks over the beach 
The day begins afresh. 
Breakers over the horizon gradually decrease 
To the peaceful, rippling waves that lap at my feet. 

Polished plains of sand, 
Used as a well-worn floor, 
Wiped clear at midnight by the foaming sea, 
Left in the morning like a blank page. 

Anna Heywood, Form II 
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TIBBIES 

One day with my cat Tibbies 
Sitting by the fire, 
Watching flames go soaring, 
Higher and higher and higher, 

We heard a gentle squeaking 
Somewhere by the door. 
Then off my knee jumped Tibbies 
And landed on the floor. 

He crept into the kitchen, 
Through the pantry door, 
And sitting on a pantry shelf 
A little mouse he saw. 

This little mouse was nibbling 
A very tasty cheese. 
But Tibbies wasn't having that, 
That mouse he'd have to tease. 

His eyes grew bright, 
His whiskers curled 
And through the air 
That mouse he hurled. 

The story ended happily 
Since Tibbies was so brave, 
And as I was so very pleased 
A big sardine I gave. 

Suzanne Edgenon , Form Hi 
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Cre a itiv' ra 

MY DAY OF COMPLETE FREEDOM 

O n m y d a y o f c o m p l e t e f r e e d o m , 1 s h o u l d de f in i t e l y n o t g o t o s c h o o l . I w o u l d 
n o t w e a r s c h o o l u n i f o r m a n d I w o u l d n o t b r u s h m y tee th o r c o m b m y h a i r . 
I w o u l d n o t d o a n y w o r k o f a n y k i n d a n d I w o u l d n o t e a t m y f o o d a t n o r m a l 
t i m e s . 

O n th i s d a y I s h o u l d get u p a t 8 . 0 0 a . m . a n d h a v e p izza a n d c o l e s l a w fo r 
b r e a k f a s t w i th a b l a c k c h e r r y y o g h o u r t t o f o l l o w . I u sua l l y h a v e c o c o - p o p s 
a n d t o a s t b u t o n t h i s c o m p l e t e l y f r ee d a y 1 w o u l d h a v e p izza a s it fills m e u p 
sa t i s f ac to r i l y for t h e rest o f t h e d a y . N o r m a l l y I get d ressed b e f o r e m y b r e a k f a s t 
b u t I w o u l d ge t d r e s s e d a f t e r m y b r e a k f a s t o n t h i s d a y . 1 w o u l d w e a r s o m e 
o l d t r o u s e r s a n d a s w e a t s h i r t a n d a p a i r o f p i n k a n d g reen f l u o r e s c e n t s o c k s 
a n d s o m e o l d t r a i n e r s . A f t e r th i s I s h o u l d g o t o t h e L a k e D i s t r i c t , b e c a u s e th i s 
is m y f a v o u r i t e p l a c e in E n g l a n d . I l ike it t h e r e b e c a u s e it is c l e a n , n o t b u s y 
a n d h a s p u r e , f resh a i r . 

I n t h e L a k e D i s t r i c t I s h o u l d w a l k t o t h e n e a r e s t l a k e a n d j u m p i n t o it w i t h 
a l l m y c l o t h e s o n . I h a v e a l w a y s w a n t e d t o d o th i s b e c a u s e I l ike t h e fee l ing 
o f w e t c lo thes a g a i n s t m y s k i n , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n it is real ly w i n d y . T h e n , a f t e r 
d r y i n g o f f s l igh t ly , I w o u l d r u n a l l t h e w a y t o t h e t o p o f a g r a s s y hill a n d ro l l 
a l l t h e w a y d o w n a g a i n u n t i l I w a s t h o r o u g h l y d i r t y . I w o u l d t h e n r u n a l l t h e 
w a y t o t h e t o p a g a i n a n d j u s t s i m p l y sit t h e r e w i t h o u t a c a r e in t h e w o r l d a n d 
l o o k a t t h e v iew. W h e n I h a d d r i e d o f f c o m p l e t e l y I s h o u l d r u n d o w n t h e hill 
a n d j u m p ove r a s t i l e o n t o a w i n d i n g l a n e , l e a d i n g d o w n t o a s m a l l v i l l a g e . 
A s k a t e b o a r d w o u l d b e t h e r e o n t o w h i c h I w o u l d j u m p a n d g o all t h e w a y d o w n 
a s f a s t a s p o s s i b l e , w a v i n g m y a r m s in t h e a i r t o e v e r y o n e a s I p a s s ! A t t h e 
b o t t o m I s h o u l d w a l k i n t o t h e n e a r e s t s h o p a n d b u y a n i ce -co ld d r i n k . T h e n 
o f f I s h o u l d g o t o L o n d o n fo r t h e a f t e r n o o n ! 

I n L o n d o n I s h o u l d t a k e p a r t in a q u i z p r o g r a m m e o n t e l ev i s ion a n d w i n 
a l l t h e t h ings I h a v e eve r w a n t e d . I s h o u l d w i n a s t e r e o , a c o m p u t e r o f m y o w n , 
a m i c r o - w a v e o v e n a n d a h o l i d a y f o r a m o n t h in t h e B a h a m a s fo r all m y f a m i l y 
a n d f r i e n d s . A f t e r t h i s I s h o u l d g o t o B u c k i n g h a m P a l a c e a n d t a k e t h e p l a c e 
o f o n e o f t h e g u a r d s o u t s i d e t h e g a t e s in a s e n t r y b o x . I w o u l d w e a r a l a r g e 
b u s b y a n d s m a r t r e d u n i f o r m . I s h o u l d s t a y o n d u t y fo r h a l f a n h o u r a n d t h e n 
I s h o u l d q u i c k l y t r a v e l t o L a n d ' s E n d in C o r n w a l l fo r t h e e v e n i n g . 

A t L a n d ' s E n d I s h o u l d h a v e a c u p o f h o t c h o c o l a t e wh i l s t w a t c h i n g t h e s u n 
g o d o w n o v e r t h e s ea a n d s e a b i r d s s w o o p i n g a n d g l id ing a r o u n d m e . A f t e r 
w a t c h i n g t h e s u n s e t 1 s h o u l d r e t u r n h o m e a n d c u r l u p in m y c o s y b e d , t h i n k i n g 
m y d a y o f f r e e d o m is o v e r n o w a n d t o m o r r o w I shal l b e i m p r i s o n e d a g a i n ! 

C a t h e r i n e P o w e l l , R e m o v e H 
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THE ROOM! 

A s t h e girl w a l k e d d o w n t h e icy, d a m p c o r r i d o r , he r tense f o o t s t e p s r e v e r b e r a t e d 
o m i n o u s l y . H e r b r e a t h w a s s l o w a n d l a b o u r e d a s s h e a p p r o a c h e d h e r f a t e . A 
s c r e a m o f a n g u i s h b r o k e t h e s i l ence . F o r a m o m e n t t h e gir l p a u s e d , o n l y t o 
see the y o u n g b o y e s c a p e f r o m t h e r o o m , w i t h t e r r o r w r i t t e n a l l o v e r h i s f a c e . 
S h e c o n t i n u e d u n t i l s h e a p p r o a c h e d t h e r o o m . 

A s s h e s t e p p e d i n t o t h e r o o m , c o l d b e a d s o f g lass - l ike s w e a t t r i c k l e d d o w n 
h e r f u r r o w e d f o r e h e a d . S h e c o u l d feel h e r b o d y t e n s e u p a s s h e g l a n c e d a r o u n d 
t h e r o o m . It w a s as t i n y a s a r a b b i t h u t c h w i t h ye l low s t a i n e d c u r t a i n s d r a w n 
a c r o s s t h e o n l y w i n d o w . T h e wa l l s w e r e b r o w n a n d d a m p a n d t h e w h o l e r o o m 
s m e l t m u s t y a n d d e c a y i n g . T h e s ing le b l i n d i n g s p o t l i g h t i l l u m i n a t e d t h e r o o m . 

T h e g i r l ' s u n k n o w n f o e a p p r o a c h e d h e r . H e h a d h a r d , u n f l i n c h i n g , s t ee ly 
eyes a n d a m u t t o n c h o p m o u s t a c h e . H i s h a i r w a s a s b l a c k as n i g h t a n d s t r a i g h t 
a s a n a r r o w . H e h a d a g r o t e s q u e s c a r r u n n i n g d o w n his r i g h t c h e e k t h a t m a d e 
his face s e e m p u c k e r e d . 

H i s a c c o m p l i c e f l a shed a w i c k e d s m i l e a t t h e g i r l , a s he r u n k n o w n f o e p i n n e d 
h e r t o a c h a i r . T h e a c c o m p l i c e h a d g r e y , s m o k e y h a i r s c r a p e d b a c k i n t o a k n o t 
a t t h e b a c k o f h e r h e a d . C i r c u l a r g l a s se s p e r c h e d o n t h e e n d o f h e r h a w k l i k e 
n o s e , w h i c h e x a g g e r a t e d h e r m u r d e r o u s g l a n c e s a t t h e nex t v i c t i m . S h e h a d 
a m o u t h t h a t t w i t c h e d w i t h a m u s e m e n t a s y o u f l i nched w i t h p a i n . 

T h e gir l n o w s a w t h e g l i n t i n g i m p l e m e n t s o f t o r t u r e , ly ing in w a i t b y h e r 
f o e ' s s i de . T h e s p o t l i g h t c a m e c l o s e r t o h e r f a c e , d a z z l i n g h e r . S h e f l i n c h e d 
wi th t e r r o r . H e r f o e ' s d i s t o r t e d face c a m e n e a r e r a s t h e r a z o r - s h a r p b l a d e 
a p p r o a c h e d h e r m o u t h . T h e r e w a s n o e s c a p e th i s t i m e ; th i s w a s t h e e n d f o r h e r . 

Y e s , y o u h a v e g u e s s e d i t . S h e w a s a t t h e . . . D E N T I S T ' S . 

S i a n H o l i d a y , L o w e r I V N 

MY SKIING ACCIDENT 

M y hea r t b e a t n e r v o u s l y a s I he ld t i g h t l y t o t h e sk i l if t . T h e r e w a s s i l e n c e . I 
g l a n c e d a r o u n d m e , m a r v e l l i n g a t t h e m a s s i v e m o u n t a i n s b l a n k e t e d in s n o w . 
T h e o t h e r s h a d f in i shed a g e s a g o . I l o o k e d b a c k d o w n t h e s l o p e o f t h e m o u n ­
t a i n . In t h e d i s t a n c e I s a w o u r m i n i b u s . T h e y w o u l d b e s i t t i ng i n s i d e h a v i n g 
t h e i r l u n c h , w h i l e I w o u l d r a t h e r b e d e a d t h a n s k i i n g d o w n a m o u n t a i n . 

A t last I r e a c h e d t h e t o p . I w a s t r e m b l i n g f r o m h e a d t o t o e , I d i d n o t e v e n 
k n o w h o w t o h o l d t h e sil ly s t i c k s ! I t o t t e r e d a c r o s s t o t h e t o p o f t h e s l o p e , 
h a l f w a l k i n g , h a l f s l i d i n g . 1 w a s ve ry n e r v o u s . If o n l y I c o u l d t u r n b a c k a n d 
g o d o w n a g a i n , b u t t h e y w o u l d call m e c o w a r d . I w o u l d h a v e t o g o . I g o t myse l f 
i n t o p o s i t i o n a n d p u s h e d a w a y . 

I b e g a n t o s k i m o v e r t h e h a r d - p a c k e d s n o w . I t w a s n o t a s b a d a s I h a d 
i m a g i n e d , in f ac t it w a s b e t t e r t h a n I h a v e eve r d r e a m e d it w o u l d b e . T h e r e 
w a s a lovely s c r a p i n g n o i s e as m y sk i s s k i m m e d o v e r t h e c r i s p s n o w . It w a s 
lovely , I w a s z o o m i n g a l o n g . I b e g a n t o c o n c e n t r a t e o n o t h e r t h i n g s a p a r t f r o m 
m y s k i i n g , s u c h as t h e o t h e r s k i e r s . I l a u g h e d a s I w e n t w h i z z i n g p a s t t h o s e 
w h o h a d fallen o v e r . T h e w i n d w h i s t l e d r o u n d m y e a r s . I s a w a t i n y c a b i n a h e a d 
a n d s o I d e c i d e d I w o u l d res t t h e r e f o r a f ew m i n u t e s . 

O n c e i n s i d e 1 l o o k e d a r o u n d . I n o n e c o m e r t h e r e w a s a lit f i r e . T h r o u g h 
a d o o r t h e r e w e r e s o m e s t r e t c h e r s a n d a f irs t a i d c u p b o a r d . I s a t d o w n o n o n e 
o f t h e b e n c h e s a n d g o t a b a r o f c h o c o l a t e o u t o f m y p o c k e t . 
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I g a z e d o u t o f t h e w i n d o w . It w a s ve ry a m u s i n g t o w a t c h t h e o t h e r sk ie r s 
t o p p l e o v e r . S u d d e n l y t h e r e w a s a terr i f ic w h o o s h a n d a f lash o f yel low whizzed 
p a s t t h e w i n d o w . It m u s t h a v e b e e n o n e o f t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l s k i e r s . I d e c i d e d 
1 w o u l d t r y to ski a t t h a t s p e e d , s o I f in i shed t h e c h o c o l a t e a n d w e n t o u t s i d e . 

1 p u s h e d a w a y a n d s t a r t e d o f f o n c e m o r e . I p u s h e d h a r d e r a n d h a r d e r o n 
t h e s t i c k s . E v e r y t h i n g j u s t w h i z z e d pas t m e in o n e g r e a t b l u r , a n d t h e n it h a p ­
p e n e d . I m u s t h a v e b e e n s k i i n g r ea l ly fast b e c a u s e o n e o f m y s t i cks w a s fo rced 
o u t o f m y h a n d . I los t c o n t r o l , I b e g a n t o s t a g g e r a n d w o b b l e . I s e e m e d t o 
b e g o i n g fas te r t h a n e v e r b e f o r e . It w a s h o r r i b l e . T h e n I c a u g h t m y r ight ski 
a g a i n s t a rock a n d w e n t t u m b l i n g d o w n , ro l l ing ove r a n d o v e r . T h e w h o l e w o r l d 
w a s s p i n n i n g r o u n d m e . I ye l led a n d s c r e a m e d . I s t o p p e d r o l l i n g b u t I still k e p t 
s l i t h e r i n g d o w n . I l a n d e d w i t h a b u m p . 

T h e next t h i n g I k n e w I w a s in a h o s p i t a l b e d w i th a b r o k e n leg a n d a b r u i s e d 
h e a d . I t h e n v o w e d I w o u l d n e v e r ski a g a i n . 

E l i z a b e t h B o y d , R e m o v e D 

THE MASTER RACE? 

T h e m o t h e r d o g w a s ly ing in h e r b a s k e t , f o u r p u p p i e s a r o u n d he r . T h e s e w e r e 
h i g h l y f a s h i o n a b l e p u p p i e s , p u p p i e s t o b e e x h i b i t e d a n d d i s p l a y e d a n d b r e d 
t o p r o d u c e c h a m p i o n s . F o r , less t h a n a n h o u r a g o , t h e i r ve lve ty e a r s h a d b e e n 
c a r e f u l l y inc ised a w a y , a n d the i r s m a l l n e a t ta i l s cu t t o s t u m p s . T h e b r o w n eyes 
o f t h e m o t h e r d o g w e r e full o f i n c o m p r e h e n s i o n a n d h u r t . W i t h w h i n e s s h e 
l i c k e d t h e r a w e d g e s a n d n u z z l e d t h e f r i g h t e n e d b o d i e s o f h e r c h i l d r e n . T h e 
p u p p i e s t o o were deep ly u n h a p p y — they s h o o k the i r h e a d s a n d sc rabb led feebly 
a t t h e i r e a r s w h e r e sof t l o b e s s h o u l d h a v e b e e n . T h e y w h i m p e r e d a n d s q u e a l e d 
p a t h e t i c a l l y . N o t s o l o n g a g o t h e i r c l u m s y p a w s h a d b e e n u s e d in de l i gh t fu l 
p l a y - f i g h t i n g , heav i l y p a t t i n g t h e i r b r o t h e r s a n d t h e i r m o t h e r . T h e i r ta i l s h a d 
w a g g e d in a f u m b l i n g w a y , a s t h e y t o t t e r e d a n d fell f r o m t h e b a s k e t . S o m e 
h a d s q u e a l e d fo r t h e fun o f i t , s o m e d a r e d a m i d g e t b a r k , s o m e t i m e s all w e r e 
s i l e n t . T h e i r m o t h e r ' s e y e s h a d b e e n full o f c o n t e n t m e n t a n d p l u m p s a t i s f a c ­
t i o n , i n d u l g e n t a s h e r o f f s p r i n g c l i m b e d o v e r h e r , c a r e f u l a s s h e t o o k t h e l o o s e 
s c r u f f o f t h e n e c k t o lift t h e m b a c k n e a r t h e w a r m s a f e t y o f h e r b o d y . T h e n 
t h e y h a d b e e n s n a t c h e d a w a y . 

S h e h a d w h i n e d , s n a r l e d , p a w e d , even b a r k e d unt i l t h e p u p p i e s w e r e r e t u r n e d . 
T h e n s h e l o o k e d a t t h e m e t i c u l o u s , a c c u r a t e c u t s in unbe l i ev ing a n g u i s h , a n s w e r ­
i n g e v e r y c ry w i t h h e r o w n . I w a s s i t t i n g n e a r h e r b a s k e t , w a t c h i n g he r a n d 
h e r f o u r m a u l e d c h i l d r e n , h e a r i n g h e r h o p e l e s s , los t c r i e s . S u d d e n l y I h e a r d 
t h e o w n e r s t a n d i n g a b o v e m e . 

" P a t h e t i c , i s n ' t i t ? B u t she ' l l ge t o v e r it — t h e y a l w a y s d o . " 

M a r y S t e v e n s , U p p e r I V B 

THE EDGE 

I l o o k e d u p a t t h e g r e a t s a n d s t o n e r o c k s l o o m i n g o v e r m e , a n d t h e i r m a j e s t y 
o v e r a w e d m e . R a w h e a d , a t t h e b o t t o m o f w h i c h I w a s n o w w a i t i n g , w a s o n e 
o f t h e m o s t i m p r e s s i v e hi l l s t h a t I h a d e v e r s e e n , a n d I c o u l d n o t wa i t t o s t a n d 
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at its vertiginous summit with Cheshire stretched beneath my feet. "Three 
seconds ." I soothed Rufus, and then "Alr ight , G o ! " 

The wild surge which leapt beneath me surprised me temporarily, but as the 
little horse stretched out into a pounding, thundering gallop, I felt intensely 
exhilarated. I could see the huge trees which overhung the track, swaying in 
the strong wind and the leaves skittered across the ground in front of me, like 
nervous yearlings. I felt for a second like an element of the sky, which rolled 
on so majestically. 

Perhaps it was a fleeting second of loss of concentration that did it. I shall 
never know, but before 1 could register any thoughts, 1 found that the track 
in front of us had ended and Rufus was striking out up a seemingly vertical 
path in front. It was thickly strewn with clots of mud and because of this, our 
gallop had degenerated into a sort of bunny-hop, in which Rufus seemed to 
bounce vertically up the treacherously muddy path in front of us. I realised 
then that I could not s top, for if I had, the lack of forward momentum would 
have caused Rufus to topple backwards on to me, and back down the perilous 
path which we had just ascended. 

At this moment in my thoughts, I realised that I was no longer going up . 
Indeed I was on flat, solid earth. As I looked down I realised it was hardly 
short of a miracle that I had made the ascent safely. 

In the meantime Kate had materialised. We stood in shocked silence for a 
moment. Kate was the first to recover. She said, a little huskily, " I think we 
should g o . " 

I could not have agreed more fervently. We could not turn round on the 
narrow pathway, so we were forced to continue our teetering walk on the two 
feet of path, until we reached a place where we could turn round. 

At this point, Kate had what seemed to be a good idea. "Le t ' s go down these 
s t eps , " she said blithely. " I t must be easier than that last path, the one we 
came u p . " I admitted that this seemed to be sound reasoning, and so I followed 
Kate down the steps that were in front of us. The first few I managed easily 
enough for they were good and wide. The ones after that abruptly became 
narrower. Rufus turned a disbelieving eye towards me. I knew what he was 
thinking, but I could not turn round. Taking a deep breath, I managed to per­
suade him to follow me down the next two. Then disaster struck. I tripped 
on a tree root which protruded onto the next step and slithered ignominiously 
down to another , wider step, a few feet lower down. Had I let go of the rein 
by which I was leading Rufus, no doubt that would have been all right. Sadly, 
with a bad luck which I felt was typical of me, I still had the rein clutched 
in one hand. The only thing that Rufus could do was follow. He slithered and 
hopped down until he was on the same step as me. One iron-shod hoof hovered 
an inch from my face. I shut my eyes, convinced that my end was come, but . 
the crunch of metal on bone did not occur. Instead, the hoof plopped to the 
earth, a hair's breadth from my right arm, and I found myself lying under Rufus, 
his hooves around me, looking up at his muddy girths. 

Somehow I managed to extricate myself, and by some miracle we arrived 
at the bot tom of the steps, which came out on the road from which we had 
started, mercifully unscathed. I looked up at Rawhead towering above me and 
knew then that I should never attempt to climb it again. 

Charlot te Hobson , Upper IVF 
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A MAN IS MADE 

I whi t t l ed a w a y i r r i t a b l y a t m y b o w l , t h e final i m a g e n o t f o r m i n g i t se l f in m y 
m i n d . It w a s o f b e a u t i f u l , o ld p i n e , m a t u r e d fo r m a n y y e a r s ; t h e k i n d o n l y 
u s e d for m a k i n g s a c r e d o r m a g i c a l o b j e c t s . It w a s t o b e a m e d i c i n e b o w l , b u t 
I w a s no t o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t d o i n g a w o m a n ' s w o r k w o u l d b e g o o d fo r t hy 
e d u c a t i o n . I t h r e w it ac ros s t h e r o o m v i o l e n t l y . I w a s t h e s o n o f a c h i e f t a i n . 
W h y then s h o u l d h e t h i n k me o n l y fit t o b e c o m e a w i s e m a n o r a p r o p h e t ? 
T r u e I w a s t h e y o u n g e s t he h a d s i r e d , b u t 1 w a s as e a g e r a n d b r a v e - h e a r t e d 
a s even the l o w e s t w a r r i o r ! I c o u l d n o t o v e r c o m e m y a n g e r a n d m y j e a l o u s y 
o f m y t w o b r o t h e r s . S o , I sat t he re i n d i g n a n t , a n d b e g a n t o b r o o d , a s I s o o f t e n 
d i d , if on ly t o e s c a p e f r o m the c o n s t a n t t e a s i n g a n d c a j o l i n g o f m y r e l a t i v e s , 
n o b l e t h o u g h t h e y w e r e . 

T o c a p it a l l , m y father-left m e a t h o m e , w h i l e h e a n d m y b r o t h e r s , T h r a s s i 
a n d M o e r i , w e n t o n a r a i d to t h e S o u t h e r n L a n d s . I h a d j u s t c o m e t o w a r r i o r 
a g e a n d this s h o u l d h a v e been m y first b a t t l e , o n l y f a t h e r h a d s a id t h a t a r a i d 
w a s n o fit w a y f o r a p o t e n t i a l wise m a n t o b e c o m e a n a d u l t ! I c o u l d n o t t h i n k 
o f a r ea son fo r t h i s p e r s e c u t i o n . T h r a s s i a n d M o e r i h a d b e e n t h e bes t o f f r i e n d s 
a l w a y s , s p a r r i n g a n d l e a r n i n g t o g e t h e r , b u t I w a s o f a d i f f e r e n t p a r e n t a g e . M y 
f a t h e r was t h e i r f a t h e r , bu t H i l d a , t h e o l d c r o n e , sa id t h a t m y m o t h e r w a s a 
n o b l e w o m a n f r o m a d i s t a n t l a n d . P e r h a p s t h a t is w h y m y ha i r w a s d a r k a n d 
I w a s sho r t a n d I s h o w e d a l m o s t n o t r a c e o f m y V i k i n g b l o o d . B u t I h a d a 
V i k i n g hea r t a n d a V i k i n g p r ide a n d I w o u l d n o t let m y f a t h e r d o t h i s t o m e , 
w h e t h e r he b e c h i e f t a i n , g o d , o r O d i n h i m s e l f ! 

It w a s t h e n , w h i l s t b r o o d i n g in o n e o f m y b l a c k e s t m o o d s , t h a t I d e c i d e d 
t o p r o v e to m y f a t h e r a n d kin t h a t I w a s a s b r a v e , if n o t m o r e s o t h a n t h e y . 
I w o u l d b e t h e b r a v e s t of w a r r i o r s a n d t h e wises t o f wise m e n a n d o n e d a y 
I w o u l d b e c o m e a c h i e f t a i n a n d h a v e m y o w n t r i b e t o r u l e . 1 l e ap t u p in t h a t 
m o m e n t o f i n s p i r a t i o n , m y d e p r e s s i o n t h r o w n o f f a s if a c l o a k , a n d I h u r r i e d 
t o G r o m o r , t h e W i s e . I respec ted h i m g r e a t l y a n d o f t e n c a m e to t a l k w i t h h i m 
fo r I k n e w h e u n d e r s t o o d a n d m a y b e e v e n l i ked m e . I t o ld h i m o f m y n e w ­
f o u n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d m y in ten t s , b u t he q u i c k l y t r i ed t o quel l m y e b u l l i e n c e , 
s a y i n g , 

" I t is all ve ry wel l h a v i n g the will t o want t o d o s o m e t h i n g , b u t y o u m u s t 
h a v e the will t o d o i t . " 

" D o y o u t o o , h a v e s o lit t le fa i th in m e ? H a s m y f a the r p o i s o n e d y o u r m i n d 
a l s o ? " 

" W e l l t h e n , te l l m e w h a t is y o u r o p i n i o n o f t h i s t r i b e ' s f u t u r e , for w i s d o m 
c a n n o t b e l e a r n t , o n l y d e v e l o p e d . It c o m e s f r o m w i t h i n y o u , s o s h o w m e y o u r 
w i s d o m if y o u h a v e a n y . " 

I t o ld h im h o w I felt t h a t fa ther w a s t r y i n g t o r e a p t o o m u c h w e a l t h f r o m 
t h e S o u t h e r n L a n d s a n d t h a t s o o n t h e y w o u l d r i se u p a n d w a r w o u l d b r e a k 
o u t . Bu t I felt t h a t u n l e s s w e c o u l d s e c u r e s o m e h e l p , w e w o u l d s t a n d l i t t l e 
c h a n c e o f s u c c e s s , a n d m o r e of b e i n g w i p e d c l e a n o u t o f M i d g a r d a n d i n t o 
O d i n ' s Ha l l a t V a l h a l l a p r e m a t u r e l y . 

" W e l l , y o u n g R a g n a r , you are o f a m a n ' s a g e a n d it s e e m s y o u h a v e a m a n ' s 
m i n d . Sure ly it w o u l d b e wise indeed t o c o u n s e l y o u r f a t h e r a n d g ive h i m y o u r 
o p i n i o n s , for y o u a p p e a r t o have t h o u g h t m u c h a n d heav i l y o n th i s s u b j e c t . " 

" D o y o u t h j n k h e w o u l d let m e get p a s t t h e w o r d " F a t h e r " w i t h o u t a b u s i n g 
m e in his u s u a l m a n n e r ? O f w h a t w o r t h is m y o p i n i o n t o a n y m a n ? 1 w o u l d 
r a t h e r b e in J o t u n h e i m w h e r e the g i a n t s l u r k , t h a n in m y f a t h e r ' s ha l l a t t h i s 
t i m e ! " 
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" T h e n y o u m u s t t r y t o h a v e w o r d s w i t h h i m , a n d I will s p e a k wel l o n y o u r 
b e h a l f w h e n nex t h e s u m m o n s m e . " 

" I t h a n k y o u , G r o m o r , b u t I f ea r it wil l d o l i t t l e g o o d . " 
A few d a y s l a t e r t h e s h i p s r e t u r n e d , l a d e n w i t h t r e a s u r e s a n d de l icac ies f r o m 

t h e s o u t h . T h r a s s i a n d M o e r i w i r e h a i l e d as h e r o e s a n d t h e r e w a s m u c h revel l ­
i n g a n d m e r r y b e h a v i o u r . B u t I w a s a p a r t y t o n o n e o f t h i s . M y f a t h e r h a d 
s p o k e n h a r d l y a w o r d t o m e s i n c e his r e t u r n , h e s e e m e d t o b e a s h a m e d t o b e 
n e a r m e , a n d th i s h u r t m e d e e p l y . 1 w a s b e g i n n i n g t o b r o o d a g a i n , m y p r e v i o u s 
h o p e s f a d i n g in t h i s n e w w a v e o f d e p r e s s i o n , w h e n a g r e a t s i lence fell u p o n 
t h e H a l l . I n t r i g u e d , I s l i p p e d i n s i d e t o h e a r t h e ve ry n e w s I h a d b e e n e x p e c t i n g 
. . . w e w e r e a t w a r w i t h t h e S o u t h e r n L a n d s , b u t , t h e C h i e f t a i n w a s s a y i n g , 
t h e y h a d f o u n d all ies a n d w e r e i n d e e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e f o r c e t o be r e c k o n e d w i t h . 
T h e y n o w h a d m o r e m e n t h a n u s a n d t h u s , m o r e s t r e n g t h ; it w o u l d t a k e a clever 
s t r a t e g y t o d e f e a t t h i s e n e m y . I h a d t h o u g h t o f t h i s h a r d a n d l o n g b e f o r e it 
e v e r c a m e i n t o f r u i t i o n a n d 1 h a d a f ee l ing t h a t m y s t r a t e g y w o u l d b e t h e o n l y 
o n e t h a t c o u l d win u s a v i c t o r y . 1 h a d d e v e l o p e d it f r o m a n o ld l egend a b o u t 
L o k i , t h e C r a f t y , w h e n h e w a s l iv ing w i t h t h e A e s i r in A s g a r d . It is l e n g t h y 
a n d c o m p l i c a t e d b u t bas i ca l ly t h e a t t a c k w a s t o b e in t h r e e w a v e s a t d i f f e r e n t 
p o i n t s a l o n g t h e c o a s t . T h e m a i n b o d y s h o u l d a r r i v e f i rs t , t h u s d r a w i n g t h e 
e n e m y o n t o t h e b e a c h . T h e o t h e r t w o s e c t i o n s s h o u l d l a n d s o m e l i t t le d i s t a n c e 
t o e i t h e r s ide o f t h e b a t t l e . T h e n t h e y s h o u l d m a r c h a r o u n d t h e m e n , a n d , t h u s 
e n c i r c l i n g t h e e n e m y a n d c l o s i n g in g r a d u a l l y , t h e y w o u l d win t h e v i c t o r y . I 
h a d d i s c u s s e d th i s w i t h G r o m o r b u t h e , b e i n g n o s t r a t eg i s t , a p p r o v e d 
u n c o m p r e h e n d i n g l y . 

I c o u l d n o t d e c i d e in m y m i n d w h e t h e r t o tell t h i s i dea t o m y f a t h e r . I felt 
h e w o u l d n e e d it, f o r , if it w o r k e d for L o k i , s u r e l y it w o u l d w o r k fo r u s , a n d 
y e t , if I d i d tell h i m , h e w o u l d p a y l i t t le a t t e n t i o n t o i t . I w a s t o r n b y i n d e c i s i o n 
w h e n I l o o k e d i n t o , t h e b l u e - b l a c k sky a n d p r a y e d t o O d i n a n d al l t h e A e s i r 
f o r a d v i c e : w h a t s h o u l d I d o ? A s I l o o k e d , a f l a m i n g s t a r c r o s s e d t h e sky a n d 
fell b e h i n d a c l o u d . I w a s a m a z e d . T h i s c o u l d o n l y b e a s ign f r o m T h o r , t e l l ing 
m e t h a t it w o u l d w o r k . I should te l l m y f a t h e r ! A n d s o I h a s t e n e d t o his r o o m 
t h a t n i g h t a n d t o m y s u r p r i s e , h e l i s t ened t o m e a n d w a s in a c c o r d w i t h 
e v e r y t h i n g I s a id . I t h i n k h e m u s t h a v e b e e n t ru ly d i s h e a r t e n e d by t h e m a g n i t u d e 
o f o u r e n e m y a n d m a y b e T h o r p u t w i s d o m in h i s e y e s fo r , t h u s it w a s , m y 
p l a n b e c a m e t h e t r i b e ' s p l a n . 

T h e m o r n i n g m i s t w a s h e a v y a n d g r e y b u t v i s ib i l i ty w a s n o t m a r r e d t o o 
g r e a t l y . F a t h e r h a d p e r m i t t e d m e t o h e l p h i m l ead t h e m a i n b o d y whi l s t T h r a s s i 
a n d M o e r i w o u l d l e a d t h e o t h e r t w o . I h a d t r a i n e d f r an t i ca l l y w i t h O la f , t h e 
m o s t expe r i enced , if a g e d , w a r r i o r o f o u r t r i be , a n d t o d a y w o u l d b e t h e c u l m i n a ­
t i o n o f m y e f f o r t s . T h o r he ld m y fa te n o w , fo r h e h a d f o r c e d m y h a n d a n d 
I k n e w n o t w h a t w a s t o c o m e . I r e m e m b e r l i t t l e o f t h e s t a r t o f (he b a t t l e , o n l y 
t h a t m y h e a r t s e e m e d t o b e a t w i t h m o r e v i g o u r a n d life t h a n a n y o t h e r p a r t 
o f m e . I r e m e m b e r s u d d e n l y s e e i n g t h a t w e w e r e in a c i rc le as h a d b e e n p l a n n e d , 
b u t t o o m a n y o f o u r h e l m e t s w e r e fa l l ing , a n d t o o m u c h o f o u r b l o o d w a s b e i n g 
s p i l t . I k i l l ed a n d k i l led t h a t d a y w i t h o u t fee l ing o r t h i n k i n g , un t i l I s a w m y 
f a t h e r s i n k i n g t o h i s k n e e s . T h e b l o o d w a s p u m p i n g f r o m his w o u n d , t h i c k 
b l o o d , p u r p l e b l o o d , n o b l e b l o o d . H i s f a c e w a s m a i m e d by his e f f o r t s t o c o n ­
t a i n h i s p a i n , a s h e g a s p e d : -

" I t is y o u , m y wise s o n , w h o m u s t w i n t h i s b a t t l e n o w , n o t I . 
F o r g i v e m e , R a g n a r , f o r g i v e m e . M a y w e m e e t o n e d a y in V a l h a l l a . " 

A n d t h u s h e fell , a c h i e f t a i n t o t h e l a s t . I s t o o d o v e r his b o d y a n d h a c k e d 
a t b o d i e s m i n d l e s s l y , t h e i r b l o o d s t a i n i n g m y c l o t h e s a n d s k i n , m y face f l u s h e d 
w i t h r a g e . B u t w e w e r e s l i p p i n g . T h e m e n w e r e t i r e d a n d n u m b , d e f e a t w a s 
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n i g h . I r a i s ed m y h a n d s t o A s g a r d , t h e r e w a s n a u g h t e l se 1 c o u l d d o , a n d 1 
c r i ed o u t , " O d i n , T h o r , y o u h a v e h e l p e d m e t h u s fa r , s h o w m e t h a t y o u a r e 
w i th u s ! Wi l l y o u let o u r de fea t b e y o u r s ? If y o u a r e a t r u e g o d , t h e n h e l p us 
n o w , O T h o r ! " 

A n d wi th a d e a f e n i n g r o a r , a n i m m e n s e ball o f fire c r a s h e d i n t o t h e s ea w h e r e 
o u r s h i p s l ay . I t h i n k m a n y m u s t h a v e h e a r d m y w o r d s fc* - t h e e n e m y fell t o 
t h e i r k n e e s , d r o p p e d t h e i r w e a p o s w i t h a c l a t t e r a n d b e g a n t o m o a n a n d p r a y 
l ike s u p e r s t i t i o u s w o m e n ! T h e n I h e a r d a g r e a t c h e e r a n d I w a s lifted u p b y 
T h r a s s i a n d M o e r i p r o c l a i m i n g m e a t r u e c h i e f t a i n a n d h e r o . B u t I c o u l d feel 
t h e w a r m t h s w e l l i n g u p a n d s eep ing o u t f r o m b e n e a t h m y h a n d a n d m i n e t o o 
w a s t h i c k , p u r p l e a n d n o b l e , j u s t a s m y f a t h e r ' s . A s I l o o k e d i n t o m y b r o t h e r s ' 
c o n c e r n e d eyes I w h i s p e r e d : 

" I t w a s as 1 ca l l ed t h e g o d s . It is T h o r ' s w i l l , " a n d a t r e m e n d o u s p a i n s w e p t 
o v e r m y b o d y a n d I k n e w n o m o r e . 

S o h e r e I sit in t h e H a l l o f V a l h a l l a , w h e r e I feas t e a c h d a y w i t h T h o r a n d 
m y f a t h e r , a n d I s e e m y b r o t h e r s r u l i n g t o g e t h e r , fa i r ly a n d j u s t l y , a n d I h e a r 
G r o m o r s i n g i n g s o n g s a b o u t o u r b a t t l e d o w n in M i d g a r d , t h e M i d d l e E a r t h , 
dwe l l i ng p l a c e o f m o r t a l m e n a n d I a m h a p p y . 

R u t h C u n l i f f e , U p p e r V B 

Katharine Bond Lower VA 
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A HOLIDAY OF A LIFETIME 

Until the last day of the holiday I could honestly have said that 1 had never 
enjoyed anything more than the two weeks that we spent in Sierra Leone. We 
spent days on the beach playing with the beach ball and swimming, then we 
would return to the hotel, get changed and find a restaurant for lunch. After­
wards we usually went sightseeing a round the rural parts of the country seeing 
how life differed from that in Nigeria. 

It was the afternoon before we were to go home and dad had just changed 
a great deal of money into travellers' cheques and Niara (the Nigerian currency). 
M u m ' s handbag was full, stuffed with passports, money, food, souvenirs and • 
we were on our way back to the hotel. We found a taxi which took us half 
the way, then we stopped for petrol. The taxi driver was fiddling with the exhaust 
but we did not really take it into account . We continued on our drive and we 
stopped once again in between a beach and some marshes. This time the taxi 
driver said that the exhaust was broken and that it would take some time to 
fix. Meanwhile we played on the beach, writing our names with long sticks. 
Out of the blue two black natives jumped behind my mother, stole the bursting 
handbag , then ran stealthily into the marsh and swamp land, followed bravely 
by my father. (After all, we did stand to lose a great deal through the loss of 
this handbag.) My mother stood shouting hysterically at us children to gather 
and told us, almost in tears, that our dad might even die in these marshes, for 
the men would know their way very well and we had all seen the long, fat knives 
which they had been carrying. After an awful quarter of an hour , my father 
came slowly out of the swamp, looking despairing. He had not caught the thieves 
but at least he-was alive. The taximan had done nothing to help. We all scorned 
him for this and stopped the next car coming in our direction. This took us 
all to the police station, where dad explained the situation to the sergeant there. 

After hours of a silent and boring wait, while the grown-ups were talking, 
we, at last, were driven back to the hotel. On our way out we saw the taxi driver 
being arrested and taken to prison for conspiring in the robbery. When we 
arrived at the hotel we were completely exhausted. We went to bed while dad 
thought up ways of explaining the situation to the hotel manager, a situation 
which was very desperate. We owed a lot of money to the hotel. 

The next day we woke up and who did we see as we went towards the recep­
tion desk? Our good friend, Mr. Morr is . What a coincidence! When we were 
in an hour of need, who should walk in but someone who could help. Dad 
talked to Mr. Morris , who lent us the money, as a good friend would, and 
by the same time the next day we were on an aeroplane going home. I can never 
forget how coincidental it was that our friend should happen to come to the 
same hotel, same town and same country . Without Mr. Morr is , I do not know 
what would have happened. We should probably still be washing dishes in the 
kitchen, eight years later, still trying to pay our bill! 

Emily Cornes , Upper VB 

BILL 

Most fanners in the close-knit district of Rhuthun kept their own bull, and , 
as a supreme cliche, they were all fondly named " B i l l " . During my mother ' s 
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c h i l d h o o d , a d o l e s c e n c e a n d e a r l y co l l ege life t h e g r e a t e s t fear ins t i l l ed in h e r 
w a s by t h e p i e r c i n g sc ream of he r m o t h e r : " B i l l ' s o u t ! " T h e f r an t i c w a r n i n g 
t h a t Bill had b r o k e n his cha ins w i t h s t o o d severa l g e n e r a t i o n s o f b u l l s . T h e bu l l s 
kep t a t P l a s T o w e r Br idge a l w a y s h a d t h e s a m e n a m e a n d u n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e 
s a m e v i c ious n a t u r e . 

In the p o s t - w a r d a y s of m y m o t h e r ' s c h i l d h o o d t h e bu l l s w e r e i n v a r i a b l y a l l 
F r i e s i ans in C l w y d . T h e y were ta l le r a n d m o r e g a u n t t h a n t h e h e a v i l y - c u r l e d , 
doc i l e C h a r o l a i s , w h i c h later d e v e l o p e d a n d w e r e f r e q u e n t l y a d o r n e d w i t h 
magn i f i c en t h o r n s ! T h e first Bill w h o d e v e l o p e d a s t r a n g e escap is t i n s t i n c t , in 
his ear ly y e a r s s e e m e d gra te fu l fo r t h e p r iv i l ege o f r e t a i n i n g his m a s c u l i n i t y 
a n d t o o k k i n d l y , o r to le ran t ly t o t h e c r u e l r ing t h r o u g h his n o s e a n d d i d n o t 
s e e m p e r t u r b e d t o w a t c h the c o w s loll o u t t o t h e m e a d o w s a f t e r m i l k i n g t i m e . 
It a p p e a r s t h a t h is des t ruct ive n a t u r e d e v e l o p e d with a g e . H e learn t , a f te r severa l 
yea r s o f b e i n g c h a i n e d t o a m e t a l p o l e , t h a t if h e t h r e w his h e a d v i o l e n t l y u p ­
w a r d s a n d t o o n e s i d e , the l ink o f t h e c h a i n s l ipped t h r o u g h t h e l o o p a n d h e 
w o u l d r o a m t h e c a t t l e s h e d , c l i n k i n g a n d r a t t l i n g his c h a i n s l ike a m a d g h o s t . 
T h i s w a s a c c e p t e d un t i l he d i s c o v e r e d t h a t h is p o w e r f u l s h o u l d e r s w h e n a p p l i e d 
forceful ly t o t h e sol id w o o d e n d o o r , w o u l d a b s o r b all s h o c k f r o m t h e i m p a c t 
a n d send t h e d o o r hu r t l i ng a n d s c r a p i n g a c r o s s the c o b b l e d y a r d . It w a s d e c i d e d 
t h a t Bill w o u l d b e safer in t h e field, un t i l h e rea l i sed t h a t by h o o k i n g t h e g a t e 
wi th his h o r n s a n d toss ing his h e a d b a c k w a r d s , h e w o u l d b e free o n c e m o r e . 
T h e ga te w o u l d t h u d hol lowly o n his n a r r o w r u m p a n d fall t o the g r o u n d b e h i n d 
h i m . 

Bill 's successor . Bill of cour se , d e v e l o p e d a n a lmos t h u m a n ha t r ed o f h u m a n s . 
H i s life b e g a n peace fu l ly a n d t h e t e r r o r s o f his s i r e f aded i n t o g r u e s o m e 
m e m o r i e s un t i l a p l ac id d a y in A u g u s t . N a i n a n d T a i d w e r e r e t u r n i n g h o m e 
f rom t o w n o n F r i d a y a n d to the i r h o r r o r , Bill w a s r a m p a g i n g r o u n d t h e y a r d , 
h is c h a i n s t r a i l i n g in t h e d u s t ! 

A s t h e ca r d r e w t o a hal t Bill t u r n e d t o a c k n o w l e d g e its a r r i va l a n d d i s m i s s e d 
it un t i l T a i d o p e n e d t h e d o o r t o c o a x h i m b a c k i n t o t h e s h i p p e n . T h e d o c i l e 
eyes b e c a m e c l e a r a n d b u l g e d , t h e l o n g b l a c k a n d w h i t e h e a d l o w e r e d a n d T a i d 
leapt i n to t h e ca r jus t a s the c rescent h o r n s c r a s h e d i n t o the d o o r . F o r t w o h o u r s 
Bill s h o o k a n d b u f f e t e d the c a r u n t i l t h e f a r m h a n d r e t u r n e d f r o m a d i s t a n t 
field a n d , a r m e d wi th a p i t c h f o r k , bu l l ied a n d t h r e a t e n e d Bill back t o his p r i s o n . 

T h e next e n c o u n t e r w a s a f t e r t h e h a r v e s t . T a i d w a s w a l k i n g a l o n e t h r o u g h 
a field a n d Bill l eap t the m a t t e d h a w t h o r n h e d g e t o c h a s e his c a p t o r a c r o s s 
t h e s h a r p s t u b b l e . T a i d sat o n t o p o f a s t o c k o f s t r a w un t i l t h e bu l l t i r e d o f 
r o c k i n g a n d t i p p i n g the u n s t e a d y s t a c k . 

Bill 's f a t e w a s finally d e c i d e d w h e n h i s p o g r o m s o n t h e h o u s e b e c a m e fre­
q u e n t . T h e last w a s a n e a r - f a t a l d i s a s t e r . M o t h e r w a s feed ing t h e h e n s w h e n 
Bill tossed t h e d o o r ove r his s h o u l d e r a n d p r a n c e d s t i l t ed ly i n t o t h e y a r d . M a m 
d r o p p e d t h e b u c k e t a n d r an t o t h e h o u s e , t h e s o u n d o f c loven h o o v e s c a r v i n g 
t h e t u r f in h e r w a k e . T h e b a c k d o o r w a s b o l t e d , b u t Bill , u n d e t e r r e d , r o a r e d 
a n d b lew g r e a t s n o r t s a t the f a m i l y t h r o u g h t h e w i n d o w . By m e a n s o f a s m a l l 
p a s s a g e h e c i r c l e d t h e h o u s e , o c c a s i o n a l l y t h r o w i n g his we igh t a t t h e w a l l s a n d 
h e a v i n g at t h e d o o r a n d w i n d o w s . 

O n F r i d a y t h e gave l s t ruck t h e b a r e b o a r d s a n d y e a r s o f p e r s e c u t i o n w e r e 
w a s h e d a w a y . M a m cou ld now walk h o m e f r o m s c h o o l w i t h o u t h o l d i n g h e r s e l f 
t au t a n d r e a d y t o r u n for sa fe ty . T h e r e w o u l d b e n o m o r e b r o k e n ribs a n d e s c o r ­
t ing Bills w i t h t w o s h a r p e n e d p i t c h f o r k s l ean ing th rea ten ing ly on p a t c h e d c h e e k s 
a n d j a w s ; n o m o r e unt i l t h e n e w Bill g r e w o u t o f h is gen t l e a d o l e s c e n c e a n d 
a d o p t e d a d a n g e r o u s ta lent a n d p l ay fu l ly t o s sed g a t e s o v e r h i s h e a d . . . 

R a c h e l W i l l i a m s U p p e r V N 
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The Performing Arts 

LIVER 
C h a r l e s D i c k e n s ' " O l i v e r T w i s t " m u s t 
s u r e l y b e o n e o f t h e g r ea t p o p u l a r w o r k s 
o f a r t o f all t i m e ; its r e f o r m i s t a n d c o m ­
p a s s i o n a t e a u t h o r r evea led V i c t o r i a n life 
a s o n e o f m i s e r y , o f d o w n - a n d - o u t s , o f 
p o o r p e o p l e ' s h o s p i t a l s a n d c r i m i n a l s ' 
d e n s . T h e n o v e l h a s p r o v i d e d e n t e r t a i n ­
m e n t fo r s t a g e a n d s c r een a n d " O l i v e r " , 

t h e m u s i c a l a d a p t a t i o n by L i o n e l B a r t , w i th its m e m o r a b l e s o n g s , lively t e m p o , 
i ts s o m b r e a n d s e r i o u s a s wel l a s its c o l o u r f u l a n d h igh ly e n t e r t a i n i n g s c e n e s , 
w a s j a n a m b i t i o u s u n d e r t a k i n g b y a c a s t m a d e u p e n t i r e l y o f g i r l s . T h e Q u e e n ' s 
S c h o o l r o s e to t h e c h a l l e n g e a d m i r a b l y a n d g a v e m u c h p l e a s u r e to a n 
a p p r e c i a t i v e a u d i e n c e o n t h r e e s u c c e s s i v e e v e n i n g s . T h e s ing ing w a s exce l l en t , 
t h e a c t i n g t h o u g h t f u l a n d c o n v i n c i n g w i t h wel l m a s t e r e d c o c k n e y a c c e n t s f r o m 
s o m e o f t h e c h a r a c t e r s ; s t a g e m o v e m e n t w a s v e r y ef fec t ive a n d ef f ic ient w h i l e 
t h e v a r i e d , c o l o u r f u l c o s t u m e s c r e a t e d a n a u t h e n t i c a t m o s p h e r e . 

T h e m a i n ro le o f O l i v e r , t h e o r p h a n 
b o y f a l l en a m o n g th ieves b u t b e h a v i n g 
w i t h g r e a t gen t i l i t y , w a s p l a y e d b y K a t i e 
H a s t i e w h o c h a r m e d t h e a u d i e n c e w i t h 
he r a p p e a l i n g i n n o c e n c e . S h e s a n g feel­
ingly a n d i n t e r p r e t e d her p a r t s ens i t i ve ly , 
c r e a t i n g t h e a w a r e n e s s o f a s y s t e m w h i c h 
c rue l ly e x p l o i t e d t h e p o o r , t h e y o u n g a n d 
t h e i g n o r a n t a n d w h i c h w a s itself f o u g h t 
b y evil a n d b r u t a l p e o p l e . K a t i e is t o b e 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d o n he r t o u c h i n g p e r f o r ­
m a n c e . D e m a n d i n g ro l e s a r e t h o s e o f 
F a g i n , Bill S ikes a n d N a n c y . J e n n y 
W r i g h t g a v e a n i m p r e s s i v e p e r f o r m a n c e 
a s F a g i n , t h e wily, miser ly exp lo i t e r o f t h e 
y o u n g a n d p o o r . H e r s i n g i n g , h e r 
c h a r a c t e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a n d he r s u p e r b l y 
expres s ive u s e of face a n d h a n d s w h i l e s h e 
s a n g c r e a t e d a n i m p r e s s i o n o f r e m a r k a b l e 
c o n f i d e n c e . Bill S ikes p r e s e n t s a n a l m o s t 
i m p o s s i b l e t a sk fo r a g i r l ; h is First a p ­
p e a r a n c e a t t h e " T h r e e C r i p p l e s " c o w e r s 

t h e d r u n k e n reve l le r s i n t o i m m e d i a t e a n d r ea l f ea r o f h i m . J a n e A s t o n , s i n g i n g 
a n d a c t i n g c o n f i d e n t l y , b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y m e n a c i n g un t i l she e x e c u t e d t h e 
k i l l ing o f N a n c y m o s t e f fec t ive ly . Les ley S e a l e y , p l a y i n g N a n c y , w a s o b v i o u s l y 
" a t h o m e " o n s t age a n d used h e r s i n g i n g a n d a c t i n g e x p e r i e n c e t o g o o d e f fec t . 
T h e r o l e w a s a g a i n sens i t ive ly i n t e r p r e t e d p a r t i c u l a r l y he r b e t r a y a l o f t h e g a n g 
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and her protection of young Oliver. J o 
Sealey, possessing the same vocal and act­
ing talents as her sister, also displayed her 
stage experience and created a lively and 
amusing Artful Dodger. Other creditable 
performances were given by Joanne 
Woodward in the difficult role of Mr. 
Bumble, Tessa Warwick as Bet, Julia 
Kolbusz as Mr. Brown low, Rosemary Gill 
as Mr. Sowerberry and Jane Hainsworth 
was an effective foil at Mrs Sowerberry. 
Ruth Cunliffeas Dr. Grimwig, Samantha 
Bestwick as Noah Claypole, Karen 
Stewart as Charlot te and other minor 
characters contributed usefully to the suc­
cess of the show. 

The chorus work in a musical is vitally important as it sustains the story and 
supports the individual characters. This chorus was very precisely trained and 
sang delightfully with a welcome clarity of diction. The opening chorus in the 
workhouse with its strains of " F o o d , food . . . " was an early indication of 
the high standard of singing we were to enjoy throughout . The girls' facial 
expressions helped to convey their hunger and desperate anticipation of their 
meagre allowance though, happily, their looks and energy belied the state of 
deprivation which lead to Oliver's request for " m o r e " ! There were precise and 
polished movements in the "Three Cripples" and in Fagin's den where the young 
criminals showed their style. 1 am certain that "Ol iver" will lead to many more 
musicals and, with these future performances in mind, 1 would like to suggest 
that the chorus tries to become more fully involved in the action; I felt that 
the rough and rowdy customers of the tavern could have displayed a more coarse 
and less inhibited sense of fun while the " d e n " boys, with their immaculate 
rags and gleaming hair, were maybe rather " re f ined" rascals! The London 
backcloth provided an authentic background for the street scenes. Natalie West 
sang delightfully as the rose-seller; she, the strawberry sellers, the milkmaids and 
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organ grinders made a very clear, tuneful vocal contribution but perhaps the 
street should have had more life and bustle. 

The audience response was one of loud applause and obvious appreciation 
of this most successful venture brought about by the collaboration of the en­
tire cast, the orchestra and the full production team. As usual, "helping hands" 
are too numerous to name individually but congratulations must be extended 
to Kathar ine Dewhurst, musical director, to Ruth Callaway who directed the 
acting, to Claire Fowles as choreographer, to Sue Nightingale and Fiona Brett 
who were responsible for the sets and scenery and to Tina Quail whose respon­
sibility was costumes for the large cast. I believe that "Ol iver" was the school's 
first "go- i t -a lone" full musical product ion; having set the precedent so suc­
cessfully, it should now look forward to establishing the new " t r a d i t i o n " ! 

Dilys M . Carter 

The Other Side of the Curtain 
It was six o'clock on Thursday , 19th March, the first night of " O l i v e r " and 
the culminat ion of all our efforts. The cast was trickling in, nervous and ex­
cited, t rooping up the stairs to the Lower Sixth common room where costumes 
in carrier bags and school uniform were strewn all over the floor and sundry 
hairbrushes and magazines decorated the tables and cupboards . 

Once we were in costume, everything was more real. Here we all were, dressed 
in long dresses or knickerbockers, hair scraped back into French pleats. The 
faint smell of greasepaint had already infiltrated the common room, giving it 
a distinctly theatrical feeling, and the First few workhouse boys, hitching red-
striped tops on their shoulders, were being made up , orangey complexions and 
black streaks covering their everyday faces. Quickly, dirty cups amassed in the 
common room and dining room, " b o y s " in black knickerbockers showered 
watches and chains on Mrs Jones, whilst the little c loakroom at the top of the 
stairs became crammed full of girls brushing dishevelled hair under flat caps. 
Last minute panics about lost shoes followed, Mr. Bumble searched for his 
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m a c e a n d M r s F o w l e s issued her last i n s t r u c t i o n : " J u s t s o c k it t o t h e m ! " b e f o r e 
h u r r y i n g d o w n s t a i r s . T h e n we t o o w e r e t i p t o e i n g d o w n , s i len t ly c r e e p i n g i n t o 
t h e wings . T h e first famil iar ba r s o f t h e o v e r t u r e w e r e h e a r d , s o u n d i n g v a g u e l y 
d i f fe ren t p l a y e d b y t h e visit ing o r c h e s t r a t o w h i c h w e w e r e u n a c c u s t o m e d . T h e 
a u d i e n c e h a d fa l l en s i lent a n d t h e a i r o f e x p e c t a t i o n g r e w u n t i l , s i x t een b a r s 
l a t e r , t h e First s a d - f a c e d w o r k h o u s e b o y h a d w a l k e d o n t o t h e S tage . T h e s h o w 
w a s o n . 

T h e a u d i e n c e ' s presence s o m e h o w s h a r p e n e d t h e w h o l e p e r f o r m a n c e yet , o n c e 
o n s t age , w e h a r d l y no t i ced t h e m e x c e p t a s a s ea o f f aces . H o w q u i c k l y t h e 
scenes s e e m e d t o g o b y , t a k i n g o n a n e w a s p e c t w i t h t h e o r c h e s t r a ' s p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l p l a y i n g a c c o m p a n y i n g t h e s o n g s w h i c h w e r e d e l i v e r e d w i th n e w v i g o u r . 

All t o o s o o n it w a s over , the finale c o m p l e t e d for t h e l a s t t i m e . T h e a u d i e n c e 
c l a p p e d for c u r t a i n a f t e r c u r t a i n u n t i l w e s a n g t h e e n c o r e a g a i n . B o u q u e t s w e r e 
f e t ched f r o m t h e w i n g s a n d h o m a g e w a s p a y e d t o t h e s u r p r i s e d d i r e c t o r s : M r s 
D e w h u r s t w a s s m i l i n g happ i ly w i t h t h e o r c h e s t r a , M r s F o w l e s c a m e o n f r o m 
t h e w i n g s g r i n n i n g f r o m ea r to e a r , a n d M i s s C a l l a w a y . . . W h e r e w a s M i s s 
C a l l a w a y ? T h e a u d i e n c e l a u g h e d a n d t h e ca s t s t a m p e d , b u t it d id n o t m a t t e r , 
s h e go t t h e f l o w e r s la te r . T h e final b o w s w e r e t a k e n a n d t h e red c u r t a i n s c lo sed 
fo r the last t i m e . 

T h e p a r t y w a s t h e e n d of it a l l . R i o t o u s l y h a p p y , w e c o n s u m e d v a s t q u a n ­
t i t ies o f l e m o n a d e a n d cr isps a n d c h a t t e r e d no i s i ly , e l a t e d a t o u r s u c c e s s a n d 
f l u s h e d wi th p l e a s u r e . Staff m i n g l e d w i t h ca s t in t h e w a r m c o m m o n r o o m a n d 
t o o s o o n it w a s e l even o ' c lock — t i m e t o g o . O n e b y o n e w e left , r e l u c t a n t , 
e x h a u s t e d b u t j u b i l a n t . Only the l i p s t i ck - smeared m i r r o r s a n d c r i sp - s t rewn f loors 
r e m a i n e d as e v i d e n c e o f t h ree t r i u m p h a n t , g l o r i o u s n i g h t s . 

C h a r l o t t e H o b s o n U p p e r I V F 

Upper Sixth Pantomime 
A s t h e e n d o f t h e A u t u m n T e r m a p p r o a c h e d , t h e t h o u g h t s of t h e U p p e r S i x t h 
t u r n e d t o t h e a n n u a l C h r i s t m a s p a n t o m i m e , i n s p i r e d , w r i t t e n , a d a p t e d , a c t e d , 
d i r e c t e d , p r o d u c e d a n d cried o v e r b y t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e y e a r in a las t v a i n 
a t t e m p t t o l e a v e o u r m a r k o n T h e Q u e e n ' s S c h o o l , C h e s t e r . 

In t r a d i t i o n a l s ty le , p r e p a r a t i o n s w e r e left un t i l t h e last poss ib le m o m e n t w h e n 
t h e p r o d u c e r s , r ea l i s i ng tha t t h e i m p e n d i n g d a t e c o u l d n o t b e a v o i d e d , f r a n ­
t i ca l ly b e g a n s e a r c h i n g for " d i v i n e i n s p i r a t i o n " . S u s a n J o h n s o n p r o v e d t o b e 
o u r b u d d i n g B e r n a r d S h a w , p r o v i d i n g t h e ca s t w i t h t h e b a s i c i dea f o r t h e p a n ­
t o m i m e . T h e g r e a t e s t d i f f icul ty f a c i n g t h o s e i n v o l v e d w a s t h e c o - o r d i n a t i o n 
o f p r a c t i c e t i m e s a n d ac t resses . O b v i o u s l y , o n e w i t h o u t t h e o t h e r d o e s n o t l e a d 
t o s t a r t l i n g s u c c e s s ( a s w e d i s c o v e r e d t o o u r c o s t ) . H o w e v e r , t h e S i x t h F o r m 
g e n i u s for l a s t m i n u t e p r e p a r a t i o n s ( p e r f e c t e d b y s e v e n y e a r s o f " t h e n i g h t 
b e f o r e " e x a m t e c h n i q u e ) e n s u r e d t h a t t h e p r o d u c t i o n d i d n o t c o l l a p s e . T h e 
ca s t is d e e p l y i n d e b t e d to T h o m a s t h e T a n k E n g i n e w h o n o t o n l y p r o v i d e d t h e 
m u s i c for s c e n e r y sh i f t ing bu t a l so l ivened u p o u r e v e n i n g r ehea r s a l s . W e w o u l d 
a l s o l ike t o t h a n k F a t h e r C h r i s t m a s , t h e F a i r y a n d R u d o l p h fo r a p p e a r i n g a t 
w h a t m u s t h a v e b e e n a very b u s y t i m e fo r t h e m . 

D e s p i t e a l l t h e dif f icul t ies w e e n c o u n t e r e d in p r o d u c i n g t h e p a n t o m i m e , t h e 
U p p e r S ix th a l l t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y e d p a r t i c i p a t i n g a s it w a s o u r last o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o w o r k t o g e t h e r a s a yea r . T h e U p p e r S ix th w o u l d a l s o l ike t o t h a n k al l t h o s e 
w h o h e l p e d u s t o m a k e t h e p r o d u c t i o n a s u c c e s s , w h o o p e n e d d o o r s , p r o v i d e d 
c o s t u m e s , h e l p e d t o c lea r u p a n d g e n e r a l l y e n c o u r a g e d u s w h e n t h i n g s b e c a m e 
d i f f i cu l t . 

U p p e r S ix th P a n t o m i m e P r o d u c e r s 
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From the Poets 
BROWN 

Brown is a versatile colour with many different shades, 
Starting from bitter chocolate, from dark to light it fades. 
So many different shades of brown, copper, beige and tan. 
Brown is cool and welcoming, when in a Heine-can. 

Brown is the colour that man uses most, 
Brown is the tea and hot buttered toast, 
Brown is the gravy, the beef and the steak, 
Brown is the rum in the Christmas cake. 

Annemarie Mitchell, Remove H 

THE BAKER 

A cloud of white puffs up, 
She turns the mixture, slapping, 
Thumping it on the bench. 
Her sleeves are rolled up, 

Her face has a floury streak, 
Remaining from her exasperated 
Wipe across her brow. 
She is up to her elbows in flour dust. 

Another batch on the table, 
Another, freshly rolled, in the oven, 
Soon to emerge, crisp and golden. 
A greying wisp strays from her cap. 

Fluffs of cream and shakes of powdery sugar 
Top the jam tarts, like a covering of snow 
On a pool of strawberry ice. A layer of 
Delicious lemon tops the delicately 
Light flaky pastry — her speciality. 

Catherine G o y , Lower VS 
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PRE-MED 

Lying in crisp, white starched sheets, 
Each visitor is eyed with apprehension and terror, 
Finally one stops at the bed, 
Superficially smiling, speaking words of reassurance 
That mean nothing. 

Capped and gowned, an alien from another world, 
His boots squeaking on the ice-rink floor. 
Meaningless questions answered 
Signalling the arrival of a ride to oblivion. 

A prick, then seconds pass 
Reality and unreality become entwined, 
Empty words echo round the brain 
Then darkness and insensibility. 

Vicki Conner ty , Lower I V P 

THE VISITOR 

She has entered. 
The waft of perfume floats across the ward, 
Her high heels sharply click against the tiled floor. 
Her fur coat and sleek black handbag under her arm. 
She turns to the hospital bed and sits on the metal chair 
Flicking her slender leg over her knee. 
The recoiling patient is helpless. 
Her handbag opens to reveal the brown bag with the huge 
juicy grapes inside. 

Her endless chatter, 
An empty conversation and then an awkward silence. 
He is content to listen, not offering any replies. 
Her sharp, red nails pass over his hot forehead once more. 
How much longer can he lie there without a protest? 

Visiting time is over. 
She plants her huge red lips on his pale cheek; 
The black handbag snaps shut again and she rises to leave 
She prances out in her artificial clothes. 
It is over but she has left her mark. 

Fiona Westcot t , Lower I V P 
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FIVER'S VISION 
(based on 'Watership Down') 

The sweet smell of grass and of dandelions 
And then . . . changes; 
The smell of creosote and paint! 
It comes from the field 
The field of danger! 
Scarlet blood drips and flows, 
Through the grass it comes . . . 
// slows down, then it wavers 
And stops on the edge of the warren, 
One shining drop comes forward and trickles away into the 
grass. 

A warm, safe burrow, 
Then, a kicking scrabbling rabbit, 
A vision of a deep, gushing stream 
And rabbits, bucks and does 
On a raft — 
The raft that is horror. 
White, shiny, perfectly shaped bones 
And sharp silvery wire. 
There is a command — swim, swim! 

•Rabbits frantically tumble here and there 
And a special friend floats away into the darkness. 

The thin cold grip of wire, 
A squeal of terror, 
The wire tightens 
The rabbits kick frantically 
For it is caught, caught in the snare of danger. 
He is reassured but heaves a sigh of anguish. 
A fortunate sensible few will leave 
But the others will stay, 
stay to face the danger, 
Blinded by their own good fortune. 

Rebecca Gambrell, Lower IVP 
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LOVE AND LIFE AND DEATH AND PAIN 

Love and life and death and pain 
Come knocking on my door 
And when I looked into their eyes 
I looked again no more. 

Their faceless faces were lit with shadows, 
Their eyes were dark with flame, 
And in those eyes I saw myself 
My Love, my Life, my Death and Pain. 

Love took my hand and held my soul, 
Took my heart and held my brain 
He promised me, singing, a life of joy, 
But behind, shadowed, hid the Pain. 

Then out leapt Pain, devouring Love, 
And clawed at my heart with a violent hand 
With a ghastly cackle tore it in two 
And the passion drained out of the weeping wound. 

Then up stepped Life, with his gift of Hope 
Saying 'Do not fear, I am still at your side' 
But in his wake walked the dark-eyed Death; 
He embraced me, smiled, and I died. 

Kirsten Foster, Lower VA 

Christine Towndrow Upper IVF 



THE SPOILS OF WAR 

Time had not faded 
That impish grin, 
Nor extinguished the tight 
Of those twinkling eyes. 
Time could not spoil 
Those elated features 
Nor quench 
That spring of life, 
For all were preserved 
In one old photograph 
Which forever suspended 
That moment in time, 
In the life of a boy, 
Unspoiled by poverty, 
Unspoiled by hardship. 
No bashful boy this, 
Who, with audacious pride, 
Raised his head to pose, 
Wavy brown hair neatly oiled, 
Cap set at rakish angle. 
His face was genial, 
Handsome, carefree, 
His brown eyes kind, 
Shining and bright, 
Cascading into a grin, so broad, 
Exuberant with life. 

But then came the war, 
Harshly, relentlessly, 
Leaving non untouched. 
Gone was the humour 
From those eyes, 
Now austere and cold, 
Emptily staring 

From gaunt and hollow, 
Skull-like face, 
Lips firmly pursed, 
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Whilst former laughter wrinkles 
Clung stubbornly, mockingly 
Beside mouth and eyes. 
The war was won, 
But he, a victim of its clutches, 
Had sadly lost. 

Moensie Rossier, Upper IVF 

PICTURE WITH LIFE 

A beautiful picture, 
Portraying a scene; 
Ninety nine maidens 
AU sweet and serene. 
Their shoes are pink satin 
Their dresses, white lace 
And no one has seen 
Such a wonderful place. 
The trees hang with diamonds 
The grass is of gold. 
Many a tale 
Of this place has been told. 

The moon is now shining 
The lights have gone out, 
The room is in darkness 
There is no one about. 
Ninety nine ladies 
Dance onto the floor, 
The picture is empty 
A space on the wall. 
The whisper of music 
The patter of feet 
But the dancers are weeping 
Their group incomplete. 

A creak of the door, 
A young girl comes in 
She understands nothing 
Of what is within. 
The dancers are quiet 
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But smiling with glee, 
A hundred young ladies 
Tonight there will be. 

The maidens surround her 
With scarves she is tied; 
She is gasping with fear 
And her eyes open wide. 
She drinks from their goblets 
And laughs at their dance, 
Her lips, they are smiling, 
Her mind in a trance. 

Gently they lead her 
Into the frame, 
Morning is coming, 
Sun's rising again. 
A beautiful picture 
Portraying a scene 
A hundred young ladies 
All sweet and serene. 

Nicola Collins, Lower VA 

BUZZARD 

Long slow flaps of broad wings; span 
three feet in length, 

Quartering the grassland in search of prey. 
Effortless power, graceful hidden strength 
Although never aimless, almost lazy. 

Upper body encased in dark brown plumage, 
Front deep chested; pale with dark bars and streaks. 
Sharp eye staring; twisted foul beak 

— noble head. 
Bony, slender talons, murdering feet. 

Wings, now angled against high resisting wind 
One swift move, and plunges toward the ground. 
Precision-absolute, talons meet the flesh 
Triumphant, upward sailing, captive found. 
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Hawk, hunger satisfied, regains his lair; 
Cold-hearted buzzard, lord of the air. 

Lindsay Stent, Lower VA 

FARMER'S TOIL 

His hands gripped tightly to the plough, * 
His knuckles white, skin rough as bark, 
And droplets formed upon his brow, 
As he made furrows in the dark. 

His feet were heavy as the soil 
That churned beneath each spinning blade, 
Saliva viscous, just tike oil, 
His grimace hidden by the shade. 

He pushed the clumsy wooden frame 
Across the field with all his might, 
And as the sun rose tike a flame, 
Continued in the morning light. 

His rasping breath came quicker still 
And seemed to graze his throat like stone, 
His strength was sapped and weak his will, 
And yet he carried on alone. 

The sun now central in the sky, 
The farmer's arms rose like a shield, 
And he surveyed with weary eye, 
His newly corrugated field. 

Sharon Ellis, Lower VS 

GERIATRIC WARD 

Spartan antiseptic distillery; 
A place to die. 
False sympathy from the visitor 
Seen in so many ways 
On Mondays and Thursdays, the visiting days. 
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Ward upon ward of eighty-year-old men 
Share the common complaints of growing old. 
One mumbles 'thyroid', another his 'veins'; 
Surrounded by horrific furniture of uniformity 
Patients blend as one, individuality hard to see. 

Not too dead, though, to complain 
About the poor ruffled nurse, 
Fascist and bullying in their senility, 
Hating the system that put them there; 
Maybe it's sadder when they no longer care. 

Margaret Pa t ten , Lower VA 

A SUFFOLK AFTERNOON 

The sparkling water shimmered with the heat 
The surface flecked with diamonds; 
No wind stirred the rushes 
Or the air around me, filled with scent of meadowsweet. 

The heron 'stood motionless 
As made of stone 
The river water made silent progress 

1 Up the oozing mud, as the tide crept in, 
And the bees went about their business 
In the poppy clumps, and droned. 

Suddenly, a dragon prow cut through 
The diamond flecked water; 
A deck of muffled oars . Q m U m A d d i s o f j 

A line of burning bronze shields 
Swiftly gliding up the flooding tide " N \ \ Upper IVB 
Bearing the chieftain to his funeral pyre 
A flash of horned helmets — 
But all was gone 
With the thunder of American bombers overhead. 

Tabi tha Fairley, Lower VA 
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Here and There 

Rachel Evanson Upper IVB 

Skiing Holiday — Chateau d'Oex 
W c l a n d e d in G e n e v a a m i d s n o w a n d ice a n d , a few h o u r s l a t e r t h a n e x p e c t e d , 
w e finally a r r ived at t h e S w i s s hotel , " R o c et N e i g e " , o u r h o m e for seven d a y s . 
T h e next m o r n i n g w e co l l e c t ed o u r skis a n d met o u r ski i n s t r u c t o r s . T h e p r o ­
m i s e d h u n k y t eache r s w e r e non-ex is ten t ; they w e r e all w o m e n ! F o r u s , a s beg in ­
n e r s , t h e first m o r n i n g w a s par t icular ly diff icul t . After m a n y d i s a s t r o u s a t t e m p t s 
a t s t a y i n g o n the l ift , o u r g r o u p r e a c h e d t h e t o p o f t h e n u r s e r y s l o p e a n d s k i e d , 
o r r a t h e r sl id, to t h e f o o t o f the inc l ine . W e w e r e m o v i n g t h r o u g h t h e l a r g e 
f l akes o f s n o w w h i c h fell heavily f r o m t h e g rey s k y . T o o u r a m a z e m e n t t h e 
i n s t r u c t o r p r a i s ed u s a n d p r o m i s e d a " b l u e " r u n t h e nex t d a y . A s t h e w e e k 
c o n t i n u e d we f o u n d o u r s e l v e s i m p r o v i n g . W e h a d m a n a g e d t h e " b l u e " s l o p e 
in a m a t t e r o f m i n u t e s a n d even t h e " b l a c k " r u n by t h e e n d of t h e w e e k . 

M o s t o f us will a g r e e t h a t t h e scenery w a s ve ry i m p r e s s i v e , e spec ia l ly w h e n t u c 
s u n c a m e o u t ! W e a l s o a g r e e tha t t h e h o t e l w a s f a n t a s t i c w i th a v e r y we l l -
o r g a n i s e d night l i fe . W e m a d e f r iends w i th m e m b e r s o f t h e b o y s ' s c h o o l w h o 
w e r e a l so s taying a t t h e h o t e l . W e spent even ings s k a t i n g , a t t h e d i s c o , w a t c h i n g 
f i lms o r en joy ing a R a c l e t t e e v e n i n g . ( E v e n if t h e m e l t e d c h e e s e q u i c k l y c o o l e d 
t o a r u b b e r f r i s b e e ! ) . 

T h e w h o l e w e e k h a d b e e n e n j o y a b l e , t h e s k i i n g g r ea t a n d t h e h o t e l pe r f ec t 
( a l t h o u g h the f o o d de f in i t e l y was n o t ! ) . T h e s taf f c o p e d cheer fu l ly w i t h S a r a h ' s 
c u t n o s e , C a r o l i n e ' s b r o k e n leg a n d M i c h e l l e ' s eye ( t h e o n l y in jur ies ) a n d m a d e 
s u r e t h a t the h o l i d a y w a s a success . W e w o u l d l ike t o t h a n k M r . a n d M r s 
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