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The Governing Body and Staff of the Queen’s School
1954,

Patroness:

Governors:
Chairman—The Venerable The Archdeacon of Chester.
Deputy-Chairman—Mrs. M. C. C. Evans, B.Se.

Ex-officio—
The Right Reverend The Lord Bishop of Chester.
Representative:

T. H. Bate, Esq. Mius. J. G. Kellett
Mrs. T. H. Bate Lt.-Col. J. T. Leese
J. Crogan, Esq. G. S. Limbert, Esq.
J. O. P. Griffiths, Esq. Miss B. Nield
J. H. Godwin, Esq. Dr. D. R. Owen
Miss S. E. Hewitt, J.P. Alderman C. Sconce
L. J. Holland, Esq. H. W. Talbott, Esq.
J. E. Jones, Esq.

Co-optative:
Mrs. Geoffrey Wood Mrs. L. F. Harvey

Clerk to the Governors: F. Hack, Esq., F.C.A.
Head Mistress: Miss E. N. MacLean, M.4., Oxon.
Staff:

Miss C. W. Ayrton, A.R.C.M., London.
Miss C. Baxter, Bedford Physical Training College.
Miss S. M. Eaton, M.A., Eng. Hons., Oxon.
Miss E. M. Edwards, B.Sc., Maths. Hons., Manchester.
Miss M. Gray, M.A., French Hons., Liverpool.
Miss M. M. Hicks, M.A., Eng. Hons., Oxon.
Miss J. Jones, B.Sc., Wales, University College.
Miss A. Keates, 4.R.C.4., London.
Mrs. Clwyd Jones, Domestic Science, Liverpool.
Mrs. S. Millman, B.Se., Leeds University.
Miss M. Morris, Manchester University Teachers' Certificate.
Miss F. Osborn, B.Sec., General Hons., Reading.
Miss S. R. Pope, M.A., Latin Hons., Liverpool.
Mrs. M. M. Porter, M.A., Mod. Languages Hons., Glasgow University.
Miss M. Reynolds, B.Sc., Nat. Sci. Hons., Wales, University College.
Miss E. C. M. Rountree, B.4., Mod. Languages Hons., Oxon.
Miss R. H. M.. Standeven, B.A., Philosophy, Politics and Economics

Hons., Oxon.
Miss J. V. Tolliday, B.A., Durham University.
Miss S. R. Trubshaw, B.A., History Hons., London.
Miss G. M. Whittam, 4.R.M.C.M., Manchester.

The Junior School at Nedham House.
Miss J. 1. Maggs, National Froebel Foundation.
Miss J. B. Foster, National Froebel Foundation.
Miss A. Gurney, Homerton College.
Miss K. J. Hall, Homerton Training College, Cambridge.
Mrs. P. Hilton, B.A., Liverpool, National Froebel Foundation.
Mrs. B. Wilkinson, Whitelands College.

The Kindergarten and Preparatory Departments.
Miss N. C. Foulkes, National Froebel Foundation.
Miss A. A. Joseph, National Froebel Foundation.
Miss A. Bottomley, National Froebel Foundation.
Miss O. Smith, National Froebel Foundation.
Mrs. M. Winskill, National Froebel Foundation.
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Miss C. W. Ayrton, C.M., ondon.

Mrs. E. Chambers, L.R.A.M., L.T.C.L.

Miss L. M. Clarke, 4. R.M.C .M., Manchester.

Miss B. Newman, 4. R.M.C.M., Manchester.

Miss G. M. Whmam A.RM.C.M., L.R.AM., Manchester.

Vielin—Mr. Gerhardt Drechsler.
Housekeeper—Miss M. Christopherson.
Secretary—Miss J. F. Goodchild.

Those in Authority, 1953-54.
Prefects:
Head Girl: Diana Greenhalgh.
Deputy Head Girl: Valerie Williams.

Pianoforte—Miss K. Arrowsmith, A.R.M.C.M., Manchester.
R.C.M.

Janet Dobson Hilary Muirhead
Freda Gill Anne Myres
Patricia Lidbury Jennifer Ray
Stroma Macdonald Marian Turnell
Cynthia Moulds Brenda Wheeldon
Angela Mullock Marina Williamson
Heads of Houses:
Hastings: Sandford:
Janet Dobson Marina Williamson
Thompson : Westminster:
Cynthia Moulds Jennifer Ray
Tennis Captain (1953): Maureen Challinor FVice: Shirley Harkness
Tennis Captain (1954): Janet Dobson Viee: Jean Sackett
Hockey Captain: ,, Janet Dobson. Vice: Diana Greenhalgh
Lacrosse Captain: ,, Janet Dobson, Vice: Ann Harkness

Reference Library:
Assistant Librarians: Jennifer Ray and Patricia Lidbury,
Fiction Library:
Assistant Librarians: Valerie Llywelyn-Jones, Naomi Wentworth and

Jennifer Williams.

Charities Committee:

Secretary: Freda Gill.
Literary Society:

Chairman: Diana Greenhalgh. Secretary: Stroma Macdonald.
Virgil Society:
Chairman: Diana Greenhalgh. Secretary: Valerie Williams.
Le Cercle Frangais
Chairman: Diana Greenhalgh. Secretary: Valerie Williams.
Science Soctety:
Chairman: Cynthia Moulds. Secretary: Brenda Wheeldon.

Historical Society:
Secretaries: Carol Derbyshire and Gaynor Wentworth.

Country Dancing Club:
Chairman: Stroma Macdonald.

Stamp Club:

Chairman: Shirley Hayes. Secretary: Margaret Allen.
Musie Society:

Chairman: Angela Mullock. Secretary: Marian Turnell.

Inter Schools’ Religious Discussion Group:
Secretary: Mary Garnett,
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FOREWORD.

We welcomed Miss Eaton and Miss Briscoe (now Mrs. Millman)
in September, to fill the vacancies left by Miss Ames’ departure to
teach in a C.M.S. school in Nigeria and Miss Gee's retirement. We
were sorry that Mrs. Jones had to leave at Christmas.

All members of the school will be sad to learn that further losses
threaten us. It is hard to believe that Miss Ayrton, whose whole life
has been so closely linked with The Queen’s School, seriously
proposes to start a new life elsewhere. The only person who, it is
said, can accurately name any former pupil at sight, she has already
established her legend. It is not only her piano pupils but genera-
tions of young needlewomen who, while trying to measure up to
her exacting standards, first learnt to recognise quality and good
taste. Miss Whittam, whose infectious enthusiasm has aroused to
life many a moribund musical talent, is leaving at the same time.
Countless girls who have worked under her in the voluntary choirs
will owe to her a lifelong interest. To Miss Whittam and Miss
Ayrton together the school owes the whole of its very active musical
life: between them they have created it, and to the many people
who for years past have enjoyed making music with them their
retirement will mark the end of an era. The pleasure with which we
look forward to the school concert on July 2nd is tinged with regret,
but theirs has been a happy partnership and it is fitting that they
should go together,

Our thanks are again due to Miss Reynolds and Miss Jones for
leading the Sixth Form walking party in the Lakes, and to Miss
Hicks and Miss Keates for the very successful production of
““Romeo and Juliet,”” which gave so much pleasure to all who saw
it and to all who took part. When we have spent the profits on
renewing the back curtains of the stage, the rejuvenation of the
school Hall, already newly lit and decorated, will be almost com-
plete. Among the generous gifts we received to mark the 75th

anniversary last summer was a cheque from the Ayrton family to
be used on platform furniture.

A further step in the School's building programme has been
taken at Nedham House where a hall and a new form-room are
already well on the way; they should be ready for use by the
beginning of the autumn term. Form III will perhaps miss their
Wednesday visits to the main school, but all old Junior school girls
will rejoice with them, because after so many cramped years they
will, at last, have room to move on wet days as well as fine.

We congratulate Valerie Williams and Janet Dobson on winning
places at Newnham and St. Hilda’s Colleges, and Valerie on gaining
first prize in the Classical Association’s competition in Greek
reading.

E. N. MacLean.



Miss Ayrton and Miss Whittam,

The news that Miss Ayrton is to retire at the end of this summer
term comes as a sad reminder that time effects changes in all things,
even in one whom we have long since come to regard, not as just
a member of the Queen’s School staff, but as a beloved institution.

Her connection with the School has been a singularly long and
happy one. Her mother was an old Queen’s School girl, her father
was, at one time, Deputy-Chairman of the Governors. She herself
first joined us as a small girl in 1905, and, when her schooldays
were over and she had completed her training at the Royal Academy
of Music in London, she returned in 1915 as a member of staff.
From that time onwards Miss Ayrton and the Queen’s School have
been as one. Music, which to her is an essential and integral part
of life, has been her chief concern, and she has served it with
spirit and verve. Class singing, piano lessons, lectures on the
appreciation of music, music for school plays, she has taken them
all in her stride, and when the School last year joined with the
King's School to produce “H.M.S. Pinafore,” she undertook the
strenuous work of official accompanist with youthful relish.

For the last thirteen years she has also, with notable success, held
office as honorary secretary of the Old Girls’ Association. At their
annual meetings Miss Ayrton knows everyone, and knows them by
name. By the warmth and sincerity of her welcome she puts at
ease even the oldest and shyest of Old Girls, and by some magic
of manner gives them the comfortable feeling that, of all the people
present, they are the ones whom she is most pleased to see.

In all the School’s activities she has worked tirelessly and with
unfailing cheerfulness. Whatever she has undertaken to do has
been well done, with a finish and a panache characteristic of her-
self. That nonchalant air of unconcern, that kindly tolerance and
humour, that amiable gift of turning a blind eye when a blind eye
is needed, hide an acuity of perception, a deep fund of common
sense, and a capacity for meticulous hard work which are quite
exceptional. For those in trouble she has a quick and ready
sympathy, for those in need a tireless willingness to help. For a
lifetime she has been a tower of strength to those who have worked
with her; and in return we, whom she has so often helped and
encouraged, offer her our affectionate good wishes for many years
of happiness and health in her retirement.

But the School will be the poorer for her going.
Gladys Phillips.

It was just after the close of the First World War that I went to
Miss Whittam for my first piano lesson. I remember how, as I stood
uncertainly in the deserted afternoon corridor (in those halcyon
days school finished at one o'clock), an eager figure suddenly
appeared and crying ““You must be Mona Kelly, come and play to
me,”" rushed me up to a strange form-room, plopped me down at
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a shiny, tiger-coloured piano, and within a few minutes had taught
me the following song-with-accompaniment :

See me play piano just like this,
Every note I press down, none I miss.

With what joy did I rush home and repeat the performance to my
mother. This first lesson was the start of a long and very happy
association. Looking back over the long years 1 remember chiefly
Miss Whittam’s loving understanding, her lively interest in the
small domestic happenings, her ready sympathy over the minor
tragedies that loom so large on the child’s horizon. From the very
beginning lessons with her were a joy, highlights in the life of a
child who was mediocre in most school subjects, lessons to boast
about to my friends. There was always excitement and pleasure,
In the early days watercolours were demanded, or a story or poem,
to go with the pieces I was learning, and if a rhythm was a little
unsteady it was no novel thing to be told to “‘step it out’’ across
the floor, while Miss Whittam played the pattern up and down the
keyboard, entrancingly. Sometimes she would join me in the
stepping, hairpins flying, and when in later years 1 bogged down in
the intricacies of a Bach fuge I well remémber her rushing round
the room in quavers and semiquavers as she stepped out the alto
part. Oh the joy of those early lessons, with the thrilling experience
of a gradual introduction to the simpler works of Bach, Beethoven,
Schumann and Schubert, bolstered by a weekly eurhythmics lesson
when, in sober black tunics, a group of little girls tore round the hall
to the “Wild Horseman' or, in more restrained mood, swayed
gently to one of the “‘Scenes from Childhood.”” On down the long
years with lessons highlighted by Miss Whittam's exquisite per-
formances of Debussy, Ravel, and César Franck. From time to
time she encouraged her pupils to attend local concerts and recitals
(“He's called Moiseiwitsch, he’s going to be really famous'').
Gradually the bicycle with the overladen basket was replaced by the
Baby Austin, radio crept in upon us, and there were broadcast
programmes to discuss and enjoy in retrospect.

When I left school and decided to take up music as a career, how
delighted Miss Whittam was, how sympathetic and interested in the
trials and tribulations of the plodding student’s career, how
encouraging and helpful when I was looking about for my first job,
how eagerly she listened to my account of my first term’s work as a
resident music mistress. When, with the coming of the Second
World War, I decided to take up social work how eagerly she fol-
lowed the details of my training, and even through the darkest days
of the war found time to write to me regularly. I am happy to say
that she is able to come and stay here at my home near London
sometimes, and no doubt the present members of the school staff are
aware of our great adventure last June when we set off before dawn
for our seats on the Coronation route.

Mona C. Kelly.



It is sad, but perhaps appropriate, that Miss Whittam and Miss
Ayrton should retire together at the end of July. Through long
years of devoted service they have built up a tradition of music-
making which many schools might envy, and with their retirement
a chapter of the Queen’s School’s musical life is brought to a close.
Yet one may confidently predict that the tradition which they have
fostered will long be maintained, as music has become an important
and essential part of the School's life.

It is a relatively easy matter to teach music to the enthusiastic
and the talented. To impart enthusiasm and the basic knowledge
without which worth-while music-making is impossible is, however,
a much more difficult task. Yet, particularly in the sphere of choral
music, Miss Ayrton and Miss Whittam succeeded in stimulating
enthusiasm throughout the school and achieving a splendid
standard. Especially since the war, Festival Choirs and choirs for
Commemoration services in the Cathedral, Madrigal groups and
Carol services held jointly with the King's School, have testified
to their whole-hearted efforts. When I returned to Chester last
July for the Jubilee, it was most impressive to find, not only choirs
whose numbers are increasing and whose high standards are main-
tained, but the whole School participating in an anthem by Boyce
for the Cathedral service.

Those who received specialised instruction from either Miss
Whittam or Miss Ayrton will always remember with gratitude the
soundness of their teaching, both technical and musical. As a pupil
of Miss Ayrton, I should like to pay her a special tribute at this
point. I am sure that past and present pupils will join in wishing
every happiness in their retirement to both Miss Whittam and Miss
Ayrton. We know that their interest in the school’s musical activities
will always continue, Ann Avery.

IN MEMORIAM.

It is with much regret that we record the death on 22nd March, 1954, of
Mrs. Ayrton, on 18th April, 1954 of Mrs. Barritt, and in July, 1953 of
Mrs. Helen Preston (née Brown).



June 17th
July 1st
” 2nd
» G6th—13th
o 6th
o 8th
> 9th
% 10th
Py 16th
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o 18th
s 20th—21st
% 21st

September 10th
“ 16th

- 24th

vi 21st
November 11th
- 16th
" 28th

December 4th
P 14-18
5 18th

January  12th
February 17th
. 19th

. 26th
March 5th
10th

¥ 17th
7 24th

CALENDAR, 1953-1954.

Party to the Bee Tent at the Cheshire Show for a short talk

and demonstration.

Prize-giving holiday.

}Iiecture on child care by a representative from Dr. Barnardo’s
omes.

Party to an exhibition of Early English Landscapes at the

Town Hall.

Visit from a party of Nigerians.

Party to the Old Vic production of ‘“Henry VIII” at Man-

chester. .

A talk on Germany by the Warden of Burton Manor at the

King's School.

Visit to Padgate Training College.

Sixth Form party to the S.C.M. Conference at Manchester.

Governors” and Old Girls’ sherry party and first performance

of the Masque ‘Honour Wisdom'. )

The Commemoration Service held in the Cathedral by kind

permission of the Vice-Dean and Chapter. The sermon was

preached by the Rev. C. F. Evans, Chaplain and Fellow of

Corpus Christi College, Oxford. The Masque presented

for the Old Girls in the afternoon.

The Masque performed for parents.

Schools’ Concert at the Grammar School. Upper Sixth

party to Crosby to see a performance of “Phormio” of

Terence, in Latin, by members of the Royal Institute,

Belfast.

Term ended.

Beginning of Autumn Term.

Fifth Form party to the Sadlers Wells Ballet Company at

Manchester.

The kinder-garten Harvest Festival.

Lecture at the City Library during Children’s Book week.

Sixth Form Classical Conference at Wirral Grammar School.

Harvest Festival.

A talk by the Rev. L. F. Geddes on Pakistan.

A talk by Mrs, Buchanan on the Eskimos of Alaska.

Lower Fifth party to hockey match: India v. the North.

Schools' Concert at the Grammar School,

La Troupe Frangaise at Liverpool.

{}arw to the Theatre Club’s production of ‘The Merchant of
enice’.

Party to the Grammar School play “The Inspector General’.

School production of ‘Romeo and Juliet.’

Carol Service in the Cathedral.

Term ended.

Beginning of Spring Term, 1954,
A film on the production and use of cocoa at the T'own Hall.
“The Conquest of Everest” at the Regal Cinema.
Performance of ‘Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme' by La Troupe
Frangaise at the Grammar School.
Lecture by Dr. Rieu on “The Modern Approach to the
Bible’ at the King’s School.
Party to “The Marriage of Figaro® at Chester,
Schools’ Concert at the Grammar School.
Confirmation in the Cathedral by the Lord Bishop of Chester.
Recital by Peggy Stack in the School Hall,
Greek Reading competition held by the Liverpool Branch
of the Classical Association. First prize won by Valerie
Williams.
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