
Inside this issue...
We mean businessNational debutOutdoor fun Artistic accolades 743 5

Celebrating 
together
Full story on page 2

Newsletter of The Queen's School, Chester         Summer 2014
www.queens.cheshire.sch.uk



Commemoration Service

Reading the 
articles in this 
term’s Queen’s 
Speech, I was 
struck by how 
much our pupils’ 
learning is 
reinforced outside 
the classroom.

As you will probably know, 
Felicity Taylor will be retiring 
in the summer.  And, as an 
enthusiastic proponent of the 
benefits of outdoor learning 
herself, it is fitting that this 
term’s feature focuses on 
various trips enjoyed by our 
Lower School pupils.  We will 
miss Felicity terribly but her 
legacy will most definitely live 
on and the Lower School’s 
activities involving raft-
building, sleeping under the 
stars, trips up mountains, 
jumping in lakes and plenty 
of mud will most definitely 
continue as the School grows 
and flourishes under Rachel 
Cookson’s stewardship.
Extracurricular activities have 
long been part of the culture 
at Queen’s, with girls at both 
the Lower and Senior Schools 
dashing about over their lunch 
hour and after school to attend 
their favourite clubs.  Schools 
always like to boast about 
the range of things pupils can 
do but what is different at 
Queen’s - and it is our parents 
that tell me this - is that we 
wring out every activity for its 
learning opportunities. Nothing 
is done to tick a box or as a 
token gesture; every action 
is thought through with the 
express intention of developing 
the girls. I’m enormously proud 
of the passion, commitment 
and planning that my staff 
demonstrate to make this 
happen.
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Headmistress’s

Welcome

The vision of each Year 13 
student walking down the aisle 
of Chester Cathedral alongside 
a fellow pupil from Year 3 
encapsulated perfectly the close 
sense of community at the 
heart of The Queen’s School. 

By Sarah Clark
By Irene Jones

Girls from every year group 
came together with teachers, 
governors, parents and friends 
to remember and give thanks 
at the annual Commemoration 
Service.  There were fond 
memories from former pupil 
Diana Leitch (‘64) and a tribute 
from Sue Bolwell who has seen 
two daughters blossom under 

the school’s care and guidance.  
Felicity Taylor also spoke with 
great warmth about her time at 
Queen’s - particularly poignant 
as it was her last service as 
Headmistress at the Lower 
School.  The occasion was a 
delightful celebration of both 
our past and present growth 
and success through hymns, 

prayers, poetry recitation 
and choral pieces including a 
moving farewell performance 
by the Chamber Choir’s most 
senior girls (above).  
A resounding chorus of 
Honour Wisdom, The Queen’s 
School song, brought a joyous 
ceremony to a fitting and 
moving close.

This is Europe’s largest 
all female 10k race which 
attracted 31,000 participants 
this year. Accompanied by 
Librarian Gilly Mayes and Head 
of Maths Janet O’Donnell, 
who lead the school’s Running 
Club, the girls ran superbly 
despite soaring temperatures 
in the city.  Year 8 pupil Isabel 
is worth a special mention: her 

hugely impressive time of 52 
minutes meant that she was 

the third British woman home 
and the first in her age group.

Queen’s sets the pace
14 girls from Years 8, 9 and 10 headed to Vienna during half-term to run in the Osterreichischer Frauenlauf. 

Excellent Young Voices
We are immensely proud of our Young Voices Lower School choristers who delivered superb 
performances at two highly prestigious national competitions earlier this year.

In the semi-final of the BBC Songs of Praise Choir of the Year 
competition, televised from Birmingham, they gave a spellbinding 
rendition of Make me a Channel of Your Peace for an august 
panel of judges including TV celebrity choirmaster Gareth 
Malone.   A few weeks earlier, the girls had travelled down to 
London to compete at The Barbican in the 2014 Barnardo’s 
National Choir Competition.  Their performance of Butterfly by 
Alan Simmons and I Am the Wind by Lin Marsh was classed as 
excellent and Grace (Year 6) was the only soloist in the whole 
competition to be recognised by the judges as exceptional.



Commemoration Service
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Learning outdoors
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By Felicity Taylor

This year’s adventures have 
proved as rewarding and 
inspirational as ever.
Our Reception pupils had 
great fun in Delamere 
Forest creating fabulous 
forest characters on the 
trees and a sturdy, weather 
resistant house from the 
natural materials they had 
gathered together.  The fun 
continued as they climbed up 
to a wonderful tree house, 
scrambled over an obstacle 
course, swung in a hammock, 
played in the mud kitchen 
and made music on woodland 
inspired musical instruments.

Meanwhile Year 3 spent two 
days at the Education Centre 
in Tattenhall where they were 
immersed in a host of exciting 
activities: art, bird watching, 
a bug hunt, team building 
exercises, tree-climbing using 
harnesses and ropes, and an 
exhilarating zip wire ride.  The 
enthusiastic sing-along around 
a campfire in the evening 
reinforced the sense of 
camaraderie and fun perfectly.
Such team spirit was clearly 
evident amongst the gritty Year 
4 pupils during their residential 
trip to Kingswood Activity 
Centre Hexham.  Here it was 
not only the thrilling activities, 
including climbing and making 

their way across high ropes, 
which came thick and fast - the 
fog was like pea soup.  Typically, 
our intrepid girls were not in 
the least perturbed by this 
added challenge.
Year 5, too, showed superb 
resilience and friendship during 
their demanding week in the 
Lake District.  They supported 
each other in climbing up 
mountains and scrambling 
down gorges; they worked as 
a team in steering the canoes 
and boats and they helped 
each other overcome fears on 
the high ropes course.  And, 
of course, as with each of the 
adventures featured, it was all 
tremendous fun!

Girls at the Lower School don’t just learn with books and iPads, they learn by investigating the physical 
world, questioning their fears and learning from their friends as they become stronger in a team. 



By Katharine Larder
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Martine
proud to 
play for 
England
PE teacher Martine Green has 
just returned from Rotterdam 
where she represented 
England at the FIH Masters 
World Cup 2014.  
Currently a member of 
Chester Hockey Club and a 
previous captain of Liverpool 
Hockey Club, Martine played 
a significant role in securing 
the bronze medal for England 
through her consistent team 
work and goal scoring.  The 
team captain has described 
Martine as: “Unselfish, 
invaluable and determined for 
the good of the team.”

Spectacular 
cabaret
The programme of items for this year’s Cabaret was typically 
comprehensive and impressive: short plays, comedy sketches, dancing 
(from classical ballet to Bollywood extravaganza), musical ensembles 
and orchestral arrangements, solos, duets and choral pieces. 

Organised by the Drama and 
Music departments, a majority 
of the girls in school played 
their part in the event, whether 
on or off the stage.  It also 
proved an excellent showcase 
for the composition talents 
of pupils and staff alike, both 
musically and theatrically.  
Packed audiences, over two 
consecutive nights, were guided 
with customary panache and 
humour by Head of Religious 
Studies Hannah Daniels and 
Head of IT Damian McKeown.  

There was plenty of banter and 
audience participation between 
acts and they even slipped in an 
Oscar-style ‘selfie’ to tweet on 
the Queen’s Twitter account.

Hannah, who left Queen’s last 
year with 4 A* grades at A 
level to study Natural Sciences 
at Jesus College, recently 
competed for the reserve team 
in the annual race against 
Oxford held at Henley.
As well as many an early start 
on the water, Hannah’s gruelling 
schedule involves regular 
training sessions on land, all of 

which have to be fitted into an 
extremely demanding academic 
programme. 
“The sacrifices have been 
worth it though,” she enthuses. 
“I have made great friendships 
and the whole trialling and 
Boat Race experience has been 
amazing.”
Hannah follows in the 
footsteps of fellow Queen’s 

alumna Louise Makin who, 
in 1984, rowed stroke for the 
first ever lightweight varsity 
race. She was reunited with 
her crew at the 2014 Boat 
Race for a 30th Anniversary 
Commemorative Row Past.

Rowing honours
She may be a relative newcomer to rowing, but former pupil Hannah 
has already been selected for the Cambridge University Boat Squad; 
she is one of its youngest members in fact. 

The annual trip to CERN, run by the 
Physics department, proved as inspiring 
and intellectually challenging as ever.  
The party of Year 12 students, led by 
Head of Department Pam Steventon, 
was thrilled to get quite so close to 
the world’s highest-energy particle 
accelerator, the Large Hadron Collider.

CERN visit

Swimming 
success
Best wishes to the girls in the 
U11 swimming team who will 
be heading to Sheffield to 
represent the North West later 
this month in the national 
finals of the ESSA Primary 
Schools Relay Championships. 
Queen’s was the only school 
to qualify for both the 
freestyle and medley relays. 
Congratulations girls!



It has been 
quite a year 
for Queen’s 
art teacher 
Louisa 
Poole.  
Last month 
she was 
selected as one of just 23 
artists chosen from thousands 
of entries to show her work 
at an exhibition on London’s 
South Bank entitled The 
Spirit of Womanhood.  Her 
display, alongside exhibits 
by Tracy Emin, comprised 
three compositions from her 
fascinating Infinity series.  
Louisa’s artist’s books can 
currently be seen in the 
company of those by Matisse, 
Goya and Morris at Liverpool 
Central Library.  Perhaps 
her most prestigious venue 
to date, however, is the 
internationally renowned 
Royal Academy of Arts Summer 
Exhibition where visitors 
from across the globe can 
admire two more pieces from 
her exquisite body of work: 
Cartography 1 and Engram.  
Louisa works under her 
maiden name of Boyd.

Royal 
Academy 
exhibition
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Artistic excellence
The superb standard of art 
achieved by our girls at Queen’s 
has been further demonstrated 
by the success of our most 
recent cohort of Year 13 pupils. 

By Alistair Tucker

Fran, Evie and Grace have each 
gained a place to study Art 
Foundation at the prestigious 
Central St Martin’s School of Art 
in London.  They follow in the 
footsteps of recent alumnae 
Hannah Wilcox, Katherine 
Illingsworth and Ayesha Tan-
Jones.  Alice will study Art 
Foundation at the University of 
Leeds next year.
Meanwhile, Abi will be 
heading to the prestigious 

Ravensbourne College to study 
Fashion Foundation from 
where she hopes to emulate 
the success of Harriet Williams 
(’10), now a knitwear designer 
for Alexander McQueen.
Kara Chin, winner of the 
National Open Art Competition 
who left school last year to 
study Art Foundation at the 
City and Guilds School of Art, 

is set to continue her studies 
at the globally renowned Slade 
School of Fine Art.  
Najia Saad and Hannah 
Alexander, who both headed 
to Manchester Metropolitan 
University last September, will 
go on to study photography at 
the London College of Fashion 
and Architecture at Newcastle 
University respectively.  

www.queens.cheshire.sch.uk

5, 4, 3, 2, 1... lift off!
The creations were extra-
terrestrial and extra-ordinary. 

Pupils throughout the Lower 
School thought that their 
space-themed Arts Week 
was definitely out of this 
world as they sculptured, 
created models for stop-frame 
animation, explored wet-felting, 

experimented musically and danced to War of the Worlds.  
The girls could even get lost in the stars in a wonderful 
planetarium erected specially for the occasion.
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Big Bang experience
By Debra Kelly

As finalists in the National 
Science and Engineering 
Research Competition, nine 
scientists from Year 11 were 
delighted to share their work 
at the Big Bang Fair held at 
the NEC in Birmingham.
The girls faced the rigorous 
questioning which followed 
each of their four impressive 
presentations with the 
enthusiasm they had shown 
throughout their fascinating 

investigation into whether 
extract of willow or blackberry 
proved the more effective 
treatment for acne.  

The medals and certificates, 
books and Google sunglasses 
awarded to the team were 
certainly very well deserved.

Raka’s
maths 
merit
To be awarded third place in 
a Merseyside and Cheshire-
wide maths competition is 
excellent. 
The fact that Raka (Year 
4) is only nine, and the 
competition attracted around 
1,800 students up to the age 
of thirteen, is particularly 
impressive.
Such is Raka’s ability that 
she studies maths at 
the Senior School.  Her 
superb performance in the 
Mathematical Education on 
Merseyside Challenge 2014 
was celebrated at a prize-
giving ceremony in Liverpool, 
which she attended with Year 
8 pupil Madeleine who won a 
certificate of merit.

Amber posted her introductory 
message to her readers on 
taking up her new position of 
responsibility at the start of this 
term.  Her latest focus has been 
the use of social media as a 

platform for fighting extremism 
- the recent mass abduction in 
Nigeria by Boko Haram being an 
obvious current and poignant 
example.  It also enabled Amber 
to reflect on the contrast 

between her own good fortune 
regarding her education and 
the plight of the 200 schoolgirls 
involved.  Look out for regular 
updates of this new feature on 
the Home page.

New to our website:  Head Girl’s blog
Visitors to The Queen’s School website can now keep up to date with life from a sixth former’s 
perspective by clicking on the Head Girl’s blog.  

Beijing bound
Beijing beckons for former pupil Caroline Turner (’12) where, as Managing Director, she will lead a UK 
champion team in the Enactus World Cup to be held in October.

Caroline and her fellow 
University of Sheffield students 
will go on to promote the two 
community outreach projects 

which so impressed the British 
judging panel, comprising senior 
executives from prestigious blue 
chip companies such as KPMG 

International, SIG and AIG.
Hope aims to teach young 
female victims of sex-trafficking 
how to run a jewellery and 
cosmetic business, while Re-
Made encourages homeless 
Sheffield men into employment 
through a jam making business 
and upcycling salvaged 
products such as wall clocks.
These projects may have 
demanded considerable 
dedication and responsibility on 
top of her studies, but Caroline 
is greatly looking forward to 
the challenges posed by the 35 
other teams in the forthcoming 
international competition.
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On song

Queen’s played host to pupils and staff from nineteen independent 
junior schools from across the region as they enjoyed a memorable  
and enriching day of choral workshops.  

Inspirational 
stage trips
English scholars, theatre 
studies pupils and classicists at 
the Senior School have been 
learning from some inspiring 
stage productions recently.
Year 9 English pupils were 
thrilled by Maria Aberg’s WW2 
production of Much Ado About 
Nothing which really did make 
one of Shakespeare’s most 
popular comedies seem to leap 
from the page.
The Drama department has 
taken girls to see the thought-
provoking Arthur Miller play 
All My Sons, the deeply moving 
Kindertransport by Diane 
Samuels at Theatre Clwyd and 
the avant-garde physical theatre 
production of The Man who 
Woke Up Dead by The Square 
Peg Theatre Company.
And our Classicists were able to 
catch Simon Armitage’s The Last 
Days of Troy, starring supermodel 
Lily Cole, at Manchester’s Royal 
Exchange Theatre before it 
moves down to The Globe.

By Margaret Corlett

The event was led with great energy and 
humour by Dr Shirley Court who is nationally 
recognised for her ability to motivate 
and inspire young singers of all ages and 
capabilities.  After a lively warm-up session, 
the 270 pupils involved were launched into 
a dynamic musical programme aimed at 
encouraging plenty of imaginative gestures 
and actions as well as a room reverberating 
with harmony and fun.

And on to the North West Finals

Getting down to business

Run by the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales, the aim of 
this competition is to inspire 
the next generation of business 
leaders.
Supported by professional 
mentors, competitors were 
challenged to put their 
classroom learning into practice 
through assessing, analysing 
and debating various business 

scenarios before presenting 
their recommendations to a 
panel of expert judges. The 
Queen’s team was requested 
to devise a suitable economic 
strategy for a catering business.
As well as enhancing their 
skills and confidence, the 
experience gave the six girls 
involved a wonderful chance 
to broaden both their contact 
base and their knowledge of a 

range of exciting career 
opportunities for the 
future.
One Year 13 student 
who appears to have a 
particularly clear vision of 
the future is Rachel who 
we warmly congratulate 
for securing a highly 
sought after summer 
internship with Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch. 

Year 13 students proved impressive runners-up in the regional heat of the national Business, Accountancy and Skills Education (BASE) competition.  

Having held aloft the Girls’ Trophy at the West Cheshire Cup Athletics Championships, our athletes are 
now training hard to compete at regional level.  

They have qualified for the North 
West Finals of the English Schools 
Cup in both Junior and Intermediate 
age groups.  Years 7/8 were 
crowned winners of the Cheshire 
round, with the Year 9/10 team 
being placed fourth overall.  The 
girls gave their all and a number 
achieved personal bests.  
We wish both teams every success 
later this month.
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z	 Friday 27th June: QSPA coffee afternoon; 2.30pm at the Senior School.

z	 Saturday 28th June: Annual Garden Party at the Lower School.

z	 Saturday 22nd November: Annual QSPA Ball at Chester Racecourse.

z	 Friday 4th July: Golf Day at Upton-by-Chester Golf Club.  Please visit The Queen’s School website for 
further details.

z	 Saturday 21st June: 1984 Leavers’ Reunion at 4pm - drinks, canapés, tours and photos at the Senior 
School, followed by the five-minute stroll down to Telford’s Warehouse for food and fun.

z	 Saturday 5th July: The Annual Reunion Lunch at 12 noon:  a popular occasion for former pupils to 
reunite with a warm welcome guaranteed whether you come alone or in a group, from far or near. 

z	 Friday 5th September: The Michaelmas Supper at 7pm:  2014 leavers will return to school for the first 
time as Queen’s alumnae.

z	 Saturday 18th October: 2004 Leavers’ Reunion at 5pm 
- drinks and canapés at Queen’s, followed by dinner in 
a local hostelry.

For further details contact Clare Holland at 
The Alumni Office:  01244 888640, 
email alumni@queens.cheshire.sch.uk

We were delighted to welcome former Queen’s 
School Maths and PE teacher Miss Flo Osborn - who 
will soon be celebrating her 100th birthday - to the 
afternoon tea held at the Senior School after this year’s 
Commemoration Service.

Queen’s School Parents’ Association

Alumni news

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

JU
N Mon 23 Year 7 Induction Evening 7-9pm Senior School

Wed    2-3 Years 5/6 production - Mary Poppins                      7pm                  Senior School
Tue      8 Years 3/4 Summer Concert           2pm                 Lower School
Wed  9      Key Stage 1 Summer Concert        2pm                 Lower School
Fri   11   Prize Giving assembly                                              Lower School
  Term ends                                      12.25pm
Fri   11-16 Q 2 Q bike ride                                                       Senior School
Sat   12-28 China trip                                                                   Senior School

Thur   14  A2 and AS results                                                      Senior School
Thur  21    GCSE results                                                                Senior School

Mon  1-3           INSET - no school for pupils                          
Thur  4        Term starts for all pupils
Fri  5          Prize Giving at Chester Cathedral        1.30pm        Senior School
Fri  12-14     Hockey trip to Isle of Man                                           Senior School

Fri  3         INSET - no school for pupils                                     Senior School
Sat  4       Open Morning                                9.30am - 12.30pm Senior School
Wed  8-10    Year 7 PGL trip to Winmarleigh Hall                                                           Senior School
Tue   14    Sixth Form Open Evening             6.30-9pm                   Senior School
Thur  23- 3  Half-term           

JU
L

If you would like further information about The Queen’s School, please contact us.  Telephone: 01244 312078  Fax: 01244 321507
Email: secretary@queens.cheshire.sch.uk  www.queens.cheshire.sch.uk  or write to:  The Queen’s School, City Walls Road, Chester CH1 2NN

(Left to right) around Miss Flo Osborn (seated): Frances Hibbert (Brockley) '55, Mary Burgess (Ham) '62, Sheila Douglas (Williams) '51, 
Liz Kevan (Owen) '63, Judy Davies (Jones) '64, Valda McDonald (Bridges) '70, Clare Holland (Witter) '88 and Diana Leitch (Bridges) '64.
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z	 Karen and Russell Whitwell on 
the birth of their daughter, Evie.

z	 Jayne and Mark Williams on the 
birth of their daughter, Phoebe.

z	 Sarah and Steve Mayah on the 
birth of their daughter, Iris. 

z	 U19 7-a-side hockey team: 
runners-up in the Chester and 
District Tournament.

z	 Year 8 7-a-side hockey team: 
winners of the North West 
Regional round of the National 
Schools U13 tournament; 
5th in the North of England 
Tournament.

z	 Year 7 7-a-side hockey team: 
equal first with Kirkham Grammar 
and placed runners-up on goal 
difference in the King’s School 
Invitation Tournament involving 
teams from Cheshire, Manchester 
and Lancashire.

z	 U14 hockey team: winners in the 
Chester and District Tournament.

z	 U16 and U14 hockey teams: 
4th and 2nd places in Cheshire 
County Finals Tournament 
respectively. 

z	 U11 hockey team: winners of the 
Cheshire round of the National 
Mini Hockey Championships.

z	 Senior School ski team: runners-
up in the Lower Senior Girls Ski 
Team competition at the North 
West Ski Federation Schools 
Championship.  

z	 Lower School ski team: winners 
of the Junior Girls competition 
at the North West Ski Federation 
Schools Championship.

z	 Abigail and Grace Anwyl (Year 6 
and 4): qualifiers for the Cardiff 
International Swimming Meet.

z	 Lucy Thomson (Year 5): selected 
to represent Wales in the 
Glasgow Tri-Nations challenge.

z	 Years 8 and 9 maths: placed in 
the top 5 in all three rounds of 
the regional final of the UKMT 
2014 Maths Team Challenge.

z	 Aarthy Aravind and Iniya Anand 
(Year 4): represented North 
Wales and Cheshire in the English 
Primary Schools Chess Association 
U9 Final Nottinghamshire 
Competition 2014.

z	 Rebecca Willetts (Year 13), 
Elizabeth Wood-Bowyer (Year 
12), Rhianna Thornton-Reid 
(Year 11), Olivia Atkinson, Amrita 
Singh, Eva Spaargaren (Year 
10), Ella Barton, Kate Harrison, 
Isobel Holland, Felicity Hudson, 
Zoe Thornton-Reid, Georgia 
Wright (Year 9), Seren Routledge 
(Year 8), Kate Holden (Year 7), 
Raka Chattopadhyay (Year 4): 
distinction in their ABRSM exams.

z	 Molly Gupta, Rosa Hall, Anna 
McBurney, Megan Rofe

 (Year 7): distinction in their 
LAMDA exams.

z	 Amy Williams (Year 11), 
Georgina Alexander (Year 10), 
Maisie Tipping (Year 8), Evie 
Tipping (Year 6): medal winners 
at the Cheshire Clubs Athletics 
Championships.


