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The Issue of the Rights of Asylum Seekers in the Developed World
The rights of asylum seekers in the developed world are a pressing concern, reflecting the global challenge of providing protection and dignity to those fleeing persecution, conflict, and violence. This briefing paper aims to provide an overview of the issue, highlighting the legal framework, challenges, and potential solutions for safeguarding the rights of asylum seekers in developed countries.
Background information:
Asylum seekers are individuals who seek refuge in another country due to a well-founded fear of persecution based on their race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social group. The 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol establish the legal framework for defining and protecting the rights of refugees and asylum seekers. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) upholds the principle of the right to seek asylum and the right to a fair asylum process.
There are several challenges people face when seeking asylum such as accessibility; delays in processing; inadequate legal representation and poor conditions in reception centres, however it is important that the international community continue to uphold their human rights at all times. Their key rights include:
· Non-Refoulement - the principle of non-refoulement prohibits the return of asylum seekers to a country where they face persecution or danger.
· Right to a Fair Asylum Process - ensuring a fair and efficient asylum procedure, including access to legal representation and interpreters.
· Right to Dignity and Humane Treatment - upholding the right to be treated with dignity and respect, regardless of immigration status, as well as ensuring appropriate living conditions and access to basic services.
Potential solutions:
· Simplifying and expedite asylum processes while ensuring due process rights.
· Provide legal aid and interpretation services to all asylum seekers.
· Utilising community-based alternatives to detention to ensure that individuals are not held in custody without just cause.
· Encouraging international cooperation in sharing the responsibility for asylum seekers through burden-sharing mechanisms.
· Supporting initiatives that address the root causes of forced migration, such as conflict resolution and development aid.
Keywords for Online Searches:
· Refugee rights and protection in the developed world
· Legal rights of asylum seekers in [specific country]
· International human rights treaty
· UNHCR policies and guidelines on asylum seeker rights
· Detention of asylum seekers in [specific country]
· Access to education and healthcare for asylum seekers
· Integration and resettlement of refugees in [specific country]
Chair: Anoushka Paymaster Thatcher
